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Dear Supporter,
I’m excited to share our fall newsletter with you. Please join me in this moment of gratitude for new beginnings, 
while recognizing a legacy of commitment to care that has spanned generations. As you’ll read within, people 
of all ages and backgrounds feel a deep connection to our work at Planned Parenthood Great Plains (PPGP).

Thank you for standing with PPGP, our allies in reproductive health care, and most of all our patients, 
during a year like no other in recent memory. We saw the fall of Roe, followed by an historic victory for 
reproductive rights in Kansas. Despite the challenges, it has been moving to see an outpouring of multi-
generational support from those who remember a time before Roe, people like myself who had only known 
Roe’s protection, and young people who are now forced to navigate a post-Roe reality as they make a start  
in life.

Our team proved dedicated and adaptable in response to a barrage of cruel abortion restrictions that 
began with Texas’s S.B. 8, last September. Over many long months, our health centers provided abortions to 
thousands of patients who were forced to leave their home states for care. This has included not only Texans, 
but also patients living in three of the four states in our coverage area — Oklahoma, Arkansas, and Missouri — 
all of which have imposed abortion bans. 

As providers of essential reproductive health care, we breathed a sigh of relief on August 2, when an 
overwhelming majority of Kansas voters confirmed what we at PPGP have long known to be true — 
people who can become pregnant have the right to make decisions about their bodies and their 
futures without government interference. 

As we celebrate this collective victory for reproductive health, we also look forward to a season of renewal at 
PPGP. Your ongoing support will allow us to continue doing what we’ve always done best. At the same 
time, we will confront new challenges, as well as persistent inadequacies and inequities in our health care 
system. Care that’s not available locally isn’t accessible.

Newly-opened health centers in Wyandotte County, Kansas, and Lawton, Oklahoma are our latest 
efforts to expand local access to reproductive and sexual health care and education. This work 
proceeds with an understanding that these system-wide issues must first be addressed where 
they claim the greatest toll, which is in BIPOC, rural, and low-income communities. Through these 
communities run many intersections of race, gender, and sexuality. Our organization celebrates this diversity 
and we believe all people hold dignity, are valued, and must be treated with care, no matter what. 

Anti-abortion extremists spent nearly 50 years working to topple Roe; we need to be prepared long-term to 
ease the added burden on patients and weather the challenges we know we will continue to face. 

Thank you for your steady support and generosity. We could not do any of this without you.

In solidarity,

Emily Wales

Planned Giving
PPGP’s Legacy Society is a place of honor held for the caring individuals 
and families who have made a commitment to the long-term security of 
reproductive and sexual health care, education, and advocacy in their 
estate planning.

To learn more about the Legacy Society, or notify 
us of your bequest, please visit https://bit.ly/
legacysociety1. We are in this fight — for our patients 
and their communities — for the long-term, and we are 
so grateful to have you standing with us.
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Four Generations and Counting
Former Board Chair Laura Curry Sloan’s family ties with 
PPGP go back four generations. Laura reflects below:

This past summer, I joined other PPGP supporters to  
demonstrate in support of reproductive rights, at Mill 
Creek Park — the same place where, 33 years ago, I took  
my 3-year-old son to a rally for reproductive health 
care, while pregnant with my daughter. At that time  
I was a PPGKC volunteer, soon to join the board as its 
youngest member. Being there brought things full circle for 
me as a woman and a mother, and it was sobering to face 
renewed threats to essential reproductive health care three 
decades later. 

I’ve always openly and vocally supported PPGP—to the point 
that in kindergarten my daughter drew a stick-figure of her-
self at a podium under the words, “When I grow up…I want 
to be President of Planned Parenthood.” Now my 3 children, 
as young adults, live with restrictions that haven’t been seen 
for 50 years.

As Planned Parenthood’s Board Chair, I once went through an 
old, forgotten box of memorabilia at the Patty Brous Health 
Center and saw my maternal grandmother’s name mentioned 
in an article about the group of Kansas City women who 
founded what eventually became Planned 
Parenthood of Greater Kansas City.  
I wish I knew more about my grand-
mother’s involvement in this effort 
and why she felt a calling to support 
women’s reproductive rights so 
long ago. I wonder what she would 
think to know that her daughter 
(my mom), granddaughter (me), 
and great-granddaughter have 
continued to support Planned 
Parenthood Great Plains and are 
fighting for the same rights that she 
fought for so many years ago.

Creating a legacy of care
People with a variety of talents support our work in creative ways.

Windows to Reproductive Freedom
Prominent KC-area artist Vania Soto painted murals on 
PPGP’s KC-area health centers. 

“When I saw what was happening to abortion access I was 
appalled and I wanted to use my talents to help business 
owners show their support for a person’s right to make deci-
sions about their body and their future. I made the central 
image in all murals a uterus and included both the female 
and transgender symbols, reminding viewers that people 
across a range of gender identities can become preg-
nant. Also, for the artwork to truly send a message, it was 
crucial to celebrate the full spectrum of skin tones. Many  
of the murals are still up, and if you visit them this is what  
you’ll see!” — Vania Soto, Muralist

Support on Tap
Kansas City’s Bier Station held a fundraiser for PPGP 
and raised more than $10,000.

“Small businesses have a responsibility to stand up for our 
values, even if we aren’t in position to donate tens of millions 
of dollars to a cause the way large corporations do. Our entire 
staff felt defeated after the Dobbs ruling, and we know that 
the fight for reproductive rights is too critical to stand on the 
sidelines. We will continue to support choice and our friends 
at PPGP.” — John Couture, Owner/Operator: Bier Station

An Indelible Moment
Mercy Seat tattoo salon artists created reproductive 
rights-themed tattoos, raising over $10,000 for 
PPGP’s health care.

“At Mercy Seat, we sit down monthly to discuss our shop 
and community. When we heard Roe was going to be 
overturned, and saw people forced to travel far from 
home to get care, we had to do something. Earning 
a living through our art is a privilege, so we feel a 
responsibility to give back. The event was unforgettable! 
Despite blazing heat, we had a line around the corner. 
PPGP’s team was there sharing ideas, giving out sex 
supplies, and dropping knowledge. People got to the 
chair excited for their ink and in-the-know about PPGP’s  
great care.” — Chet Duvenci, Tattoo Artist

 Laura Curry Sloan, 
PPGP supporter
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Stats & Facts

Gender-Affirming Care
Q&A with PPGP Supporter,  
R. Scott Hawley

What’s your personal connection to 
Planned Parenthood?
Growing up in the 60’s, Planned Parenthood was synonymous 
with contraception, abortion services, and sex education. My 
generation learned more about sex, contraception, and STIs 
from Planned Parenthood than anywhere else. 

What moved you to start giving?

My wife and I attended a brilliant Gloria Steinem talk PPGP 
hosted. We had the opportunity to bid on supporting a spe-
cific service — sex education, STI care, abortion. Then the 
emcee said, “if you pledge this amount, economically disad-
vantaged people seeking Gender-Affirming Care won’t have 
to go without their meds, sacrifice necessities to pay for meds, 
or get their meds from the street.” My wife Kathy and I said, 

“this is an opportunity we don’t pass up.”

Why is Gender-Affirming Care so 
important to you?
I’m a geneticist. Sex determination is one of those “biological 
switches” we try to understand. I’m interested in the biology 
that makes that determination, but I’m also fascinated by what 
it means to be male, or female. In my teaching and writing, 
I’ve developed a passion for the incredibly brave people 
who know their body and psyche do not match. Everyone 
deserves to realize their dreams and manifest themselves. Yet 
transgender people are treated so badly — losing their jobs, 
families, even their lives — all for trying to be who they are.

Why is supporting PPGP so important 
right now?
This is a critical moment for human rights and human liberty. 
I’m glad Planned Parenthood advocates that sexuality and 
access to all sorts of care is not just a feminist issue, but a 
human issue. What is at stake here is the ability of people to 
control their own destiny. That’s achieved by giving people 
really good sets of choices, not by limiting their options.

Anything else you’d like to mention?

Read Jennifer Finney Boylan’s She’s Not There: A Life in  
Two Genders. It will change the way you think about gender 
and courage. 

Transgender and non-binary individuals face harmful legis-
lation and disproportionate barriers to care. Denying access 
to Gender-Affirming Care through legal barriers, stigma, or 
cost exposes transgender members of our communities to 
increased risk of suicide.

More than 60% of transgender 
and non-binary youth report 
recently engaging in self-harming 
behaviors and over 50% report 
serious consideration of suicide. 
(source: The Trevor Project).

PPGP is proud to serve as one of few providers of critical  
Gender-Affirming Care services in our region.

Our Gender-Affirming Care Fund has monumentally 
impacted our patients who need this care but don’t have the 
funds or insurance to cover the cost.

In fiscal year 2021:

464 patients received 
Gender-Affirming Care at our 
Little Rock health center.

PPGP provided Gender-Affirming Care to 
1,060 patients across the entire affiliate.

127 patients received 
Gender-Affirming Care at 
our Tulsa health center.

In fiscal year 
2021, 67% of 
PPGP patients 
were uninsured 
or underinsured.

With funding from Charles and 
Lynne Schusterman Family 
Foundation 71 uninsured 
patients in the Tulsa area 
and 128 uninsured Arkansas 
patients received this care at 
no cost.


