
For almost 50 years, people who can get pregnant 
have relied on the holding in Roe v. Wade to make 
the most personal decision about whether or when 
to carry a pregnancy.  As the US Supreme Court af-
firmed in the 1992 Planned Parenthood v Casey deci-
sion, “[t]he ability of women to participate equally in 
the economic and social life of the Nation has been 
facilitated by their ability to control their reproduc-
tive lives.”

However, that may soon end. Access to abortion 
has been under attack across the United States for 
decades, but this year has been marked by unprec-
edented threats.  States have enacted 106 abortion 
restrictions so far in 2021 - the highest number since 
Roe was decided in 1973.

The plurality in Roe asserted that the fundamental 
right to abortion is grounded in the Due Process 
Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment, and the plu-
rality reiterated what the Court had said in Eisenstadt 
v. Baird: “[i]f the right of privacy means anything, it 
is the right of the individual, married or single, to be 
free from unwarranted governmental intrusion into 
matters so fundamentally affecting a person as the 
decision whether to bear or beget a child.” 

In Dobbs, the State of Mississippi passed a blatantly 
unconstitutional law in a direct challenge to Roe.  A 
panel of the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, one 
of the most conservative in the U.S., blocked en-
forcement of the law, finding it in conflict with Roe v. 
Wade and subsequent abortion decisions.   

However, the US Supreme Court agreed to take it up 
and it is unlikely that the new conservative majority 
on the Court would have agreed to hear the case if 
they weren’t willing to either overturn Roe outright or 
do away with the “undue burden” test in Casey.  This 
is a travesty. 
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Dear Friends, 

Last week on December 1st, the US Supreme Court 
heard arguments in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s 
Health Organization.  This is a 15-week abortion ban 
law out of Mississippi. It is a direct threat to the cen-
tral holding in Roe that women (sic) have the right to 
choose to have an abortion prior to viability and to 
do so without undue interference from the State. And 
let’s be really clear – this is a crisis point. The loudest 
alarm is ringing. 

As the President and CEO of Planned Parenthood 
Keystone, you know (and likely share) how deeply con-
cerned I am about abortion access in the U.S. What 
you may not know about is my legal background. I 
have a juris doctorate. So, this SCOTUS case feels 
deeply personal to me because of my professional 
and legal background.  
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“Will this institution survive the stench that 
this creates in the public perception that the 
Constitution and its reading are just political acts? 
I don’t see how it is possible.”

-Justice Sonia Sotomayor 

As a reminder in the 1992 case of Planned Par-
enthood of Southeastern Pennsylvania v. Casey, 
the US Supreme Court affirmed Roe while estab-
lishing an undue burden test. A legal restriction 
posing an undue burden is one that has “the 
purpose or effect of placing a substantial obsta-
cle in the path of a woman seeking an abortion 
of a nonviable fetus.”

The Supreme Court in the 2016 case Whole 
Woman’s Health v. Hellerstedt clarified exactly 
what the ‘undue burden’ test requires: “Casey re-
quires courts to consider the burdens a law im-
poses on abortion access together with the ben-
efits those laws confer.”  If the Court erodes that 
“undue burden” test, they may allow states to 
impose restrictions to pre-viability abortion for 
any reason including reason, diagnosis, method, 
or gestational age.

I keep thinking about what Justice Sotomayor 
said during the hearings about the Supreme 
Court’s role. “Will this institution survive the 
stench that this creates in the public perception 
that the Constitution and its reading are just po-
litical acts? I don’t see how it is possible,” she 
said.

She knows, just like you and I do, that this is a 
deeply political and prejudiced case that will 
erode health care for millions.

If the Court overturns Roe outright, finding there 
is no general right to privacy protection in the 
Constitution 26 states move to ban abortion, 

jeopardizing access for over 36 million women, 
trans men, and non-binary people. That’s nearly 
half of all women of reproductive age in the Unit-
ed States according to new research from Planned 
Parenthood Federation of America and In Our Own 
Voice: National Black Women’s Reproductive Jus-
tice Agenda. 

But that’s not all, if there is no right to privacy, then 
access to contraception, marriage rights and a 
whole host of other fundamental rights are at risk, 
too. This is, truly, unknown and terrifying territory.  

And those most harmed by these decisions will 
continue to be Black, Indigenous, and other peo-
ple of color, people with disabilities, people in rural 
areas, young people, immigrants, and those having 
difficulty making ends meet — all people who face 
systemic barriers to care. 

It is not surprising that those states with the most 
abortion restrictions are also where maternal and 
infant mortality rates are the highest and contin-
ue to climb and where there is the least access to 
healthcare. This is the direct result of historic rac-
ism, ongoing white supremacy, and coercive repro-
ductive policies in our country.  

The legal right to abortion has never been enough 
when millions can’t access it. 

At Planned Parenthood Keystone, we believe that 
every person deserves the ability to make their 
own decisions about their bodies, their lives, and 
we refuse to stand by while politicians try to control 
our reproductive freedom.  We have no more time 
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to waste. We must fight.  We cannot be complacent and hope the 
courts protect our rights.

We must demand that state leaders repeal restrictions and pass 
protections to make abortion more accessible; and put all politi-
cians who interfere in our reproductive freedom on notice.  

We must donate to abortion funds to ensure people who need an 
abortion have funds available if needed.

We must call on members of Congress to protect and expand abor-
tion access in Texas, Mississippi and across the country by demand-
ing that the Senate pass the Women’s Health Protection Act and 
that Congress end the Hyde Amendment as soon as possible.

There is no time to waste. 

Melissa Reed, MA JD
President & CEO
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I had a very positive experience. The 
staff was super friendly and made me 
feel welcomed. The OBGYN who treated 
me was super helpful and informative. 
She gave me information about my 
health that I couldn’t get from my normal 
PCP. She was also very welcoming and 
made me more comfortable during my 
visit than my regular PCP ever did. 

— York Health Center Patient

Patient 
Voices
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SPACE HERE FOR
OTHER DETAILS

KEEPING IT BRIEF 
WITH BCWAC

KEYSTONE 
PLANNED 
PARENTHOOD 
CEO, COLLEGE 
INSTRUCTOR 
WEIGH IN AS 
SUPREME COURT 
HEARS ARGUMENTS 
IN CASE OVER 
MISSISSIPPI 
ABORTION LAW Recently President and CEO 

Melissa Reed was quoted by 
local media outlets and spoke 
as a guest of the Bucks County 
Women’s Advocacy Coaltion’s 
(BCWAC) monthly call, Keeping 
It Brief.

Keeping it Brief is a mid-
week, mid-day gathering that 
serves as an opportunity for 
community members to get a 
quick update on current issues 
followed by the coalition. 
The meetings are hosted by 
Individual Partner Jill Schweizer.

Chief External Affairs Officer, 
Samantha Bobila was 
interviewed by York Daily 
Record.

VIEW NOW

VIEW NOW

IN CASE YOU 
MISSED IT

HOW THE 
SUPREME COURT’S 
ABORTION RULING 
COULD IMPACT 
PENNSYLVANIA 

VIEW NOW

YORK DAILY 
RECORD 
INTERVIEW WITH 
SAM BOBILA

VIEW NOW

https://bcwac.org/events/past-events/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=26418901-e085-40f9-91dd-2cff8929f96d 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/pennsylvania/keystone-planned-parenthood-ceo-college-instructor-weigh-in-as-supreme-court-hears-arguments-in-case/article_14028c96-52f4-11ec-b55b-f71ed8c3c910.html
https://www.abc27.com/news/pennsylvania/how-the-supreme-courts-abortion-ruling-could-impact-pennsylvania/
https://www.ydr.com/videos/news/2021/12/02/planed-parenthood-keystone-speaks-out-abortion-rights/8829921002/


TALKING ABOUT 
ABORTION

potential to overturn decades-
long precedent put in place by 
Roe v. Wade. 

PPKey was joined by supporters, 
community members and 
activists for a Speak Out for 
Abortion Justice at Good Brotha’s 
Book Cafe. 

We believe that everyone should have access to safe, effective, and legal abortion, without 
stigma or barriers — and we are proud to offer abortion services. As always, our focus is on 
providing expert, compassionate health care to patients, advocating to protect the right of 

all people to make their own personal health care decisions, and providing education to help 
people live healthy lives. 

To ensure abortion remains safe and legal for future generations, we must replace 
misinformation with facts and have honest conversations about abortion in America today.

On December 1st, Planned 
Parenthood Keystone 
joined Planned Parenthood 
organizations and partners across 
the state for a day of action in 
response to the Supreme Court 
hearing of Dobbs v. Jackson 
Women’s Health Organization 
- an abortion ban case with the 

During the event, nearly a 
dozen patient advocates spoke 
out about their experiences 
in accessing abortion care 
and the vital importance of 
ensuring reproductive freedom 
for all.

LOU KIRKLAND
PATIENT STORYTELLER



IF YOU WEREN’T ABLE TO MAKE IT TO 
AN EVENT NEAR YOU ON WEDNESDAY, 
THERE ARE STILL WAYS YOU CAN TAKE 
ACTION. CLICK THE ICONS ON THIS 
PAGE TO FOLLOW THE LINKS.

Donate to organizations doing 
the work on the ground to 
support abortion access in 
Mississippi and Texas

Donate to abortion 
funds ensuring access in 
Pennsylvania, like Keystone 
Fund for Choice and Abortion 
Liberation Fund

Sign our pledge. Visit 
BansOffOurBodies.org to 
join the fight for reproductive 
freedom

Continue sharing your stories 
— in your personal life or sign 
up for our patient storytelling 
coalition

Demand Congress protect and 
expand abortion access by 
passing the Women’s Health 
Protection Act and ending the 
Hyde Amendment.

Volunteer with Planned 
Parenthood Keystone

Get your GYN care at Planned 
Parenthood Keystone. Coming 
to us for your healthcare is as 
helpful as a donation. Learn 
more.

https://jacksonwomenshealth.com/
https://www.lilithfund.org/donate
https://www.congressionalinstitute.org/contact-congress/
https://www.plannedparenthoodaction.org/rightfully-ours/bans-off-our-bodies
https://www.plannedparenthood.org/planned-parenthood-keystone/get-involved-us/donate
https://jacksonwomenshealth.com/
https://www.plannedparenthood.org/planned-parenthood-keystone/get-involved-us/donate
https://www.plannedparenthood.org/planned-parenthood-keystone/get-involved-us/donate
https://www.womensmedicalfund.org/donate
https://www.womensmedicalfund.org/donate
https://www.plannedparenthoodaction.org/rightfully-ours/bans-off-our-bodies
https://www.congressionalinstitute.org/contact-congress/
https://www.plannedparenthood.org/planned-parenthood-keystone/get-involved-us/get-care
https://www.plannedparenthood.org/planned-parenthood-keystone/get-involved-us/get-care
https://www.plannedparenthood.org/planned-parenthood-keystone/get-involved-us/get-care
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GOOD BROTHA’S BOOK CAFÉ

DECEMBER SPEAKOUT

STAFFING PHOTO

PPKeystone and Planned Parenthood Pennsylvania 
Advocates Staff at December 2nd storyteller event 
at Good Brotha’s Book Café in Harrisburg

PPKeystone Public Affairs Coordinator, 
Theresa Gassert

Thank you so much to those who joined us for this inti-
mate event. Your stories matter.

https://good-brothas-book-cafe.business.site/?utm_source=gmb&utm_medium=referral
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Abortion 
Access in PA
A Legislative Recap
Pennsylvania’s state legislature is 
packed with politicians who have 
been voting against reproductive 
rights. Currently, the only reason 
the many bills restricting access to 
abortion that have been introduced 
haven’t been signed into law 
is because Governor Wolf has 
promised to veto every one of them.  

We know that without his veto, our 
legislature would place restrictions 
on abortion that are not based 
in scientific evidence and aim to 
further stigmatize abortion while 
confusing the public about medical 
facts. 

While we can’t predict the future, 
the past is a good indicator that 
the outlook isn’t promising for 
Pennsylvanians if Roe were to be 
overturned.

This recap is a reminder of the 
agenda we have been fighting:

HB 118: Fetal Remains

Would require that a person 
seeking an abortion have their 
embryonic or fetal tissue either 
buried or cremated

Would impose a funeral ritual of 
sorts on people

HB 904: 6-week Abortion Ban 

Would prevent most people from 
getting abortions as early as six 
weeks into a pregnancy

Could take away a person’s 
right to make their own medical 

decisions before they even know 
they have a decision to make

HB 275: Substance Abuse during 
Pregnancy  

HB 1500: Down Syndrome Ban 

Would ban some early abortions 
in the state based on the results of 
prenatal genetic testing

Would threaten pregnant people’s 
lives and health by making 
abortions harder to obtain for 
those who need them

HB 289: Abortion Clinics 
Reporting

Would shame patients and create 
additional administrative hurdles 
for clinics, not increase safety

This bill is redundant and 
unnecessary — the information it 
seeks to force abortion clinics to 
share is already available to the 
public

HB 1095: Fetal Homicide

SB 21: Down Syndrome Ban

Would ban some early abortions 
in the state based on the results of 
prenatal genetic testing

Would threaten pregnant people’s 
lives and health by making 
abortions harder to obtain for 
those who need them

SB 378: 6-week Abortion Ban

Would prevent most people from 

getting abortions as early as six 
weeks into a pregnancy

Could take away a person’s 
right to make their own medical 
decisions before they even know 
they have a decision to make

SB 152: Defund Planned 
Parenthood

Seeks to oust Planned Parenthood 
from state family planning funding 

Would prohibit the Department 
of Health from entering into a 
contract or making a grant to any 
entity that performs non-federally 
qualified abortion





In a time when the right to access abortion hangs in the balance, Planned 
Parenthood Keystone is doing everything we can to continue to ensure 
that patients across the state can still get the care they need. 

One of the ways we do this is through direct to patient medication abor-
tion. We are currently the only affiliate in the state and one of very few 
Planned Parenthood affiliates in the country who offer this option. With the 
widely varying populations of the 37 counties in our territory, the option 
to receive abortion medications in the mail can be the difference between 
getting an abortion and being forced to carry a pregnancy because a pa-
tient is unable to travel to a health center. 

Schedule informed consent video on our 
website

Get labs at your local LabCorp

Receive abortion medications overnight in 
the mail

Have virtual appointment with our expert 
provider
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WORLD AIDS DAY
Our Education Department posted a great video on TikTok for World 
AIDS Day this year. If you haven’t checked us out on TikTok, click on 
the video to the left and give us a like and a follow.

World AIDS Day, marked annually on Dec. 1, is a 
global day of recognition for people living with HIV/
AIDS —  a time to show them support as well as honor 
people who have died from AIDS-related illnesses. 
Importantly, Planned Parenthood stands in solidarity 
to put an end to this destructive global epidemic. 
There are an estimated 37.7 million people living with 
HIV, according to the Joint United Nations Program on 
HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), but only 27.4 million have access 
to treatment. In 2020, 1.5 million people became 
newly infected with HIV, and 690,000 people died of 
HIV-related causes. AIDS remains the leading cause of 
death for women of reproductive age, 40 years after 
the first diagnosed case.

The global gag rule bars U.S. global health funding 

to foreign organizations that advocate for or provide 
access to abortion information, referrals, or services.  
The leading HIV research organization, amfAR, has 
documented that the global gag rule significantly 
disrupted HIV services and partners, including in sub-
Saharan Africa where HIV rates are among the highest 
in the world. A permanent end to the global gag rule 
is key to strengthening international efforts to end the 
HIV epidemic and address persistent health inequity. 
For the last 50 years, Planned Parenthood Global, the 
international arm of Planned Parenthood Federation 
of America, has proudly partnered with over 70 
organizations to help lead the movement for sexual 
and reproductive health and rights —  including HIV 
care and education programs across Africa and Latin 
America.

https://vm.tiktok.com/TTPd2EVeCm/


Follow us on socials!

Events
Abortion Speakout

Reading Open House

Leadership Call

December 1st
Our External Affairs team lead a passionate 
speakout for abortion rights in Harrisburg last 
week. Thank you to all of the storytellers who 
showed up and to Good Brotha’s Books and 
Cafe for opening up their coffeehouse for this 
event.

November 4th
Thanks so much to the Stanley-Miller family who 
made our new health center in Reading possible. 
We were so glad to be able to celebrate a full 
year in the new location last month.

December 8th
Tomorrow, Wednesday, December 8th, we 
hope you can join our leadership for discussion 
on what is going on at our affiliate and in the 
legislature. 

https://www.tiktok.com/@plannedparenthoodhrc/
https://www.facebook.com/ppkeystone
https://www.instagram.com/ppkeystone/
https://www.twitter.com/PPKeystone
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKAiibYNvLYOfqYEGDobhvA
https://tiktok.com/@plannedparenthoodhrc

