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It is safe to say the past couple of months have been fraught 
with emotion for many of us. We are seeing an abuse of 
power, unlike any heretofore seen, brought to us by those 
who are “large and in charge.”    
So. Yes. The worst of times. But also the best. The best be-
cause we are seeing a rising up of thousands who have per-
haps never before ventured into the advocacy arena. Who 
have never before made a contribution to a mission-based 
organization. We are seeing an outpouring of support un-

like anything we’ve seen before, in response to bad behavior on high.  
While those against us continue to raise their voices 
in their usual misleading and shrill and aggressive 
manner, we are hearing an even more powerful roar 
as our people rise and give voice. 
Across the country, people are mobilizing in 
communities large and small. We have seen 
millions take to the streets to stand up for their 
values and in solidarity with those who are too 
often marginalized. From Washington, D.C., to 
PPINK’s own backyard, people are taking action 
and asking what they can do to help.  
When I decided long ago this would be my last year at PPINK, I had no idea our mis-
sion would find itself where it is at this moment in history. I’ve long said the job should 
come with a crystal ball – who could have predicted we’d find ourselves feeling like 
we’re sliding back into the dark ages? The roller coaster ride of the past nearly 15 
years continues – unprecedented challenges met by extraordinary energy and sup-
port and opportunity. 
Approaching retirement puts one in a reflective mood. I am reminded specifically of 
1968, when polarization and upheaval were also widespread. But what I remember most 
is the palpable excitement in the air as passionate people were fighting for change.
No question that passion is again alive and well. We have our work cut out for us the 
next few years, but oh my — the  strength and resolve and solidarity we are seeing will 
keep us all going, giving it our all to take us to a better day. Keep up the good fight.

A letter from PPINK President and CEO Betty Cockrum

Betty Cockrum, President and CEO

WOMEN’S MARCH MOBILIZES MILLIONS

The Women’s March on Jan. 21 was a day of hope 
here and across the country. Thousands turned out 
in communities across both Kentucky and Indiana  
on a day of unity that ignited movements across 
the country.  We were proud to be part of that 
movement both at home and in Washington, D.C.    
“Joining all the people in D.C. was an amazing 
and energizing experience,” said Tamarri Wieder, 
Director of External Affairs at Planned Parenthood 
of Indiana and Kentucky (PPINK). “It gives us hope 
in our struggles ahead! We are far from alone in 
our fight for reproductive autonomy. This is the 
re-awakening of the movement.”

TOP: PPINK staff members participate in the Women’s March in 
Washington, D.C.

BOTTOM: The Indianapolis Women’s March

The  strength 
and resolve and 
solidarity we are 
seeing will keep 
us all going. 



moving forward
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The 2017 Session of the Indiana General Assembly is in full swing and not lacking 
in reprehensible anti-abortion legislation. This includes a full-out abortion ban 
proposed by Rep. Curt Nisly (HB 1134). Amazingly, HB 1134 was deemed dead 
by legislative leadership very early in the session. However, HB 1128 (medica-
tion abortion) and SB 404 (parental consent) both passed through their chamber 
of origin and continue to move.  We believe both bills are unconstitutional.  
HB 1128 (R. Bacon) requires that a woman considering a medication abortion be 
given information about the possibility of “reversing” the effects of an abortion- 
inducing drug. The suggestion that there is an approved medical protocol to 
“reverse” the process is junk science. Additional language in HB 1128 places 
more unnecessary restrictions on the licensing/policies/procedures of abortion 
facilities. Under the false guise of public health data collection, it also mandates 
the submission of an abortion patient’s personal medical and private information 
to the state, including the number of previous births and date of last menses.  
We are now moving our fight to the Senate, where HB 1128 has been assigned 
to the Senate Judiciary Committee. 
SB 404 (E. Houchin) is extreme, unnecessary, and dangerous. Disingenuously 
framed as a parental rights bill, it forces parents to provide onerous proof of 
identification before providing consent for an abortion. The bill also completely 
eliminates the protections afforded by the current confidential judicial bypass 
process for minors who cannot obtain parental consent. For wards of the state, 
SB 404 forbids the state to consent to any abortion except in cases to avert death 
or significant bodily harm. SB 404 has been assigned to the House Committee 
on Public Policy.  
Other anti-abortion bills that were filed but are now dead: SB 118 required an 
ultrasound 48 hours ahead of time and would have forced the woman to see 
the image and hear any fetal heart tones. SB 566 prohibited state funding and 
contracts from going to entities training abortion providers.  
We remain committed to educating lawmakers on the need to prevent unintended 
pregnancy. But as long as these threats continue, we join with our ally organiza-
tional partners to mobilize supporters against them. Follow Planned Parenthood 
Advocates of Indiana and Kentucky on Facebook or sign up for Planned Parent-
hood’s Action Network (PPAN) to receive email alerts regarding legislative action. 

INDIANA LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

Indiana General Assembly  
considers new abortion restrictions

WOMEN’S MARCH (cont.) 

While some members of the PPINK team went to Wash-
ington, D.C., to participate in the Women’s March, others 
took part in local marches. Wanda Savala, Public Affairs 
Manager at PPINK, spoke at the Indianapolis Women’s 
March, encouraging the crowd to take action and to stand 
with Planned Parenthood.
“I chose to march in Indianapolis instead of D.C.,” said 
Savala. “I stayed local because I – and all Hoosiers – de-
serve to live in a state where we are celebrated for living 
our best and most authentic lives. When I addressed the 
5,000+ folks who felt the same, I was reminded that Hoo-
siers don’t back down – especially when our most basic, 
fundamental rights and freedoms are at stake.”

ABOVE: Indiana Reproductive Justice Coalition members deliver valentines to legislators.
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The Kentucky General Assembly opened Jan. 3, and within five days (including a Saturday 
session day) rammed through two anti-women’s health bills that were immediately signed 
into law by Governor Bevin. SB 5 bans abortions after 20 weeks and HB 2 mandates an 
ultrasound before an abortion. These bills have nothing to do with protecting women’s 
health and are intended only to further restrict abortion access in the Commonwealth.
The 20 week ban is particularly vicious in that it provides no exemptions for victims of 
rape, incest, or those with fetal anomalies. It’s a dangerous and cruel ban that judges 
women seeking an abortion and hurts families who are facing a difficult pregnancy.   
As of printing, SB 8 has passed and is awaiting signature by Gov. Bevin. This bill creates  
a tiered system of public funding for family planning providers and places Planned Par-
enthood last in line to receive state monies or federal pass-through funding. Instead of 
expanding access to critically needed sex education, pregnancy prevention program-
ming, and birth control for the people of Kentucky, the General Assembly is marginalizing 
Planned Parenthood and establishing barriers to vital collaborative partnerships.  
Planned Parenthood Advocates of Indiana and Kentucky (PPAIK) worked with the ACLU 
of Kentucky to present testimony from doctors, social workers, and patients in an attempt 
to defeat all these bills.  As the hostilities continue, rest assured we will continue to tackle 
the core issue of unintended pregnancies and fight for access to safe and legal abortion 
in the Commonwealth! 

FEDERAL FIGHT

Supporters speak out against defunding threats
On Mar. 6, members of Congress relaunched their attacks 
on Planned Parenthood in conjunction with their legis-
lation to repeal the Affordable Care Act. This bill would 
block patients from essential care, including breast and 
testicular cancer screenings, birth control, and STD testing 
and treatment. If their attacks succeed, millions of people 
— nearly half of whom are people of color and many who 
live in rural areas — would find themselves with no health 
care provider. These are the same people who already 
face systemic barriers in accessing health care.   

The proposed American Health Care Act, jeopardizes in-
surance coverage for the more than 700,000 Hoosiers and 
Kentuckians who benefitted from the recent expansion of 
Medicaid. Its “defund” Planned Parenthood provision puts 
at risk the 22,000 low-income PPINK patients who depend 
on us every day for their reproductive and sexual health 
care needs. For more information, or to make your voice 
heard, visit www.istandwithpp.org.

KENTUCKY LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

Kentucky General Assembly once  
again fast-tracks anti-abortion legislation

Indiana State Sen. Karen Tallian speaks in support of Planned Parenthood.

ABOVE: Supporters rally for reproductive rights in Frankfort.
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People like you, locally, across the country, and around the world, have 
stood up and been counted for your support of PPINK. Since Nov. 8, 
we have received nearly 17,000 donations from over 20 countries and 
nearly all 50 states.  It is extraordinary and incredibly energizing to be 
the recipient of your engagement and generosity. Thank you.
Thousands of donors have given to PPINK in honor of former 
Indiana Governor and now Vice President Mike Pence.  Local estab- 
lishments hosted fundraisers and donated proceeds to PPINK,  
including Blue Stallion Brewing Co. in Lexington and Luna Music and 
Morty’s Comedy Club in Indianapolis. We are here to give a special 
shout-out to Silver in the City in Indianapolis for its Inauguration 
Day event — it raised almost $45,000 in just one day! And right now,  
The Koelschip in Indianapolis is donating a portion of sales of  
Garden beer to PPINK.  
In a truly unique show of sol-
idarity, native Hoosier Mark  
Firmani and his wife Joy Portella 
masterminded a day in Seattle 
for PPINK President and CEO 
Betty Cockrum. Cockrum spoke 
at a Public Relations Society of 
America meeting in the morning 
and then at day’s end she met 
with more than 100 guests who 
acknowledge they live in a blue 
state bubble.
That gathering of local pro-
fessionals thought it time to 
hear the realities of serving the 
Planned Parenthood mission in 
states like Indiana and Kentucky. 
A small event in Mark’s home 
blossomed into a gathering 
with 12 co-chairs, two wine con-
tributors, and food donated by a local restaurant. It was an amazing  
turnout with an incredible response — nearly $30,000 was raised 
that night and the evening garnered great coverage in the  
Seattle Times. 
We say it time and again, and now more than ever — we could not 
do this important work without you. It is in no way just about giving, 
though that certainly matters — it is knowing you are out there with 
an abiding consciousness that Planned Parenthood serves a critical 
purpose in our society.
Thanks for keeping us going.

Support for PPINK pours in from  
around the country, and the world

ABOVE: Betty Cockrum speaks with supporters; MID. LEFT: Joy Portella, Betty Cockrum, and 
Mark Firmani; MID. RIGHT: Silver in the City Owner and Founder Kristin Kohn with PPINK’s 
Karen Friss and Kellie Kierce; BELOW: PPINK Cosmopolitans were served at the Seattle event.

Thousands of 

donors have given 

to PPINK in honor 

of former Indiana 

Governor and 

now Vice President 

Mike Pence.
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Teens engage in state government through  
Youth Advocacy Day and Reproductive Rights Days

On Jan. 23, 11 teens in Indiana partici-
pated in the third annual Youth Advocacy 
Day, led by Planned Parenthood Peer Ed-
ucation, Planned Parenthood Advocates 
of Indiana and Kentucky, Indiana Youth 
Group, and Freedom Indiana. The youth 
met with nine representatives and four 
senators to speak on several bills. 
The day was preceded by a day-long 
training including sessions such as Gov-
ernment Crash Course, The Fight for Com-
prehensive Sex Ed, How to Read Bills, and 
Developing Your Voice in Advocacy.
In Kentucky, on Feb. 14, over 20 Teen 
Council members, parents, and friends 
attended a Reproductive Rights rally day. 
Not only did the youth meet with sev-
en legislators to discuss comprehensive 
sex education, but also one teen gave a 
speech to a crowd of nearly 200.
The Teen Council members delivered val-
entines from hundreds of supporters to 
the governor, house speaker, and senate 
president.
When asked what they will remember 
from Advocacy Day, participants said: 
“How awesome and empowering it was as 
a young person,” “Having senators listen 
to me and feeling as if they actually cared 
about my thoughts on a bill,” and “Feeling 
like I have a voice.”

TOP LEFT: Teen Council members deliver valentines to the Kentucky House; TOP RIGHT: Eleven teens participated in Youth 
Advocacy Day in Indianapolis; MIDDLE: Teens observe the General Assembly from the House Gallery; BELOW: Teen Council 
members traveled to Frankfort to advocate for reproductive rights.
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Planned Parenthood of 
Indiana and Kentucky
PRESIDENT AND CEO
Betty Cockrum 

CHIEF DEVELOPMENT OFFICER
Karen Friss

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER
Cheryl Gatzmer

VICE PRESIDENT OF  
MARKETING AND EDUCATION
Judi Morrison 

VICE PRESIDENT OF  
PATIENT SERVICES
Lynne Bunch

VICE PRESIDENT OF  
PUBLIC POLICY
Patti Stauffer

PPINK Social Media

PLANNED PARENTHOOD 
OF INDIANA AND KENTUCKY 
Facebook.com/PPofIN 
Twitter.com/PPIndKentucky
Instagram.com/PPIndKentucky

SARA AND ALBERT REUBEN
PARTNERS IN HEALTH  
EDUCATION 
Instagram.com/SafeSexperts

PLANNED PARENTHOOD
ADVOCATES OF INDIANA  
AND KENTUCKY 
Facebook.com/PPAdvocatesINKY 
Twitter.com/PPAdvocatesINKY

New organization Women4Change 
works to advocate for Hoosier women

A retired rabbi and a funeral director, two despondent women, met after the  
November election and believed that other women felt just as discouraged.  
They held an event at the funeral home, inviting others to commiserate with them 
and thinking they might have 100 people attend. On the night of the event hun-
dreds of people showed up, and Women4Change Indiana (W4CI) was born! 

They divided up the issues that people said were important and created task 
forces around those issues. They held their second event in Indianapolis and had 
to close the event registration at 1,500 people. It was a packed house and PPINK 
is helping to lead one of the task forces. If you are interested in learning more, 
please sign up at women4changeindiana.org.
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Notes from supporters
New Vice President of  
Patient Services hired

Planned Parenthood of Indiana  
and Kentucky’s new Vice President 
of Patient Services is Lynne Bunch. 

Bunch’s previous experience includes be-
ing the Administrative Director of Critical 
Patient Services at IU Health Ball Memorial 
Hospital. Lynne brings 15 years of nursing 
and health care leadership experience in-
cluding emergency room, trauma, critical 
care, and outpatient services.  
She is a registered nurse and has earned 
an MBA in Healthcare Administration from 
Indiana University, an MS in Nursing Ad-
ministration from Indiana Wesleyan Uni-
versity, and is Nurse Executive Advanced 
– Board Certified.
Lynne is a member of the Indiana Organi-
zation of Nurse Executives, American Col-
lege of HealthCare Executives, Emergency 
Nurses Association, and the American As-
sociation of Critical Care Nurses.
She has lived in central Indiana for the last 
20 years with her husband and best friend, 
John. They have two grown children named 
Travis and Olivia. Lynne enjoys spending 
time with her family, reading, horseback 
riding, and loving on the family dog, Albus.
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INDIANA
• Bloomington
• Columbus
• Elkhart
• Evansville
• Fort Wayne
• Gary
• Hammond
• Indianapolis: 
 - Eastside 
 - Midtown 
 - Southside 
 - Georgetown at 86th
• Lafayette
• Merrillville
• Michigan City
• Mishawaka
• New Albany
• Seymour

 
KENTUCKY
• Lexington
• Louisville

CENTER
LOCATIONS Save the Dates

APRIL 29

Indianapolis

AUGUST 26

4Play Soirée
Louisville

SEPTEMBER 25

85th Anniversary 
Sapphire Celebration
with Special Guest Dr. Willie Parker

Downtown Indianapolis

Contact Alayna Lerner at  
Alayna.lerner@ppink.org  
or 317-637-4343
for more information.


