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alone—we need your help! This month is our annual 
fundraiser, Keystone Cares, and it is more important 
now than ever that our patients can come to us for the 
critical care they need.  

We hope that you will join us on September 29th at 
noon. You can visit the Keystone Cares homepage 
now to register or to make your gift. Because 
everyone deserves Care. No Matter What. 

In This Together,  

Melissa Reed, MA JD
President & CEO

SEPTEMBER 2022

Message from Melissa 
Reed, President & CEO

At Planned Parenthood Keystone, we believe in non-
judgmental care, and that everyone should have 
access to it, regardless of their income or where they 
live. That’s why we do what we do.  

We provide essential reproductive health care 
services and comprehensive sexuality education to 
thousands of patients each year, including over 11K 
uninsured patients.  In fact, we spend $1.9 million 
annually on providing these services to uninsured 
patients alone. And only $1M of those costs are 
covered by Title X, Title XX, and Title V. The remainder 
is covered solely by PPKey via the generous support of 
our donors.  

But we refuse to give up on our Mission. We are proud 
of our work as a safety net provider, and we continue 
to expand the services we offer to our communities 
because we believe that reproductive health care is 
a right. We believe that right must include access to 
birth control, HIV testing and prevention, STI testing 
and treatment, gender affirming hormone therapy, 
pregnancy testing and options counseling, safe and 
legal abortion, and more. But we do so much more 
than provide care — we also educate our patients on 
how to make informed decisions about their health so 
they can take control of their futures.  

We know that no matter who you are or what stage 
you’re at in life, being able to access high-quality 
care means having better tools for success. And 
we’re committed to providing affordable options 
for all people in our communities. But we can’t do it 

https://us.givergy.com/KC2022/?controller=home


Check here monthly for the 
latest on the state of abortion 
access in the Commonwealth

Melissa Reed speaking about 
protecting abortion rights in our state

THE FIGHT FOR OUR RIGHTS IN OUR STATE

In late June, the Pennsylvania Legislature moved one giant step closer to strip-
ping Pennsylvanians of their fundamental rights by passing a proposed amend-
ment to the state constitution banning abortion.

SB 106 passed both chambers on votes of 28 to 22 in the Senate and 107 to 92 in 
the House. 

While abortion is still legal in Pennsylvania, the first passage of this bill demon-
strates the fragility of our rights and the need to continue fighting every day.

Abortion In 
Pennsylvania
A Monthly Update on the State of Our State



Providers and medical staff in states with harsh conse-
quences for people who perform or assist in abortions 
are afraid to treat patients – even in emergency situa-
tions. This puts the health and lives of pregnant peo-
ple at risk, as providers are forced to delay urgently 
needed procedures until people are dangerously sick, 
just to provide care that is “lifesaving”.

We must ensure that abortion remains safe and legal 
for Pennsylvanians.

Two months after Roe’s fall, the nation is 
in a public health crisis. Nearly a third of 
U.S. states have abortion bans in effect, 
meaning 1 in 3 American women as 
well as many transmen and non-binary 
people have already lost access to the 
right to control their own bodies. 

As of today, abortion is still legal in 
Pennsylvania and we are seeing an 
influx of out-of-state patients making 
their way here to seek abortion care. 

We expect abortion to remain legal 
in our state for now, thanks to the 
Governor’s veto of abortion bans that 
have previously been passed in our 
state legislature. 

Our biggest legislative concern at 
the moment is SB 106. SB 106 is a 
constitutional amendment which 
declares there is no right to an abortion 
in our state constitution, as many 
state’s Supreme Courts have found. 
SB 106 paves the way for even the 
most extreme anti-abortion legislation 
our state legislature can pass, and as 

a constitutional amendment, it would 
bypass the Governor’s veto. 

While Pennsylvania’s fight to protect our 
rights looks different from many other 
states, advocates are working both 
state-wide and city by city to ensure that 
Pennsylvanians are better able to make 
their own decisions about their lives, 
their bodies, and their futures.  

In some cities like Allentown, this fight 
includes local ordinances to protect 
our patients and staff from harassment 
by anti-abortion protesters outside our 
clinic. And we will continue to support 
reproductive rights champions at every 
level of office.  

Everyone — no matter where you live or 
how much money you make — deserves 
access to essential health care, free of 
barriers or political roadblocks. Planned 
Parenthood will never stop fighting for 
our patients’ right to access abortion. 
We’re not done. 

Abortion in Pennsylvania



Our response to the

Abortion Access
Crisis

An abortion patient navigator 
is a community health 
professional that focuses on 
the abortion patient’s needs 
to access care on both an 
individual basis, and at a 
systems level. The patient 
navigator helps guide the 
patient through the abortion 
care system and works to 
overcome obstacles faced by 
the patient receiving the care 
and services they require 
such as helping them find a 
place to stay, covering the 
cost of child care or 
managing their travel.

ABORTION NAVIGATOR

We are seeing an influx in the 
number of patients seeking 
abortion from out of state as 
well as from the western and 
central parts of our state 

SERVING NEW PATIENTS

New Patient Escort shifts 
have been added for all 
health centers. Patient 
Escorts are needed every 
week, Monday-Saturday 
at 6 of our health center 
locations. 

PATIENT 
ESCORTS

Hiring additional abortion 
providers has allowed us 
to expand the number of 
days we are able to offer 
abortion services. In turn, 
we’ve expanded health 
center hours for our 
family planning days and 
added clinician coverage 
in order to see more 
patients during our open 
hours. 

EXTENDING 
HOURS

STEPS TAKEN
PATIENT ESCORTS
Since June, we have onboarded over 60 
active volunteers

We have at least 30 regular, active Patient 
Escort Volunteers

We have 10 additional volunteers awaiting 
onboarding

OUT OF STATE PATIENTS

5858 out of state patients with abortion 
care

June 1-Sep 1 we have provided...

0606 out of state abortion follow up 
visits

7373 out of state visits for abortion 
counseling



The U.S. Supreme Court has turned its 
back on nearly 50 years of precedent 
and overturned Roe v. Wade. 

What can you do?

Take Action.
Give an unrestricted gift to Planned Parenthood Keystone to support services in your local commu-
nity or to Planned Parenthood Federation of America to support care across the country.

Support the Fund for Choice, Planned Parenthood Keystone’s in-house abortion fund that provides 
direct financial support to patients seeking abortion care. Each month, more than $67,000 in Fund for 
Choice grants are requested.

Share social media content with friends and family using #BansOffOurBodies.

Amplify abortionfinder.org for folks who are seeking abortion care.

Become a member of the National Volunteer Program.

Join a local Action Council and build community engagement.

Call or email your legislators.

Get your company involved with this Bans Off Corporate Toolkit.

Be a vocal advocate for reproductive health and rights within your network and take action with the 
Bans Off Advocacy Toolkit.

Sign up to share your story.

https://www.weareplannedparenthood.org/cOJVhOyrzkq4uBcxVekXFA2?affiliateID=091410
https://www.weareplannedparenthood.org/onlineactions/2U7UN1iNhESWUfDs4gDPNg2?tabs=true
https://www.weareplannedparenthood.org/a/%20ppkeyffc
https://www.plannedparenthoodaction.org/rightfully-ours/bans-off-our-bodies/digital-swag-kit
http://abortionfinder.org
https://www.weareplannedparenthood.org/a/ppfa-national-volunteer-events?results=True&date_start=09-06-2022
https://act.plannedparenthoodaction.org/groups
https://www.plannedparenthood.org/planned-parenthood-keystone/get-involved-us/take-action/call-your-reps
https://www.weareplannedparenthood.org/a/ppkey-contact-legislators-abortion-access-support
https://www.plannedparenthoodaction.org/uploads/filer_public/44/10/44102622-0d9b-4e3f-82d8-57e5c155a12b/220420-bansoff-toolkit-corporate-english-prod.pdf
https://www.plannedparenthoodaction.org/uploads/filer_public/35/06/35068fc1-3de4-403f-88d1-7161d0ef7013/220420-bansoff-toolkit-individuals-english-prod.pdf
https://www.weareplannedparenthood.org/a/abortion-story


Featuring speaker Blair Imani, critically-acclaimed 
historian, author, educator and influencer. 

Her latest book is Read This to Get Smarter.
VIEW SITE

Month
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Join us for Keystone Cares 2022

https://us.givergy.com/KC2022/?controller=home


Over the past few years, we have 
worked hard, with our donors’ 
support, to expand access to 
family planning services, sexuality 
education, and abortion care. The 
result: an increase of 30% in the 
number of patients PPKeystone 
serves annually since the pandemic 
began. And following the Supreme 
Court’s official overturn of Roe v. 
Wade, we saw an even greater 
need for care in our centers. 

Because Pennsylvania remains an 
access state, we are now seeing 
patients not only from our own 
communities, but from Ohio, West 
Virginia, and even New Jersey 
and Maryland. These patients are 
desperate for the care they deserve. 
Between June 1st and August 2nd, 
PPKeystone has already seen 160 
visits from out of state patients — 
more than double the number for 
that same time last year. 

It is critical now, more than ever, 
to continue expanding access 
to reproductive care. Planned 
Parenthood Keystone can only 
do that through the support of 
our communities — individuals, 
businesses, and foundations. 

We hope you will join us virtually at 
Keystone Cares, our affiliate’s only 
annual fundraiser, on Thursday, 
September 29th at noon. The 
afternoon will feature critically 
acclaimed historian, educator, 
influencer and author Blair Imani 
as well as this year’s Champion of 
Choice Award winner.  

We will also be announcing our 
2022 Volunteer Recognition 
Award. 

To register for the event, or to 
pledge your support, please visit 
our event page at givergy.com.
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The 2022

winner is

YWCA
 Lancaster
& Stacie Blake,
CEO



PPKeystone established the Champion for Choice Award to celebrate 
people and/or organizations who demonstrate extraordinary support and 
consciousness for Planned Parenthood’s mission of “Care. No Matter What.” 

Recipients are committed to elevating the voices of their community, and 
Planned Parenthood, no matter what. This award is issued from time-to-time as 
qualified candidates and organizations emerge.   



The YWCA 
Lancaster 

has been leading change since 
1889, pioneering social justice and 
women’s empowerment.

The opportunity to create an 
impact on the issues that matter 
most to her led Stacie Blake to the 
YWCA Lancaster. A passion for 
justice has guided her career in the 
social sector with previous lead-
ership positions at the local, state 
and national levels in Vermont, 
Florida, District of Columbia and 
now Pennsylvania. She has led na-
tional advocacy efforts on behalf of 
refugees and immigrants; survivors 
of trafficking or torture and unac-
companied migrating children.

Ms. Blake holds two degrees from 
the University of Vermont and was 
twice elected a member of the 
Mount Mansfield Union School 
District. She is a graduate of the 
Vermont Leadership Institute and 
Leadership Florida.

YWCA Lancaster & 
Reproductive Justice

YWCA Lancaster has been serving 
Lancaster County since 1889, 
with women leading every step 
of the way. We have advocated 

for women’s empowerment since 
before women could vote; we 
have been a voice for reproductive 
justice since before Roe v. Wade 
was decided in 1973 and will 
continue to be that voice in its 
absence. 

Our advocacy for reproductive 
justice is rooted in our mission: 
eliminating racism and 
empowering women. 

As Lancaster County’s only rape 
crisis center, YWCA Lancaster’s 
Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Counseling Center serves 
thousands of community members 
every year, centering victim 
survivors to create healing and 
advocate for stronger protections 
and accountability. Through this 
work we know the importance 
of bodily autonomy, and the 
harm that comes from having it 
taken away. Pregnancy resulting 
from sexual violence is not 
uncommon and being forced 
to carry a pregnancy under 
these circumstances feels like 
punishment for being assaulted, 
one that manifests repeatedly over 
time in multiple ways. Our work 
in supporting victim survivors of 
sexual assault calls us to advocate 
for choice, for autonomy, and for 
our community members to be 
able to choose their own futures. 

Our Center for Racial and Gender 
Equity also actively works to 
support the fight 
for reproductive 
justice by rallying 
community support 
for abortion 
rights, including 
partnerships 
with Planned 
Parenthood 
for rallies in 
Harrisburg and 

Lancaster, as well as working to 
expand understanding about the 
intersectional nature of the issue: 
that all genders can get abortions, 
and members of the LGBTQ+ 
community face additional 
obstacles to bodily autonomy. 

Finally, through our nonpartisan 
Lancaster Votes initiative, 
YWCA Lancaster is working 
with community partners and 
organizations to increase voter 
registration, education, and 
turnout, in keeping with our 
proud history of advocating for 
community voice. 

For more than 130 years, YWCA 
Lancaster has partnered with 
Lancaster County residents to 
eliminate racism and empower 
women—all women—to create a 
future with peace, justice, freedom, 
and dignity for all; a future that 
includes the right to safe and legal 
abortion. We are proud to partner 
with Planned Parenthood Keystone 
on this work, and look forward 
to continuing that work until our 
mission is met.



SCOTUS 
Decision 
Day Rally

Rally organized by YWCA Lancaster



Follow us on socials!
@ppkeystone

EVERY 
MONTH
FIRST FRIDAY 
READING

FIRST FRIDAY  
YORK

First Friday Reading is a monthly 
Arts & Entertainment Festival from 
5-9pm. This event is free, diverse & 
inclusive, and fun! It is brought to 
you by Reading Arts Initiative. 

https://www.facebook.com/
FirstFridayRdg/

First Friday is a celebration 
of Downtown York hot spots. 
From 5-9pm, downtown shops 
and restaurants host special 
events, offer refreshments and 
promotions, and sponsor live 
entertainment.

https://www.downtownyorkpa.
com/firstfridays 

EventsThese public events are 
hosted by community 
organizations and 
attended by our Outreach 
& Education Department

https://www.tiktok.com/@ppkeystone
https://www.instagram.com/ppkeystone
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKAiibYNvLYOfqYEGDobhvA
https://www.facebook.com/ppkeystone
https://www.twitter.com/ppkeystone
https://jobs.lever.co/ppkeystone?
https://www.facebook.com/FirstFridayRdg/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstFridayRdg/
https://www.downtownyorkpa.com/firstfridays 
https://www.downtownyorkpa.com/firstfridays 


Proud to Care. 

Join us in the meaningful work we do every day. We 
are currently hiring additional Nurse Practitioners in 
Allentown, Harrisburg, Lancaster, Reading, and York. 
Find these and more positions online.

Apply now for an open position:
https://jobs.lever.co/ppkeystone

Forma parte  
de nuestro equipo  

¡y ayuda a  
tu comunidad a  

mantenerse  
saludable! 

Expert staff. Quality care.  
Be part of a team that truly 
cares for the community.

https://jobs.lever.co/ppkeystone?
https://jobs.lever.co/ppkeystone

