
Remarks from Dawn Laguens, Executive Vice President of Planned Parenthood 
Federation of America, as prepared: 
 
When Planned Parenthood started 101 years ago, our mission was grounded in a pretty simple 
but completely revolutionary idea: Your body is your own. If it’s not, you cannot be free and you 
cannot be equal.  
 
Or, put another way: Your decisions are your own. If they’re not — if they’re made for you by 
politicians or people posing as medical professionals — then you’re sure as hell not free.  
 
I have the honor of being here today to represent doctors and clinicians who open doors at 
more than 600 Planned Parenthood health centers every single day — 1 in 5 women trust them 
for expert, compassionate reproductive health care — for birth control, cancer screenings, STI 
testing and treatment, and safe and legal abortion. AND PROUD OF IT. 
 
And let me tell you, on behalf of those heroic health care providers and the millions who rely on 
them — we’re fired up. Because every day, people across this country find themselves pregnant 
— planned or unplanned — and with lots of questions. And every day, these fake health centers 
go to outrageous lengths to lure them away from the real doctors and clinicians at Planned 
Parenthood and other quality providers. This deception is real. This deception is dangerous.  
 
People deserve to know that the information they’re getting is backed by science, not ideology. 
They deserve to make their own choice about their health and their future — free from fear and 
shame.  
 
Real reproductive health providers give their patients ALL the information available, backed by 
science, about ALL their options, protected by the U.S. Constitution.  
 
That’s what we provide to every person who walks through the doors at Planned Parenthood 
health centers.  
 
So we’re proud to be here today, standing with Attorney General Becerra and our friends at 
NARAL Pro-Choice America and all of you here today in this fight. That’s why we will never stop 
fighting — until every person has the care and information they need to live the life of their 
dreams.  


