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Letter from New Board 
Chair Melanie Stone, MD  
Greetings from PPKeystone!

I’m honored to write to you in my new role as Chair 
of the Board of Directors for PPKeystone.  It has been 
a true pleasure learning more about the affiliate, its 
staff, its supporters and the rich history of Planned 
Parenthood in Pennsylvania. As a practicing OB/
GYN, I’ve seen firsthand the effects of the relentless 
attacks on access to sexual and reproductive health-
care in the U.S., and the impact they have on those 
seeking high-quality, affordable care.  

As we continue to navigate these challenges as well 
as those presented by the global pandemic, I am 
confident that, as long as we are in this together, we 
will succeed. 

In the coming months, I look forward to working with 
all of you to champion Planned Parenthood’s goal 
of expanding access to reproductive healthcare like 
birth control, STI testing and treatment, and access 
to safe, legal and affordable abortion.   

In this together, 

Melanie Stone, MD
Board Chair

AUGUST 2020

In the News
Letter to the Editor
PPKey President and CEO, Melissa Reed, recently 
submitted a letter to the editor regarding Margaret 
Sanger. The letter was picked up and published in 
Echo Pilot, a local news outlet located in Greencastle, 
PA.

You can read the full letter here.

“We stand with and trust 
Black women to make 
decisions about their own 
bodies. Most importantly, 
we are committed to the 
institutional and structural 
change that will allow 
us to work towards truly 
achieving reproductive 
freedom for all.”

-Melissa Reed

https://www.echo-pilot.com/opinion/20200803/letters-to-editor-for-aug-3-2020/1


“All the staff were very nice and welcoming. Every-
one made me feel comfortable and explained every-
thing that was going on.”

“Exceptional staff...listened to what I had to say and 
the procedural questions from the staff to make sure 
I was safe were so excellent.” 

“Everyone was very helpful, kind, and informative. I 
really appreciated everything the staff and doctors 
did for me, especially last minute. I would recom-
mend this office and would definitely go back.” 

“Respect and compassion are ALWAYS high here. I 
can’t tell you how much I value the hearts of these 
providers.” 

“First time at Planned Parenthood. Staff were really 
nice and welcoming. Great experience.” 

“Planned Parenthood is an 
excellent facility that always 
provides good quality care.”

“They were very friendly & 
gave me extra advice and 
made sure I was okay.”

What patients 
are saying



Affiliate 
Update
Debuting Our New Chat/
Text Program
Our Chat/Text Program is now LIVE! You can text us 
774636 to start texting with our health educators to-
day. If you prefer instant message, visit plannedpar-
enthood.org/chat

Racial & Social Justice 
Committee to Present at 
National Conference
This month, several members of PPKeystone’s em-
ployee-lead Racial & Social Justice Committee will 
be presenting a workshop at PPFA’s Solidarity 2020, 
a professional conference committed to Planned 
Parenthood Staff of Color. Our affiliate’s committee 
was selected to present at the national conference 
to share a case study of how we started our Racial & 
Social Justice program at PPKey.

PPKeystone’s workshop will be co-presented by: Ali-
cia Hampton (she/her), Director of Health Services 
and Systems; Celeste Reyes (she/her/ella), Medical 
Care Assistant; Ebony Barbosa (she/her), Administra-
tive Coordinator; and Michaela Pommels of Corajus, 
a racial justice non-profit organization based in Phil-
adelphia, PA.

SCOTUS 
Update
Employers Can Deny Birth 
Control on Religious and 
Moral Grounds
Last month’s Supreme Court decision in Trump v PA 
upheld the Trump administration rule that allows em-
ployers and universities to deny their employees and 
students coverage for contraceptive care based on a 
religious or moral objection. This is a poor outcome 
that will further restrict essential health care for mil-
lions of people that use birth control.  

Everyone has a right to be safe and healthy. Birth con-
trol is critical, time-sensitive medication that treats 
serious conditions and allows people to plan if and 
when they get pregnant. It is unconscionable to limit 
health care when the nation is facing a public health 
crisis and extreme social unrest.  

People of color and low-income communities will be 
most impacted by this rollback of birth control cov-
erage. Under the Affordable Care Act, birth control 
coverage expanded for 62 million women, includ-
ing 17 million Latinas and 15 million Black women. 
These are the populations also disproportionately 
impacted by COVID-19 and systemic racism that 
polices the bodies of Black and Brown people. This 
decision will only make life harder for the very peo-
ple who are keeping our economy afloat during this 
pandemic and fighting in the streets for the right to 
control their bodies and lives. 

https://www.plannedparenthood.org/online-tools/chat
https://www.plannedparenthood.org/online-tools/chat
https://www.plannedparenthood.org/online-tools/chat
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nDOssUpj3aE&feature=youtu.be


PPKey
Employee
Spotlight DEB MCHUGH 

Longtime PPFA 
Employee
Recently, the Planned Parenthood Fed-
eration of America (PPFA) announced 
the retirement of its longest-tenured 
employee – Deb McHugh – on July 17, 
2020.  Many of you may know Deb, 
who started her PP career in Pennsyl-
vania, first as a nurse practitioner at 
Tri-County, and later as clinic manager, 
supervising nurse practitioner, direc-
tor of patient services, and as CEO of 
the former Planned Parenthood of the 
Capitol Region (Harrisburg).   

In 1995, Deb joined the national of-
fice’s Affiliate Evaluation Department. 
She’s served in a number of roles there, 
including directing PPFA’s accredita-
tion program, providing staff support 
to the PPFA Board’s Affiliate Develop-
ment and Accreditation Committee, 
and leading the affiliate ancillary orga-
nization review process. 

“PPKeystone wishes Deb the best in 
her retirement. Pennsylvania is a bet-
ter place because of Deb’s enduring 
commitment to sexual and reproduc-
tive health care,” said Melissa Reed, 
President & CEO of PPKeystone. Deb is 
known for her passion for PP’s mission, 
her sterling work ethic, and her man-
tra, “trust the process,” a reminder that 
no matter how difficult the moment, 
faith in the processes that are ground-
ed in our shared principles will see us 
through.

THERESA GASSERT, VOLUNTEER 
COORDINATOR 
Theresa Gassert has been with PPKeystone as Volun-
teer Coordinator based in Harrisburg for two years 
this September. A long-time supporter of Planned 
Parenthood and an advocate for reproductive rights, 
she studied Sociology and Political Science in college 
and always knew she wanted to help people. Over 
the course of her career, she’s worked in advocacy, on 
political campaigns, and for non-profits.

At PPKeystone, Theresa created our current volun-
teer and internship program and is responsible for its 
oversight and growth. Her goal is to engage the com-
munity in our work, build strong partnerships with 
other community organizations, and support our pa-
tients and health centers. Away from work she loves 
to be outdoors hiking or riding bike and spending 
time with her partner and their cat.



In the 
Community
Affiliate-Wide Event
Sponsorships are still available. Funds raised through 
Keystone Cares will help us provide access to sexual 
and reproductive health care for 22,000 individuals 
through Pennsylvania. Click the image to visit

Take Action!
PPKeystone is relaunching its volunteer program this 
month! To learn more, please contact Theresa Gassert 
at tgassert@ppkeystone.org. 

In-Person opportunities:

Patient escort program – this in-person opportuni-
ty supports and assists patients entering and exiting 
our health centers in Allentown, Harrisburg, Reading, 
Warminster and York 

New VIRTUAL opportunities: 

Health Center Advocacy – these opportunities include 
digital voter registration, digital advocacy for PP sup-
porters, and assisting with speak-out virtual events for 
Planned Parenthood storytellers  

Planned Parenthood Generation Action – opportuni-
ties for students to participate in organizing activities 
with Planned Parenthood PA Advocates 

Other ways to engage with PP including Trivia Nights 
and Webinar Series are also coming soon!

New Services Starting in 
August
This month, we are excited to begin offering PEP 
and PrEP, due to launch in all PPKey health centers 
on August 10th. Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) 
and Post-Exposure Prophylaxis (PEP) have been 
game-changing medicines for those who are HIV 
positive or at risk for being exposed to HIV.

Follow us on 
socials!

@ppkeystone

 https://www.weareplannedparenthood.org/a/keystone-cares?_ 
https://www.facebook.com/PPKeystone/
https://www.instagram.com/ppkeystone/
https://twitter.com/PPKeystone

