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without the ability to raise children in safe and 
healthy environments, free of violence. As we face 
an existential crisis in abortion access, we know 
our fights for freedom and justice are deeply 
interconnected.

And as we await the upcoming Supreme Court 
decision on Jackson v. Whole Woman’s Health, I 
cannot help but worry about how abortion bans 
and restrictions will cause further harm to the most 
marginalized and underserved communities, like 
the LGBTQ+ and BIPOC communities. People who 
do not have access to the financial resources and 
support they need to travel out of state are forced to 
carry pregnancies or flee their state to seek abortion 
outside of the health care system.   

Overturning Roe will have catastrophic effects – we 
know this for certain. It also brings the scary reality 
that many other civil rights can be undone. In the 
coming weeks, you will hear from us directly. We will 
call upon you to meet us in the moment so we can 
rise together and fight back for freedom and justice.

In this together, 

Melissa Reed, MA JD
President & CEO

JUNE 2022

Message from Melissa 
Reed, President and CEO
Happy Pride Month! This month we are celebrating 
the LGBTQ+ community – all over Pennsylvania! 
Planned Parenthood Keystone will be at various 
Pride events throughout the state, including York, 
Doylestown, Reading, and Lancaster. We hope to 
see you this summer.

I’m also so excited to share news with you about 
the launch of our newest LGBTQ+ youth education 
program, Roy G. Biv! Roy G. Biv offers support 
for LGBTQ+ youth ages 10-14 years old. Be sure 
to check out our spotlight on Roy G. Biv and its 
founder, Rae Davis, in this month’s issue. 

The LGBTQ+ community needs our support now 
more than ever. States across the nation, including 
here in Pennsylvania, are proposing  anti-trans laws. 
Lawmakers in Pennsylvania have proposed a bill that 
would prevent trans students from participating in 
high school sports. The bill has frighteningly passed 
the House and is awaiting a vote in the Senate. I’m 
deeply disturbed by the increasing amount of anti-
LGBTQ+ hate and transphobia. The launch of Roy 
G. Biv comes at a time when LGBTQ+ youth need 
support the most. 

This is a moment to celebrate but I would be remiss 
if I did not share that I am still reeling from the 
devastating news of the racist shooting in Buffalo, 
NY and the horrifying murder of 19 children and 2 
teachers in Uvalde, TX. Again, our communities are 
struggling to manage overwhelming grief, loss, and 
pain. 

As reproductive justice leaders in our movement 
have taught us, there is no reproductive freedom 



Legislative 
Update
SB 956: No Right To An 
Abortion, Constitutional 
Amendment

Sign up for 
a state-wide 
phone bank to 
get the word 
out about the 
amendment

Email your 
senators

Senate Bill 956 is a proposed 
amendment to our state 
constitution. The bill states “The 
policy of Pennsylvania is to 
protect the life of every unborn 
child from conception to birth, 
to the extent permitted by the 
Federal Constitution.”

If passed and later approved at 
the ballot, this bill would make 
it much easier for the state to 
ban or severely restrict abortion 
if indeed Roe is overturned.

In addition to permitting a 
total ban on abortion, this 
amendment would also allow 
politicians to restrict access to IVF, 
contraception, and even certain 
birthing care and decisions.

It would also open the door to 
politicians enacting regulations 
that prevent doctors from 
treating ectopic pregnancies 
or miscarriages and allow the 
passage of laws that impede 
doctors from offering medical 
care to a pregnant woman if that 
care might endanger an ongoing 
pregnancy.

SIGN UP

EMAIL

RESOURCES  
TO PUSH BACK

https://www.weareplannedparenthoodaction.org/a/pppa-sb-956-phone-bank
https:/www.weareplannedparenthoodaction.org/a/pppa-constitutional-amendment-co-sponsors-spanks


BANS OFF 
OUR BODIES

Thank you to event photographers, 
Josie Lopez (she/they) 
Jelani Splawn (they/them)

contact the photographers on Instagram 
@gotojosie
@jelly_the_photographer

https://www.instagram.com/gotojosie
https://www.instagram.com/jelly_the_photographer


MAY 14TH 
BANS OFF RALLY 
HARRISBURG 
Saturday, May 14th, we joined the na-
tionwide mass mobilization for abortion 
access to declare Bans Off Our Bodies! 

We put the call out to every person who 
believes that the right to an abortion is 
a fundamental right in this country to 
meet us in Harrisburg to make clear that 
this fight is far from over.  

The march in Harrisburg turned out over 
1,000 supporters — 1 million nationwide 
— to protest abortion bans. 

You can watch highlights from the ral-
ly in Harrisburg — one of 450 Bans Off 
events across the country with the link 
to the right. 

Thank you to Ben Stem Media for their 
inspired filmography work to document 
this event.

Above: actress, singer, author, and activist, Sheryl Lee Ralph speaking at the Harris-

burg rally on May 14th

Below: Speakers from the Harrisburg rally gather for a photo post event



BANS OFF OUR BODIES MARCH

LOU KIRLAND

AMAL BASS

Thousands gathered on May 14th to declare “Bans 
off our bodies!” including PPKeystone Board mem-
bers, Judy Chang Cody and Liz Vibber

Patient storyteller and abortion access 
advocate, Lou Kirkland speaking at the 
Harrisbrug Bans Off event

Director of Policy and Advocacy with 
Women’s Law Project



Photos Provided by
Josie Lopez (she/they)
@gotojosie

Above: Protesters gathered in front of speakers at the Harrisburg Bans Off event on May 14th. This was one event of more 
than 450 organized across the country to protest abortion bans following the recently leaked draft of the SCOTUS opinion 
on Jackson v. Whole Women’s Health Organization

Bottom Right: Sam Bobila, Chief External Affairs Officer, PPKeystone and Signe Espinoza, Executive Director, Planned 
Parenthood Pennsylvania Advocates

BANS OFF  
OUR BODIES

RABBI AUDREY KOROTKIN, PH D. 

Speaking at the May 14th Harrisburg Bans 
Off event

https://www.instagram.com/gotojosie


FOLLOW US ON SOCIALS
@ppkeystone

VIEW NOW

Bans Off Harrisburg 
Event Highlights

VIEW NOW

PPKey Interview 
with Penn Live

https://www.tiktok.com/@ppkeystone
https://www.instagram.com/ppkeystone
https://www.facebook.com/ppkeystone
https://www.twitter.com/ppkeystone
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKAiibYNvLYOfqYEGDobhvA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_9wI4xWaN1o
https://youtu.be/try-lCYUW8w


TALKING ABOUT 
ABORTION

They are making these decisions 
for us, without any public 
conversation or input. They’re 
forcing people to have children, 
but against things like sex ed, 
affordable childcare, paid family 
leave, health care, and affordable 
housing.

Planned Parenthood providers 
talk with every patient who 
comes to us for an abortion. We 
provide unbiased information 
about all of their pregnancy 
options, including how to have 
a healthy pregnancy, starting 
prenatal care, referrals to 
adoption agencies, information 
about abortion, and resources for 

As we noted in last month’s newsletter, internal projections (made in collaboration with the 
research team at our national office) estimate that we could see as many as 8,500 additional 
patients annually coming from out of state in search of abortion care.  

One of the biggest things you can do to help is have real conversations about abortion. Not 
sure where to start? We’re here with you! 

In addition to the tips below, we will be hosting storyteller and abortion discussion workshops 
where you’ll get to have real practice talking about abortion with others. You can sign up for  
workshops with the buttons on the next page. 

In This Together, 

Kate 

Each person’s circumstance is 
different and each pregnancy is 
unique. These personal decisions 
should be respected and valued 

Every pregnancy and situation is 
different. We can’t know all of the 
factors that go into someone’s 
decision. 

Remind people that abortion is 
a deeply personal decision that 
no one should be making for 
someone else. It’s just not our 
place to tell someone else what 
to do. 

Politicians shouldn’t be taking 
away our power to control our 
personal decisions. 

getting support for pregnancy 
decisions. 

Most patients have already 
decided to have an abortion 
when they come to us. Still, we 
ask every patient if they feel 
sure about their decision. If 
the patient is unsure, we say 
something like “let’s stop for 
today” and ask what would best 
help them. 



PPKEY STORYTELLING 
WORKSHOP

Have you received compassionate 
sexual and reproductive health 
care or abortion services at 
Planned Parenthood? Do you 
have a story about accessing 
these vital services that you 
want to share? Join us! Planned 
Parenthood Keystone is hosting 
a virtual storytelling workshop 
series to offer a brave space for 
current and future storytellers 
come together, build community, 
share our stories, and advance 
advocacy for reproductive health, 
rights, and freedom. Our kickoff 
to this series starts Wednesday, 
June 8th from 6:00-7:00pm ET. 
This session will be an informal, 

interactive opportunity to get 
to know one another and learn 
about our storytelling program. 

If you are unable to make it to 
the kickoff session but would 
still like to sign up for the series, 
or for questions, please contact 
advocacy@ppkeystone.org. 

Photo of patient storyteller, 
Alexandra Smith speaking to crowd 
at Harrisburg Bans Off Our Bodies 
rally last month

RSVP

Sign Up for the 
Kick Off Session 
Wednesday, 
June 8, 2022  
6 — 7 PM

mailto:advocacy%40ppkeystone.org?subject=Storytelling%20Workshop
https://www.weareplannedparenthood.org/a/%20ppkey-june-2022-storytelling-workshop


If you would like to connect with Rae and 
their work, you can reach them at rdavis@
ppkeystone.org or on Instagram @roy.g.biv.
doylestown_

Photo portrays a recent project the youth at 
Roy G. Biv completed. Tiny zines helped them 
explore big concepts like their identities and 
relationships

ROY G. BIV

Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, and gender 
nonconforming people are a part of every community and 
beloved members of many families. Our education team is 
here to ensure that LGBTQ+ youth in our own communities feel 
supported at one of the most critical times in their development

PPKeystone’s newest LGBTQ+ Youth 
Program in Doylestown



What began as an informal weekly meeting for LG-
BTQ+ youth in Doylestown has now become an educa-
tional program at Planned Parenthood Keystone. Rae 
Davis started Roy G. Biv as a support space for LGBTQ+ 
youth back in February 2021.  

“Roy G. Biv represents, to me, what I was searching for 
as a youth who was not given the tools or opportuni-
ty to understand my identity and connect with others, 
while also being able to play and still be a child. As 
part of the Planned Parenthood Keystone family, I am 
thrilled at the chance to provide such services, with the 
resources of Planned Parenthood behind me, to further 
enrich lives of LGBTQ+ kiddos. I believe this work can 
and will save lives and it is an honor to have a part in 
that.”  

Rae, pronouns they/them, started Roy G. Biv at the re-
quest of a parent of a trans student. The parent, who 
knew Rae personally, wanted to know how to help 
and support their child. Rae, who is trans, was eager 
to share their personal experience with LGBTQ+ youth. 
They began meeting in Makers Off Main in Doyles-
town, a small group of LGBTQ+ youth, with the support 
of youth’s parents, set against the backdrop of a sup-
portive local business and treasured community space.  

Rae has been a Doylestown resident their entire life, 
having grown up in the community. Rae attended a 
Buddhist school growing up and they attribute this 
education to their respect and appreciation for alter-
native ways of learning. Their past work experience 
has included childcare and working at Siren Records in 
Doylestown. They attended Drexel University to study 
English, Philosophy, and Gender Studies. Their mul-
ti-disciplinary education, including both informal and 

formal education, has provided Rae with a rich plethora 
of life experiences to share with LGBTQ+ youth – many of 
whom just need a queer adult to talk to or look up to.  

The LGBTQ+ youth community in Doylestown is tight-knit 
and as word rippled throughout the community about 
Rae’s weekly support groups, more people began to take 
notice.  

Rae gained the attention of Marlene Pray, Director of 
Planned Parenthood Keystone’s Rainbow Room program 
in Doylestown. The two had known each for some time and 
Marlene recognized the important work Rae was doing 
with LGBTQ+ youth. Seeing an opportunity to support 10-
14 year olds, Roy. G. Biv launched this spring as Planned 
Parenthood Keystone’s newest Education program. 

Roy G. Biv is a support program for LGBTQ+ youth aged 
10-14 years old. Meetings are held weekly on Thursday 
evenings at the Rainbow Room. A priority of the program 
is to offer youth a safe and supportive space to be them-
selves, learn about queer history, and validate the iden-
tities of LGBTQ+ youth. Roy G. Biv offers support, group 
discussions, arts and crafts, and sex education.  

For more information, visit Roy G. Biv’s Instagram @roy.g.
biv.doylestown_ or email Rae at rdavis@ppkeystone.org. 

ROY G. BIV

@roy.g.biv.doylestown_

rdavis@ppkeystone.org

https://www.instagram.com/roy.g.biv.doylestown_
mailto:rdavis%40ppkeystone.org?subject=
https://www.instagram.com/roy.g.biv.doylestown_
mailto:rdavis%40ppkeystone.org?subject=


BLAIR IMANI
BIO FROM BLAIRIMANI.COM

Blair is also the author of Making Our 
Way Home, and Modern HERstory. 
Her scholarship spans the subjects of 
intersectionality, gender studies, race 
and racism, sociology, and United 
States history. The New York Times 
praises Blair Imani’s unique ability 
to create “progressive lessons with 
vibrant visuals and a perky, quirky 
delivery.”  

She is the author of Read This to Get 
Smarter: about Race, Class, Gender, 
Disability, and More (2021), Making 
Our Way Home: The Great Migration 
and the Black American Dream 

(2020), and Modern HERstory: Stories 
of Women and Nonbinary People 
Rewriting History (2018). Blair has 
lectured and presented at universities 
including Oxford, Stanford, Brown, 
Harvard, Duke, and many more. She 
serves on the Board of Directors for 
the Tegan and Sara Foundation, and 
on the Board of Trustees for Muslims 
for Progressive Values. 

Blair Imani is a Black bisexual Muslim 
woman who was born and raised 
in Los Angeles, California. Imani 
graduated with a degree in history 
from Louisiana State University where, 

in 2014, she founded Equality for HER, 
a (now closed) non-profit organization 
that provided resources and a forum 
for women and nonbinary people 
to feel empowered. In 2016, Imani’s 
dedication to community took her to 
the front lines of a Black Lives Matter 
protest and, following her arrest at the 
protests of Alton Sterling’s murder in 
Baton Rouge, Blair began building a 
platform and social media presence to 
organize and create awareness about 
injustices in her communities.  

Blair Imani has been profiled in 
The New York Times, Allure, and 
Bustle, to discuss her approach to 
education using social media. Her viral 
TEDxBoulder talk, “Queer & Muslim: 
Nothing to Reconcile”, has sparked 
important discourse about the 
intersection of the two identities. From 
the United States to Germany, Kenya, 
France, and the United Kingdom, Blair 
Imani has inspired audiences around 
the world. 

As an influencer and historian, semi-
retired organizer, and public speaker, 
Blair Imani is dedicated to making the 
world a better place and amplifying 
the voices and work of those fighting 
the good fight. Learn more about 
Blair Imani by visiting blairimani.com 
and joining her on social media @
blairimani.

Blair Imani is the LA Times Bestselling author of Read This to Get Smarter. She is an 
award-winning educator, historian and influencer. 

https://blairimani.com/about
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Upcoming 
Event
A Virtual Bookclub

There will be 
three sessions 
available to join 
the bookclub

The event will be held 
virtually via Zoom on 
Tuesday, August 16th

Thursday, August 18th

Wednesday, August 24th

Save the Date
Keystone Cares

Thursday, September 29, 2022

12:00PM

Featuring speaker Blair Imani, 
critically-acclaimed author, educator 
and influencer. Her latest book is 
Read This to Get Smarter. 

Planned Parenthood Keystone 
will be hosting a Virtual Book 
Club this August.

This virtual meeting will 
be a chance to join fellow 
reproductive rights advocates 
to discuss the latest book 
by our Keystone Cares 2022 
Keynote Speaker, Blair Imani.

Keep an eye on your inbox for 
the upcoming registration link. 
If you have questions or just 
want to be sure you don’t miss 
the invitation, you can email 
development@ppkeystone.org. 



In Case You Missed It
YWCA Bucks County’s 
Stand Against Racism

PPKeystone Chief External Af-
fairs Officer, Sam Bobila joined 
a panel of speakers for YWCA 
Bucks County’s Stand Against 
Racism event on April 28th. The 
panel met to discuss the inter-
sectionality of anti-racism and 
reproductive justice.

We’re at a crisis point for our 
constitutional right to abortion 
in this country, and the fight for 
access to abortion is not one 
that can be won alone.

The entire reproductive health, 
rights, and justice movement 

— including independent pro-
viders, Planned Parenthood, 
abortion funds, and other re-
productive health, rights, and 
justice organizations — must be 
resourced in order to sustain 
this fight to protect abortion ac-
cess and ensure all people can 
get the care they need, regard-
less of where they live.

Planned Parenthood Keystone 
is proud to work in partnership 
with other organizations in the 
reproductive rights movement, 
such as Abortion Liberation 
Fund, New Voices Reproduc-
tive Justice, and independent 
providers because we know 

our collective work is critical to 
ensure that all people can get 
the essential health care and in-
formation they need to control 
their health, lives, and repro-
ductive futures. 

We’re so grateful for our friends 
at YWCA Bucks County and the 
important work they’re doing. 
They truly demonstrate an In 
This Together attitude in the 
movement to push back against 
efforts to set back reproductive 

rights. 



June & July 
Community 
Outreach
The Planned Parenthood Keystone 
Education and Community Outreach 
teams host and attend many public 
community events in the month of 
June and beyond. We hope you can 
stop by an event in your area.

Friday, June 10th

• WIC 
9 AM – 2 PM 
Penn Market 
380 W Market St, York , PA

Saturday, June 11th

• State College Pride 
11 AM – 4 PM 
Sidney Friedman Parklet 
241 S Fraser St, State College, PA

• York County Pride 
10 AM — 2 PM 
Cousler Park 
1060 Church Road, York, PA

• NAACP Black Health Matters 
and Wellness Fair 
12 PM — 4 PM 
235-237 Walnut Street, Read-
ing, PA

• First Peoples Festival 
12 PM – 1 PM 
Pebble Hill Church 
320 Edison Furlong Rd, 
Doylestown, PA 
 
 

• Teen Pool Party hosted by  
The Village of Reading 
7 PM — 10 PM 
College Manor Pool 
1635 Rockland St., Reading

Tuesday, June 14th 

• Abington Township Library Pride Fest 
6 PM — 7:30 PM 
Abington Free Library  
1030 Old York Rd, Abington, PA 

Wednesday, June 15th

• Queer Artistry & Open Mic 
5:30 PM – 8:30 PM 
Moravian Pottery & Tile Works 
130 E Swamp Rd, Doylestown, PA

Saturday, June 18th 

• West Reading Art on the Avenue 
11 AM — 7 PM 
Penn Ave, Reading, PA

• Doylestown Pride Block Party 
11 AM — 5 PM 
E. State Street between Pine & Main  
Streets, Doylestown, PA

• Juneteenth Rdg! 
12 PM — 6 PM 
237 Walnut Street, Reading  
 

Photo from this year’s raising of the Doylestown Pride flag, an event hosted 
annually by PPKey’s Rainbow Room, GLSEN Bucks County, Doylestown Pride 
Festival, and  Bucks County NAACP



• Lancaster Pride 
12 PM — 6 PM 
Clipper Magazine Stadium 
650 N Prince St, Lancaster 

Saturday, June 25th 

• Pride Fest Hanover 
12 – 8 PM 
Moul Field 
151-153 Moul Ave, Hanover, PA 

• Teen Pool Party hosted by  
The Village of Reading 
7 PM — 10 PM 
College Manor Pool 
1635 Rockland St., Reading

Sunday, June 26th 

• Bucks Mont Pride 
12 PM — 5 PM 
Abington Art Center 
515 Meetinghouse Rd, Jenkintown, PA

Monday, June 27th 

• Bradbury Sullivan’s LGBTQ+ Family 
Building Health Fair  
4 PM — 7 PM 
522 Maple Street at Bayard Rustin Way, 
Allentown, PA

Friday, July 1st

• First Friday York  
5 PM — 9 PM 
Beaver Street, York, PA

Sunday, July 17th 

• Reading Pride Celebration 
11 AM — 6 PM 
201 Washington St, Office 556, Reading, 
PA

Thursday, July 28th

• Job & Resource Fair hosted by PathStone 
10 AM — 2 PM 
121 South 2nd Street, Reading

Saturday, July 30th 

• Pride Festival of Central PA  
11 AM — 6 PM 
Emergency Responders Plaza 
Harrisburg, PA

 

Follow us on socials!
@ppkeystone

https://www.tiktok.com/@ppkeystone
https://www.instagram.com/ppkeystone
https://www.facebook.com/ppkeystone
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKAiibYNvLYOfqYEGDobhvA

