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Way back in 1789 
Benjamin Franklin ob- 
served that “in this 
world nothing can be 
said to be certain, 
except death and 
taxes.” I firmly be-
lieve if Ben worked at 
Planned Parenthood of Indiana and Kentucky (PPINK), 
he would add the word change to that lineup. 

Over the last several years we have seen dramatic 
changes in health care – the Affordable Care Act with 
its increased access to insurance, changes in Pap test 
protocols, approval of emergency contraception over 
the counter universally, and expanded use of long 
acting reversible contraception like IUDs and implants. 
We celebrate these changes as “mission” wins – they 
are great for our patients, much as they contribute to 
declining patient numbers in our health centers.  

In response, we are undertaking intensive and 
far-reaching initiatives that are fundamentally 
changing how we operate.  These changes will allow 
us to serve more patients more efficiently and with a 
better patient experience.  

As part of this process, PPINK will be consolidating 
the Fishers, Valparaiso and Avon health centers with 
other nearby locations and closing two health cen-
ters, Muncie and Terre Haute, by September.  

THANKS TO THOSE WHO JOINED US at the 13th annual Gathering of Goddesses and Gods on April 9 in 
downtown Indianapolis. The fresh new approach was a hit. We took a gamble with a new layout and inter-
active element with a Vegas theme, and judging from the results of the guest surveys, the vast majority of 
you appreciated the new flare. We have received some valuable feedback from guest surveys, including:

“Everyone at my table loved the venue!”

“Times change – and so must PPINK.”

With your help, not only did we exceed the $25,000 match challenge, we also raised more than 
$140,000 for the Women’s Health Fund! Your support made this happen—your generosity is inspiring. 
Thank you for a wonderful event and we hope to see you next year on April 29, 2017!

ABOVE LEFT AND ABOVE TOP RIGHT: PPINK President and CEO Betty Cockrum and PPINK Board Chair 
Marya Rose socialize with guests at Gathering of Goddesses and Gods. ABOVE BOTTOM RIGHT: Guests 
enjoyed the traditional silent auction, pampering and refreshments in a Las Vegas-themed atmosphere, 
complete with blackjack and poker tables.

GATHERING OF GODDESSES AND GODS
Raises $140K for Women’s Health Fund

Continued on page 3



MOVING FORWARD

2 P. O .  B ox  3 9 7  •  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  I n d i a n a  4 6 2 0 6 - 0 3 9 7  •  3 1 7. 6 3 7.4 3 4 3  •  1 . 8 0 0 . 2 3 0 . P L A N  •  p p i n k . o r g 3

You know as well as we do that because we are 
PPINK we are constantly faced with challenges 
other health care providers don’t experience.  
We would very much like to do our work with-
out lawsuits and burdensome compliance with 
ever-changing regulations that force us to spend 
resources other health care providers can con-
serve. We are not daunted, we are strengthened 
- we never ever lose sight of why we’re here and 
the good we do.

We are changing to offer our patients and staff 
a better experience, to help create even stronger 
relationships in the communities we serve and to 
be the preferred high-quality health care provider 
for the people who need us most.

Change is a constant, sometimes unwelcome, 
sometimes uncomfortable.  It is also an essential 
element of progress. We are here to be smart and 
do good, for the long haul.  You keep us going day 
in and day out - your letters, your phone calls, 
your emails, your social media engagement, and 
your gifts that sustain us. Thank you.

NEW COMMUNICATIONS 
DIRECTOR HIRED

On April 7, PPINK and the ACLU of Indiana filed a 
federal court challenge to Indiana House Enrolled 
Act (HEA) 1337. On June 30, U.S. District Court 
Judge Tanya Walton Pratt issued a favorable rul-
ing on PPINK’s preliminary injunction request. A 
final ruling on the case is likely to occur in 2017.  

PPINK’s lawsuit seeks to block implementation of 
the nationally unprecedented abortion ban and 
tissue disposition portions of HEA 1337. Spe-
cifically, abortion would be prohibited if the sole 
reason is the fetus’s race, color, national origin, 
ancestry, sex or diagnosis of a statutorily-defined 
disability or potential diagnosis of a disability. The 
new law also requires women seeking an abor-
tion to be informed of this prohibition as part of 
Indiana’s state-mandated misinformed consent 
process and requires fetal tissue be cremated or 
buried as human remains.

PPINK’s lawsuit challenges certain provisions as 
unconstitutional and in direct conflict with pri-
vacy protections afforded to women under Roe 
v. Wade, violating the Fourteenth Amendment, 
and infringing on First Amendment rights of free 
speech by compelling health care providers to in-
form women about an unconstitutional law.  

“Of course we are pleased that the provisions 
we challenged did not go into effect on July 1,” 
said Betty Cockrum, president and CEO of PPINK. 
“It was chilling to sit in a courtroom where argu-
ments are made by the State that clearly suggest 
it is acceptable to violate the privacy of Hoosier 
women as they argue that fetuses in Indiana are 
being discriminated against.

“This law is clearly another attempt by the gov-
ernor to end access to safe, legal abortions by 
imposing more unnecessary and unconstitutional 
restrictions on women and their doctors,” Cock-
rum continued. “The law limits women’s rights 
and shames them during this difficult decision by 
calling their motives into question.”

With the recent favorable ruling from the U.S. Su-
preme Court (see column at right), PPINK is now 
working with the ACLU of Indiana for immediate 
injunctive relief from enforcement of HEA 1337’s 
18-hour ultrasound requirement as well.

Wrapping up a week of legal victories, more 
good news came from Kentucky on July 1 when 
Commonwealth of Kentucky Jefferson Circuit 
Court Judge Mitch Perry granted PPINK’s re-
quest to dismiss the Commonwealth’s abortion 
services lawsuit. 

In February, Gov. Matt Bevin filed a lawsuit against 
PPINK alleging that PPINK had provided abortions 
without a license. PPINK had begun the licensure 
process under the administration of the former 
Kentucky governor in late 2015. Following advice 
and directions from the Office of the Inspector 
General, PPINK commenced providing abortion 
services in January. PPINK provided copies of 
emails substantiating these recommendations to 
the Louisville Courier-Journal and Insider Louis-
ville. PPINK lawyers in Kentucky filed a request to 
dismiss Gov. Bevin’s lawsuit.

Gov. Bevin says he will appeal the dismissal. 
However, PPINK is seeking immediate review of 
its Louisville abortion facility license application.

PPINK Wins Legal Challenges in 
Indiana, Kentucky
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“It was chilling to sit in a  
courtroom where arguments 
are made by the State that 
clearly suggest it is acceptable 
to violate the privacy of Hoosier 
women as they argue that 
fetuses in Indiana are being 
discriminated against.”

Whole Woman’s Health: A Major Victory for Abortion Access

PPINK welcomed Ali Slocum 
as the new Communications 
Director on March 7. Ali’s pro-
fessional background in com-
munications includes WISH-
TV, the Indiana Commission 
for Higher Education and Ivy 
Tech Community College.  

She earned her bachelor’s degree in Public Rela-
tions from Indiana University and her MPA from the 
School of Public and Environmental Affairs at IUPUI. 

Ali enjoys community theatre, ballroom dancing, 
jogging half marathons and roller derby. She and 
her husband enjoy traveling and spending time with 
their pooches, Buckles and Grace.

Betty Cockrum, President and CEO

PPINK celebrates the U.S. Supreme Court’s June 27 decision in Whole Woman’s Health v. Hellerstedt. 
For the first time, the court expressly held that laws limiting access to abortion must be evaluated to 
determine if health benefits to women outweigh the costs in making abortion less available.

The decision struck down two requirements in Texas’s House Bill (HB) 2, ruling that requirements 
regarding admitting privileges for abortion doctors and facility specifications are an undue burden on 
women seeking abortions. In its ruling, the Court affirmed the safety of abortion and rendered that Texas 
HB 2 provisions actually created risk for women.

The decision has no immediate impact on any existing Indiana or Kentucky laws, though it will result in 
pursuit of repeal of the ultrasound requirements in Indiana’s HEA 1337. It does, however, raise conscious-
ness regarding the long-abiding constitutional right women in this country have to safe, legal abortion.

Indiana is one of 10 states that account for 60 percent of existing restrictions, including admitting privileg-
es requirements. In Kentucky, we’ve seen a sharp uptick in attacks on abortion access since the election 
of Gov. Matt Bevin. Under Gov. Bevin, the number of abortion providers has been reduced to one.

Abortion providers are often the target of unfair legislation, and PPINK is no exception. It’s a major 
victory for the Supreme Court to acknowledge that such legislation interferes with women’s legal right 
to abortion, and sets a good precedent for our work in Indiana and Kentucky.

We are not daunted, 
we are strengthened 
- we never ever lose 
sight of why we’re here 
and the good we do.

NEW CHIEF DEVELOPMENT 
OFFICER HIRED

Chief Development Officer 
Karen Friss joined PPINK on 
July 5, coming out of retire-
ment to lead the development 
team. Karen retired after 30 
years at Eli Lilly and Company 
with assignments of increas-
ing responsibility in finance, 

information technology, human resources, corpo-
rate strategy and public affairs. Karen found that 
she was still seeking a challenge after retirement, 
and knew that her specialized skill set could be 
used in the nonprofit community in Indianapolis. 

Karen’s nonprofit board experience includes the 
Indianapolis Immigrant Welcome Center, Fletcher 
Place Community Center, All Souls Unitarian Church 
and the David A. Winston Health Policy Fellowship 
based in Washington D.C. 

Karen has a BS in Economics, an MBA from UCLA 
and a Certificate in Non-Profit Executive Leadership 
from the IU Center on Philanthropy. Karen has two 
grown children. She enjoys traveling and mentoring 
individuals to create organizational change.

Rally for Women’s Rights Protests HEA 1337

On April 9, nearly 3,000 supporters of reproductive justice gathered on the south lawn of the Indiana 
Statehouse to protest the passage of HEA 1337. PPINK President and CEO Betty Cockrum was one of 
many speakers to address the crowd, along with elected officials, local activists and women who testified 
in front of the legislature in opposition to HEA 1337. Local and national news outlets covered the rally. 



IN OUR COMMUNITIES

GET YOURSELF TESTED 
2016 UPDATE

PPINK is happy to report that 116 patients took advantage 
of free STD and HIV testing in mid-April. April is Get Yourself 
Tested (GYT) month, a national STD and HIV awareness month 
promoted by organizations including Planned Parenthood, the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and MTV. Our GYT 
campaign ran on Facebook and focused on educating young 
people about the rate of STDs and HIV among young people 
aged 15 to 24, and how STD and HIV testing is important 
to overall health. Eighteen PPINK health centers offered free 
testing for one day the week of April 11. 
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Teen Council Indianapolis Educates through Community Events

Spring is a busy time for Teen Council in Indianapolis, our peer-led sexuality 
education program. While teens are facilitating lessons on consent, race and 
gender in the classroom, they also spend time in the greater Indianapolis 
community attending community events. Teen Council members partici-
pated at the first Youth Empowerment Summit, hosted by the Community 
Alliance of the Far East Side (CAFÉ) on April 2. This event focused on im-
proving the quality of life for young people on the far eastside of Indianapolis. 
During the event, Teen Council hosted a trivia game for all ages as well as 
small sessions focused on teens’ questions about contraception and consent.

On April 27, Teen Council presented at the ‘Beyond You: Finding Your Pas-
sion Within’ summit, hosted by the Peace Learning Center in Indianapolis. 
During this summit, interactive workshops from eight local agencies shared 
young people’s stories to unite and empower participants to drive change in 
their communities. Our teens led a workshop on healthy relationships, with 
a focus on recognizing consent in various scenarios.

Teen Council’s focus is to empower teens to make healthy decisions about 
sexuality and relationships through peer education. Through their continued 
advocacy of comprehensive sexuality education, they embody the mission 
of Planned Parenthood while developing the future leaders of tomorrow.

LEFT & TOP RIGHT: Teen Council members educate attendees at the Peace 
Learning Center in Indianapolis on April 27. BOTTOM RIGHT: Teen Council 
members play trivia with attendees at the first Youth Empowerment Summit 
in Indianapolis on April 2.

PPINK Participates in Local Pride Festivals

Find PPINK in your Community
Summer is a busy time for PPINK with several health fairs, Pride festivals and 
community events across Indiana. Find PPINK at the following events later  
this summer:

Purdue Gold Rush  Aug. 15-16, West Lafayette, Ind.

Lafayette Pride OUTfest  Sept. 17, Lafayette, Ind.

Bloomington PRIDE Summerfest  Aug. 27, Bloomington, Ind.

Fiesta  Sept. 17, Indianapolis

Latino Festival  Sept. 18, Lafayette, Ind.

Indiana AIDS Walk  Sept. 24, Indianapolis

Rainbow Callout  September 2016, Lafayette, Ind.

PPINK marched and canvassed at Circle City Indiana 

Pride on June 11 and Kentuckiana Pride in Louisville on 

June 17 and June 18. Twenty Planned Parenthood 

volunteers and supporters turned out to march down 

Massachusetts Avenue baring signs showing PPINK’s 

support for the LGBTQ community in Indianapolis and 

statewide. In Kentucky, 55 supporters marched with 

PPINK through downtown Louisville. This was a great 

show of support from our dedicated supporter base. 

Find PPINK at other Pride festivals and community 

events later this summer—see the calendar to the right.
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SUPPORT, STRENGTHEN, AND STAND
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Planned Parenthood of 
Indiana and Kentucky

PRESIDENT AND CEO
Betty Cockrum 

CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER
Suzannah Wilson Overholt

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER
Cheryl Gatzmer

CHIEF DEVELOPMENT OFFICER
Karen Friss

VICE PRESIDENT OF PUBLIC POLICY
Patti Stauffer

VICE PRESIDENT OF MARKETING  
AND EDUCATION
Judi Morrison

4PLAY SOIREE COMING TO LOUISVILLE IN AUGUST

This summer, PPINK is bringing some heat to Louisville. Make plans now to join new and dedicated PPINK sup-
porters in a unique, fresh and playful way at our second annual 4Play Soiree.

4Play Soiree will intimately engage guests with all four aspects of our mission: health services, education, 
grassroots advocacy and you – our supporters. From the beginning of the cocktail reception until the DJ plays 
the last dance song, your senses will be treated to exclusive mini-pampering experiences, our take on Cards 
Against Humanity, delectable edibles and an auction of local treasures. All proceeds support the PPINK annual 
fund, which ensures we can offer needed services through our health centers, education programs and grass-
roots advocacy efforts.

Tickets are on sale now and available while they last! Ticket sales end when capacity is reached or no later than 
August 18. VIP tickets available for sponsors only. To learn more about ticket options and purchase tickets, visit 
www.ppink.org/4Play.

PPINK Adds Voice to Abortion 
Regulation Conversation with 
TRAPPED Screenings

Continued Funding 
for Sara and Albert 
Reuben Partners in 
Health Education
 
In 2011, after a generous donation of 
$500,000 by the Reuben family, Planned 
Parenthood of Indiana re-branded the 
education department as Sara and Albert 
Reuben Partners in Health Education 
(SARPHE). Over the past five years their 
generosity allowed SARPHE to grow and 
reach new audiences with vital information 
about healthy sexuality.

This summer as their gift comes to a close, 
we are happy to announce that the Reuben 
family has once again pledged support to 
PPINK and specifically to sexuality educa-
tion and outreach. We are grateful for their 
renewed pledge of $500,000 over the 
next five years. It means that we will  
be able to continue to provide the high- 
quality programming that PPINK and 
SARPHE are known for throughout  
Indiana and Kentucky.

Funding for 
Advocacy Efforts
 
The Health Foundation of Greater India-
napolis awarded PPINK a $30,000 grant  
to support efforts to educate communities 
and constituents throughout Indiana. The 
purpose of the grant is to support advo-
cacy and education initiatives specifically 
for young people, people of color and 
reproductive health justice groups.

During April and May, PPINK participated in screenings and discussions of TRAPPED, the critically 
acclaimed documentary by director Dawn Porter. TRAPPED follows the stories of abortion providers 
in the South and the challenges they and their patients face as they seek to provide access to safe, 
legal abortion care. PPINK helped coordinate screenings in Indianapolis, South Bend, Bloomington, 
Fort Wayne, Terre Haute, Hammond, Louisville and Lexington. At some screenings, PPINK staff served 
on panels to share their expertise with participants. More than 300 people in Indiana and Kentucky 
attended the TRAPPED screenings.

PPINK
SOCIAL MEDIA

PLANNED PARENTHOOD 
OF INDIANA AND KENTUCKY 

Facebook.com/PPofIN 
Twitter.com/PPIndKentucky

SARA AND ALBERT REUBEN
PARTNERS IN HEALTH EDUCATION 

Instagram.com/SafeSexperts
Sarphe.wordpress.com

PLANNED PARENTHOOD
ADVOCATES OF INDIANA AND KENTUCKY 

Facebook.com/PPAdvocatesINKY 
Twitter.com/PPAdvocatesINKY

ABOVE: The Louisville screening of TRAPPED on May 18, which PPINK arranged in conjunction 
with local reproductive rights groups, drew a crowd of 180 supporters. Members of Teen Council 
Louisville were among the attendees. Panelists included a doctor, a state senator and local repro-
ductive rights activists.

LSEN Urges Jefferson Co. School Board 
to Adopt Comprehensive Sex Education

Louisville Sex Education Now (LSEN), a PPINK-led coalition pushing for comprehensive sexuality education in 
Louisville-area schools, presented to the Jefferson Co. School Board twice in May. On May 10, a Jefferson Co. 
student, a teacher and a teen survivor of intimate partner violence spoke to the board about how comprehensive 
sex education could improve outcomes for young people, with 25 members of LSEN in attendance for support. On 
May 24, a student, a doula and a peer educator spoke in support of comprehensive sex education. PPAIK Director 
of External Affairs Tamarri Wieder said that the Jefferson Co. School Board appears to support adopting compre-
hensive sex education but that the board needs to add a vote on the matter to its agenda. For more information 
about getting involved with LSEN, email Tamarra.Wieder@ppink.org.
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INDIANA
• Avon
• Bloomington
• Columbus
• East Chicago
• Elkhart
• Evansville
• Fort Wayne
• Gary
• Hammond
• Indianapolis: 
 - Eastside 
 - Midtown 
 - Southside 
 - Georgetown at 86th
• Lafayette
• Merrillville
• Michigan City
• Mishawaka
• New Albany
• Seymour

 
KENTUCKY
• Lexington
• Louisville

CENTER
LOCATIONS MARK YOUR CALENDARS

FOR PPINK’S

4PLAY
SOIREE
DOWNTOWN LOUISVILLE

08/27/16
VISIT PPINK.ORG/4PLAY
FOR MORE INFORMATION


