
Planned 
Parenthood of 
Indiana (PPIN) 
has been here for 
nearly 80 years.  
We’ll be here for 
80 more.  Why?  
It’s simple.  Our 
patients trust us.  

Our staff and board are committed.  Our 
supporters keep us strong.   Weathering 
this past year of economic turmoil has not 
been easy. We have worked hard and we 
have been there for our patients, who have 
needed us more than ever.  

PPIN is focused on ending the cycle 
of poverty.  Fifty-nine percent of our 
patients have incomes at or below the 
federal poverty level, with 74 percent at 
or below 150 percent of poverty. Most of 
our patients lack health insurance, or have 
inadequate coverage for basic health care 
needs, such as contraception, preventive 
screenings and annual exams. For many 
of our patients, we are the only health 
care provider they see. We focus the 
majority of our efforts on prevention.  

I am pleased to report that our budget 
cuts and restructuring in 2010 have paid 
off. PPIN is operating well within its 
budget and we continue to provide high-
quality care at our 28 centers across the 
state. 

The legislative session is underway.  It 
is difficult to be optimistic. More than 
1,000 bills were introduced; 17 bills 
directly attack women’s rights and access 
to care. Much of the assault is directed 
at abortion, some are unconstitutional 

and several include language already 
in Indiana law.  After the election in 
November, the number of anti-choice and 
anti-family planning legislators is at an 
all-time high. Read more about pending 
legislation on page 5.

Nationally, Indiana Congressman Mike 
Pence has launched a campaign to cut 
federal funding to all Planned Parenthood 
affiliates. State legislators have jumped 
on that bandwagon in force. Our 
opponents sometimes provide misleading 
information.  So, let’s set the record 
straight. 

These shortsighted efforts are intended 
to end funding to any organization 
that provides abortion, even while the 
Hyde Amendment ensures that not one 
penny of federal funding may be spent 
on abortion (except in the case of rape, 
incest, or life of the woman). Planned 
Parenthood is focused on prevention. We 
aim to make abortion rare, by reducing 
unintended pregnancy through education 
and improving access to affordable birth 
control.  We also fight to protect the rights 
of Hoosier women to access safe abortion 
without unnecessary legal barriers.  

PPIN receives approximately $3 million 
in federal family planning grant dollars 
and Medicaid reimbursements which 
provides care to nearly 22,000 low-
income Hoosiers.  These federal and state 
measures jeopardize all of those funds and 
consequently, the health of our patients 
who are most in need.  

Specifically, the federal family planning 
grant serves 12,500 patients through 

eight health centers in northwest and 
rural southern Indiana – Gary, East 
Chicago, Michigan City, Elkhart, 
Bedford, Seymour, Scottsburg and New 
Albany.  These federal funds are for basic, 
preventive health services including Pap 
tests, birth control and diagnosis and 
treatment of sexually transmitted diseases. 
Absolutely no federal family planning 
money – not a single penny – goes toward 
abortion. Through annual audits, the 
Indiana Family Health Council ensures 
the complete separation of funded centers 
and abortion services. In fact, our funded 
centers operate at a deficit in excess of 
$90,000 annually, which PPIN makes up 
in private contributions.

Supporters of defunding argue that 
other providers are in place to step in 
if we lose the funding. This is simply 
not true. PPIN has the infrastructure 
in place to provide high-quality services 
to high-need patients at a lower cost to 
the government – we deliver a greater 
return on the tax-funded investment. We 
leverage the government grants through 
private donations and our expertise and 
efficiency. 

The call for defunding is pure politics. 
No one does more than Planned 
Parenthood to reduce unintended 
pregnancy, the spread of disease and the 
incidence of abortion.  If you want to 
speak out in support of PPIN, now is the 
time.  Visit takeaction.ppin.org to learn 
more about how you can protect our 
patients.  The threat is real.  Hoosiers 
need YOU to help ensure they continue 
to have access to reproductive health care. 
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PPIN welcomes New Board Chair 
Deborah J. Simon
Philanthropist. Civic leader. 
Businesswoman. These are just a 
few of the titles of  new Planned 
Parenthood of Indiana Board 
Chair Deborah J. Simon.

Simon was a one-of-a-kind leader 
of the organization’s Tapestry of 
Strength Capital & Endowment 
Campaign, which raised $7.3 mil-
lion to renovate or relocate health 
centers and build an endowment 
to support education and health 
services for generations to come.  
She is the chair of the Simon 
Youth Foundation and also sup-
ports numerous humanitarian, 
arts, youth and Jewish organi-
zations in the community and 
nationally.

“Debbie often refers to the two red letter days in her life – when she first exercised 
her right to vote and the day the Roe v. Wade ruling was issued,” said Planned 
Parenthood of Indiana President and CEO Betty Cockrum. “Her commitment to, 
and passion for Planned Parenthood's mission is unrelenting. We are incredibly fortu-
nate to have her at the helm guiding us through the next two years.” 

Simon’s initial involvement with Planned Parenthood of Indiana (PPIN) began with 
her interest in understanding the politics behind reproductive freedom. Her enthusi-
asm for the work of PPIN led her to become a member of the board of directors and 

to chair the Tapestry campaign. Her leadership and insight 
have proven invaluable time and time again.  Simon is a true 
advocate for access to affordable reproductive health care and 
comprehensive sexuality education and a natural leader for 
PPIN.  

As the organization welcomes Deborah to our highest post, we 
also say thank you to our much-loved Claudette Einhorn as she 
steps down as chair. Claudette has been an exceptional leader 
to PPIN. She has been tireless in her efforts to serve our cause 
and we are pleased she will remain on the board.

Claudette Einhorn

In the News

New Services Offered 
at PPIN Health Centers 
Flu ShotS
PPIN is often the only health care provider that 
some of our patients see and we’re trying to help 
them stay healthy in new ways. This winter, 
PPIN has offered flu shots at 19 health centers 
for just $10.  
About 185 patients have already taken 
advantage of the service. Flu shots are still 
available through March 30 or while supplies 
last at these health centers: Avon, Bloomington, 
Columbus, Evansville, Fort Wayne, 
Indianapolis-Castleton, Indianapolis-Eastside, 
Indianapolis-Midtown, Indianapolis-Southside, 
Hammond, Lafayette, Madison, Merrillville, 
Mishawaka, Muncie, Richmond, Terre Haute, 
Valparaiso and Warsaw.
Vaccinations at the PPIN health centers 
are available to people 12 and older and 
appointments must be made in advance. You 
can call 1-800-230-PLAN to reach the health 
center nearest you.

ESSurE - 
PErmaNENt BIrth CoNtrol
PPIN is also offering a new option for 
permanent birth control at its Indianapolis 
health center located at 8590 Georgetown 
Road on the northwest side. Essure® is a 
procedure that works with a woman's body to 
create a "natural barrier" against pregnancy. 
No hormones or incisions are necessary, as 
the procedure entails a doctor placing soft, 
flexible "micro inserts" into the fallopian tubes 
through the vagina and cervix. The natural 
barrier is formed around these inserts and 
prevents sperm from reaching a woman's eggs.
Covered by most insurance providers, the 
Essure® procedure takes only 10 minutes to 
perform and patients are typically able to go 
home within 45 minutes. Some women report 
mild discomfort or cramping, similar to that 
experienced during menstruation, following 
the procedure.  Essure® has proven to be 99.8 
percent effective at preventing pregnancy.
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Support, Strengthen & Stand

May 8-14

Women's 
Health Week

April 16

2011 Gathering 
of Goddesses 

and Gods 

April

GYT 
(Get Yourself Tested) 

March 8

Rally to Protect 
Our Patients

Statehouse South Lawn
10:30 a.m.

events Calendar

Friends and supporters of Planned Parenthood of Indi-
ana gathered together on Dec.  4 to welcome new  PPIN 
Board Chair Deborah J. Simon. G. Thrapp Jewelers  
owner, Gary Thrapp, graciously hosted the party at 
the store and donated 10% of the evening’s proceeds to 
PPIN. Pictured are Betty Cockrum, Deborah J. Simon, 
and PPIN supporters Patricia and Ramon Arredondo.  

Planned Parenthood of Indiana was proud to host 
two trainings led by Planned Parenthood of Greater 
Northern New Jersey’s acclaimed sexuality educator 
Bill Taverner. Taverner is the director of The Center for 
Family Life Education, editor-in-chief of the American 
Journal of Sexuality Education, and co-author of several 
books and curricula. One of the trainings centered on 
teaching sexuality education to high-risk youth, and the 
other training focused on providing sexuality education 
to individuals with developmental disabilities. A total 
of  22 outside participants and PPIN staff members 
attended the trainings, and the response from all partici-
pants was overwhelmingly positive. Many commented 
that they felt more confident and better able to address 
challenging sexual health topics with their clients. 

2011 Roe v. Wade events
PPIN held events in recognition of the 38th anniversary of Roe v. Wade throughout the state, on 
or around Jan. 22. Our North Central Community Action Board (CAB) hosted a viewing of 
The Education of Shelby Knox on the IU South Bend campus. Reproductive Justice Activists at 
IU Bloomington held a pro-choice rally on their campus. Activists in Indianapolis gathered for a 
cocktail hour to celebrate the anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court decision and to raise awareness 
about introduced anti-choice legislation in this year's Indiana General Assembly session. PPIN also 
hosted the second annual Roe v. Wade Virtual Book Club on Facebook. The event gave staff and 
supporters from around the state a chance to participate in the recognition of this historic event.

engaging the Community
Planned Parenthood of Indiana's supporters have been very busy! The Valparaiso Community 
Action Board (CAB) assisted in Political Action Committee (PAC) fundraising this fall by putting 
together a mailer targeting supporters in their community. Hundreds of dollars were raised for 
the PPAI PAC! Special recognition also goes out to the North Central CAB and PPIN regional 
educator, Jessica Marquart, who hosted two sexual health education sessions aimed at helping 
parents talk to their sons and daughters about sexuality issues. The sessions were very successful and 
gained a lot of positive attention for PPIN. The Ft. Wayne CAB has organized a symposium for late 
February entitled “Voices for Reproductive Justice”. Reverend Dr. Carlton Veazey, the president and 
CEO of the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice, is scheduled to be the keynote speaker for 
the event. Special thanks to PPIN's CABs for your unwavering commitment!

Faces and Places

YOu Board training
College students from IU Bloomington, IU South Bend, Valparaiso University, Ball State and 
IUPUI gathered in Indianapolis this fall for PPIN’s first Youth Outreach and Understanding (YOU) 
Board training. These students will act as an advisory board to PPIN to assist in better serving 
the college-age population. Students who participated in the training learned the ins and outs of 
PPIN, while also getting a chance to participate in hands-on activist activities. YOU Board trainees 
passed out condoms and election-related information to bar patrons in the Broad Ripple section of 
Indianapolis, phonebanked and held a visibility activity on Monument Circle. Congratulations to 
the new members. Great things are expected from this group!   

Matching Gift Opportunity in St. Joseph County
The Community Foundation of St. Joseph County (CFSJC) awarded PPIN a $20,000 matching 
grant to support general operations at the Mishawaka health center and expand the Women’s Health 
Fund to help increase access to quality, affordable reproductive health care services in northern 
Indiana. This grant comes at a critical time when Hoosiers are struggling to pay for basic needs such 
as health care. CFSJC supports a range of nonprofit organizations in the area, including programs 
that provide health and human services. Help us meet our matching goal by June 30. Please donate 
online at ppin.org/donate and type “Mishawaka health center” in the comments section or use the 
enclosed envelope.
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In the News

Planned Parenthood of Indiana’s Annual 
Meeting and Voices for Choice Awards 
Ceremony was extremely well-attended in 
November. The meeting began with the 
election of four new members to the PPIN 
Board of Directors. The new members are:  

• Crystal Grave, Indianapolis,
president & CEO, Snappening, LLC  

• ursula Wieland Penrose, 
Bloomington, nurse practitioner, she 
has worked with Planned Parenthood 
for more than 20 years in Hawaii, 
Alaska and Indiana in clinical and 
administrative roles 

• Vanessa Villegas lopez, 
Indianapolis, owner/attorney Lopez 
Law Office P.C.  

• Wayne Zink, Indianapolis, president 
of Endangered Species Chocolate 
Foundation  

Citizen's Energy Group executive 
Yvonne Perkins of Indianapolis is now 
the board's chair-elect. Indianapolis 
attorney Fred Schlegel serves as treasurer. 
The organization also welcomes Katie 

Carlson, of Indianapolis, chair of Planned 
Parenthood Young Leaders, as an ex-officio 
member.

The PPIN Board of Directors is responsible 
for supporting the mission, policies 
and activities of PPIN; establishing and 
monitoring the corporate policies and 
goals; providing guidance on ideological 
issues; and monitoring the organization's 
finances.

The Voices for Choice 
Awards Ceremony moved 
some audience members to 
tears as winners accepted 
their crystal awards and 
spoke about why they 
believe in choice and work 
to protect it.  The award 
winners are: 

• 2010 Distinguished 
Service Award: Kristin 
McMurtrey, Valparaiso 

• 2010 Distinguished 
Legislative Service 

Award: former State Sen. Sue 
Errington, Muncie 

• 2010 Margaret A. Sanger Award: 
Mary Spears, Indianapolis 

• 2010 Excellence in Media Award: Rich 
James, Post-Tribune 
(Northwest Indiana) 

• 2010 Young Leader Awards: Simone 
Smith and Shy'anne Hatfield, 
Indianapolis

awards, Board Changes were Highlights of annual Meeting

Deborah Simon and Betty Cockrum present PPIN's highest honor, the Margaret 
Sanger Award, to Indianapolis attorney Mary Spears for her work on behalf of 
young Hoosier women. 

More PPIN adoptions
Planned Parenthood of Indiana (PPIN) is delighted to announce it has increased its record 
of successful adoptions. The five recent adoption placements began as referrals from PPIN 
health centers in Indianapolis, Richmond New Albany, Terre Haute and Lafayette to a 
partner adoption agency, Independent Adoption Center. To date, PPIN has assisted with a 
total of nine completed adoptions in the state of Indiana and more are in the works.

PPIN has adoption information available in all of its health centers so that women can 
make well-informed decisions about what is best for them and their families. PPIN offers 
free, on-site adoption counseling at three of its health center locations. PPIN's adoption 
services are provided by independent adoption agencies. The Merrillville health center 
location partners with Adoption Center for Family Building; the Indianapolis and 
Bloomington locations work with Independent Adoption Center.

"PPIN offers women and their partners an array of services and information for sexual 
and reproductive health," said PPIN President and CEO Betty Cockrum. "We help them 
explore all of their options, including adoption, in the event of an unintended pregnancy."

To find out more about adoption services, you may log on to our provider agencies' websites 
at www.adoptionhelp.org and www.centerforfamily.com.

Enhanced Efficiency 
through Technology
PPIN unveiled PPINpoint (pronounced 
“pinpoint”), a new online staff portal, 
early this year. The new Intranet will 
help employees across the state better 
share information, as well as improve 
communication and overall efficiency. 

PPIN's next step is to launch a new 
practice management system and, 
in the next 18 months, transition to 
electronic health records. If you have an 
interest in supporting PPIN's efforts to 
advance its technology, please contact the 
development office at 317-637-4301.
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The 2011 session of the Indiana General 
Assembly is now underway.  Although the 
state’s legislators have only been at work a 
few months, PPIN and the reproductive 
rights of Hoosiers are very much under 
attack.  Seventeen bills introduced this 
legislative session either directly target 
PPIN or attempt to restrict access to vital 
reproductive health care services and 
create bigger government.

In this state budget writing year, 
defunding is a major concern for PPIN. 
Two introduced bills would prevent PPIN 
from receiving any government funding. 
These bills are a direct threat to our ability 
to provide services to the neediest of 
Hoosiers. "Informed consent" is another 
area of concern.  There are multiple bills 

trendyMinds Lends 
a Hand to PPIN’s 
Communications 
efforts
Indianapolis advertising agency 
TrendyMinds selected PPIN to receive 
$10,000 worth of free strategic and 
interactive guidance in 2010.  They focused 
their efforts primarily on ideas for the design 
and content of a new blog, as well as some 
general advice on how to better share our 
reproductive health care messages with the 
public.  We’re proud to say that, with the 
agency’s help, we’ve launched our brand new 
blog, which you can find at www.ppin.org. 

TrendyMinds was a great partner to us 
in 2010, and we know we’re not alone 
in benefiting from their “pay it forward” 
mentality – the company has donated a 
quarter of a million dollars in services to 
the Indianapolis community over the past 
three years.  Learn more about the creative 
and insightful folks at TrendyMinds by 
going to www.trendyminds.com. 

anti-Choice Bills Filed in the Indiana General assembly
adding offensive, misleading, and in some 
cases untruthful new language to the 
legislature-mandated script that must be 
read in person to a woman at least 18 hours 
prior to an abortion. These mandates are 
attempts to intimidate and punish women 
for exercising their right to choose and 
profoundly intrude on the doctor-patient 
relationship.  Some legislators have already 
voted publicly against requiring "medically 
accurate" information.  The speed at which 
these bills are moving and the level of 
misinformation on which legislators are 
basing their votes is stunning.  

Two bills that are moving would define 
in Indiana law that "human physical 
life" begins with a fertilized egg, putting 
all birth control methods that prevent 

the aftermath of the November elections
PPIN thanks you for your hard work and dedication during the 2010 November elections. Despite 
all our efforts, the wave of change and economic uncertainty resulted in an upset for pro-family 
planning legislators across the nation. 

In some areas of Indiana, the results were downright devastating.  One of our strongest supporters, 
Muncie State Sen. Sue Errington, was defeated.  The Indiana House of Representatives, never an 
institution to champion reproductive rights, is now dominated by anti-choice legislators by a sizable 
majority.  In the Senate, Democrats don’t even have to show up in order for business to be conducted 
because Republicans picked up enough seats that they now 
have a “super majority.” 

It’s not all doom and gloom, though.  We relied on you to 
help us defeat dangerous anti-choice candidates running 
for office – and in some areas we succeeded. Some pro-
choice legislators did keep their seats and State Rep. Jackie 
Walorski, one of PPIN’s most vocal opponents, was defeated 
in her attempt to unseat Congressman Joe Donnelly. 

The election turned the tide against pro-family planning 
initiatives in Indiana.  With these changes in the Statehouse, 
access to affordable, quality health care is in jeopardy.  
Make a non-tax-deductible donation to PPAI, Planned 
Parenthood's C4 arm, by visiting advocates.ppin.org or 
contact sonia.santana@ppin.org to get involved!

implantation at risk.  Other worrisome 
legislation would ban abortions at "twenty 
weeks post-fertilization", with no exceptions 
for rape and incest.  This change does not 
take into consideration existing federal 
and state laws regarding viability, which is 
rightly a determination made by a woman's 
doctor.  A bill that would ban abortion 
entirely was introduced, with the author 
intending that Indiana serve as the test case 
for overturning Roe v. Wade.

These are only a few of the issues that 
Planned Parenthood Advocates of Indiana 
is dealing with this legislative session.  To 
learn more about these anti-choice bills 
and what you can do to help fight against 
them, please visit advocates.ppin.org. 
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For more information or to purchase tickets call 
317-637-4175 or visit www.ppin.org/goddesses.


