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PPMHV was awarded a $540,000 NY State 
Department of Health Comprehensive 
Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention 
(CAPP) grant for 2017-2021 to continue 
our evidence based and leadership 
programming for high school aged youth 
in Orange, Dutchess and Ulster Counties. 
For the first time, we are able to place our 
health educators in local high schools, 
providing greater PPMHV exposure as they 
work to reach an at-risk population. Our 
efforts combine sex education with Safe or 
Sorry Peer Leadership programming in high 
risk areas such as Newburgh, Middletown, 
Port Jervis, Poughkeepsie, Kingston and 

Ellenville. The grant allows us, in Newburgh, 
Poughkeepsie and Kingston High Schools, to 
provide on-site PPMHV Health Educators one 
day per week to answer questions, provide 
additional community referrals, assist with 
making health center appointments and 
facilitate workshops. Planned partnerships 
with Family Services, Family of Woodstock 
and Newburgh Recreation will expand 
afterschool/evening social, educational and 
recreational support programming for youth 
in Newburgh, Kingston and Poughkeepsie. 
Most importantly, students become 
educated on PPMHV services and how these 
services can assist them with their healthcare.

Board member Kellyann 
Kostyal-Larrier was 
honored by the YWCA 
Orange County and 
the Girl Scouts Heart 
of the Hudson with a 
Tribute to Women of 
Achievement award. The 
Tribute honors the women 
of Orange County for 
their accomplishments, 
contributions and service 
to business, industry, 
volunteerism and their 
profession. Also honored 
was Willa Frieband,  
former PPMHV Vice 
President of Public Affairs. 
The event was held at the 
West Hills Country Club  
on a beautiful spring 
evening. It was a great 
night that honored many 
deserving women! 

Grant Funds Help Expand Programming

PPMHV will once again be part of #GivingTuesday, a global day of giving fueled by the 
power of social media and collaboration. After Black Friday and Cyber Monday, #Giving 
Tuesday kicks off the charitable season when so many focus on their holiday and end-of-
year giving. This November 29, be sure to join the movement!

In 2015, over 700,000 people in over 70 countries raised $116,000,000 online! People 
also give freely of their time, amounting to hundreds of thousands of volunteer hours that 
create community, and celebrate and promote generosity. That is what #GivingTuesday is 
all about!

To donate to PPMHV, go to http://igfn.us/vf/GOPPMHV. Every dollar contributed on 
#GivingTuesday, up to $10,000, will be matched dollar for dollar by two generous 
donors.  Your gift immediately doubles! You can also donate at ppmhv.org.

ABOVE PHOTO 
Back: Trish Prunty, PPMHV, 
Helen Ullrich, Board Chair, 
Kellyann Kostyal-Larrier, Board 
Member, Fred Cook, Board 
Member. Front: Fran Fox-
Pizzonia, PPMHV, Shannon 
Wong, Board Member, Tina 
Robie, PPMHV and Cathie 
Hunter, Board Member

November 29, give.



Thank You 

The annual Spring Gala was held 
on April 16 at The Henry A. Wallace 
Center at the FDR Presidential 
Library and Home. Guest speaker 
Ken Lambrecht, President & CEO of 
Planned Parenthood of Greater Texas, 
broadened our understanding of the 
impact that governmental interference 
has with women’s health choices. 
Anne Strain was honored with the Lucy 
Cohan Humanitarian Award for her 
dedication to advocacy and support 
of the advancement and protection 
of women’s reproductive rights and 
health.  We honored Elizabeth Pelaez 
with the Lucille Pattison Young Leaders 
Award; Elizabeth shares Lucille’s 
passion for helping the most vulnerable 
populations in our community and 
serves as an example to others through 
volunteer leadership.  The Gala was 
a successful kick off to this year’s 
fundraising efforts, raising $135,000  
to support our mission and  
advocacy activities.   

On June 25 our Woodstock 
Benefit was held at the beautiful 
home of Susan Paynter and Michael 
Kolber. The benefit attracted over 150 
supporters who enjoyed excellent food, 
live and silent auctions, the comedy of 
Amanda Duarte, and an informative 
and heartfelt presentation by President 
and CEO Ruth-Ellen Blodgett. The 
live auction significantly increased the 
proceeds of the event and helped us 
raise over $31,000.

Dedicated supporters gathered at 
the home of Kathy and Gonzalo de 
las Heras on July 9 for the annual 
Millbrook Summer Benefit.  
Attendees enjoyed delicious hors 
d’oeuvres, beautiful gardens and the 
warm hospitality of our hosts. Ruth-
Ellen Blodgett spoke passionately 
about the pressing issues facing 
women and Planned Parenthood  
and encouraged everyone to support 
PPMHV. The Millbrook Benefit  
raised $37,750. 

In honor of the 50th anniversary of the 
passing of Margaret Sanger, founder 
of Planned Parenthood, PPMHV 
hosted the Sanger Art Show on 
August 21 at the Cunneen-Hackett 
Arts Center. Margaret’s grandson 
and artist, Alex Sanger was the guest 
speaker. Dedicated supporters 
viewed the beautiful paintings of 
Margaret, William, and Alex Sanger. 
Alex gave insight into the challenges 
women face worldwide and about his 
grandmother’s pioneering and brave 
advocacy for reproductive rights for all 
women. This event raised awareness 
about Margaret Sanger’s struggles  
and provided all those who attended  
with a greater understanding of  
Margaret’s legacy and impact on 
Planned Parenthood.

Our second annual Orange County 
Garden Party was held on Sunday, 
September 18 at the beautiful 
Arboretum at Thomas Bull Memorial 
Park.  Senator John Bonacic was 
honored for his enthusiastic support  
of Planned Parenthood and  
 

women’s reproductive rights. Our very 
own Community Health Promoter 
Deborah Danzy was also honored for 
her commitment and dedication to the 
people of our community. Deborah 
spoke movingly about the people she 
works with daily and how she wants 
to provide education and comfort 
to those that need it most. She’s an 
inspiring woman and an essential 
part of PPMHV! Long-time Warwick 
supporter Jenna Field secured 30 
pieces of art, created by local artists, 
for an auction that brought in over 
$4,000. This event raised over $26,000, 
exceeding last year’s benefit by $7,000!

On Saturday, September 24 the 
annual Rhinebeck Benefit was 
hosted by Brice and Helen Marden.  
An internationally known abstract 
artist, Brice graciously opened 
his riverfront studio, with works in 
progress, to our almost 300 guests. 
Linda Faber, longtime organizer of the 
event and Ruth-Ellen Blodgett spoke 
to the attendees about important 
issues facing women and Planned 
Parenthood. Everyone agreed that 
supporting PPMHV is one of the best 
investments you can make! The night 
ended with an impromptu live auction 
that enabled the benefit to raise over 
$100,000! What an unforgettable 
evening! We are grateful to Julia 
Crowley, Debra Blalock and the rest of 
the Rhinebeck committee for making 
this the most successful Rhinebeck 
event in 24 years.

Alex Sanger and Steve White at the Sanger Art Show

Michael Fleischer, Kip Bleakley O’Neill and Michael Dupree 

for a Successful Benefit Season

Michelle Bonacic, Senator John Bonacic, Deborah Danzy and 
Ruth-Ellen Blodgett at the Orange County Garden Party

2016 Woodstock Benefit Committee with Ruth-Ellen Blodgett



With funding from the Dyson Foundation, our Kingston 
Outreach Project combines partner cultivation with 
targeted outreach to high needs communities, replicating 
our successful Community Health Promoter/Promotores 
projects in Newburgh and Poughkeepsie. This funding 
allows us to promote family planning awareness, including 
LARC (Long Acting Reversible Contraception) and 
increased health center utilization through peer education 
and reducing barriers to Family Planning services.

We have ramped up our Education and Outreach efforts in 
Sullivan County. Through a pending CAPP subcontractor 
grant with Sullivan County BOCES scheduled to start in 
January 2017, we will work to build partnerships with 
Monticello HS and The Boys & Girls Club to replicate our 
education and peer leadership programming. We have 
also increased programming at SUNY Sullivan, expanded 
participation in community coalitions, including SALT 

(Sullivan Agencies Leading Together) and designated 
a full time Outreach Specialist to expand our activities 
throughout Sullivan County. As we build our programming 
and with additional funding, we hope to launch a Sullivan 
County Community Health Promoter/Promotores 
Outreach Project. 

Stand with 
PPMHV!

The Poughkeepsie Healthy Black and Latino Coalition 
held its first Hispanic Heritage Festival at Mansion 
Square Park, Poughkeepsie, on Saturday August 17.   
Free health screenings including confidential HIV 
testing, flu shots, blood pressure and blood glucose 
tests were provided by community partners such 
as MVP and Hudson River Healthcare. Numerous 
community service providers shared information 
on healthy living. Other activities included a cultural 
dance performance and art projects for children. 
School supplies were donated by Beulah Baptist 
Church. We are grateful to Councilwoman Lorraine 
Johnson, who represents Ward Three, for her major 
sponsorship of this event.

The Coalition’s purpose is to address health 
disparities, break down barriers and improve  
access to healthcare in the community. Annette 
Marzan, PPMHV Community Outreach Manager and  
Co-Chair, stated “It is our hope that the community  
will continue to embrace the work that we do and 
build a healthy future.” 

On Friday, 
September 30, 
PPMHV staff 
joined with 
volunteers and 
supporters to have 
a presence outside 
of our Newburgh and 
Poughkeepsie health centers 
when the 40 Days for Life 
campaign and tour held vigil stop-
bys. Over 60 staff and volunteers came 
out to these health centers, wearing 
vibrant pink, and held signs and 
banners that proclaimed “Health 
Care Happens Here,” “Don’t Take 
Away My Birth Control,” and “I 
Stand With Planned Parenthood”.  
We will not allow protestors to 
detract from our vital, empowering 
reproductive healthcare services.  
Contact Ashley Casale at Ashley.
Casale@ppmhv.org to stand with 
PPMHV at future events.

Hispanic Heritage Festival a Hit!

PPMHV is Expanding Outreach & Engagement 
Throughout the Mid-Hudson Valley!



connect with us in the community!

• HIV Testing, Orange County Community College

• HIV Testing, Dutchess Community College

• HIV Testing, Sullivan County Community College

• HIV Testing, Ulster County Community College

• Poughkeepsie Healthy Black and Latino 

Coalition Black History Month Celebration

• Newburgh Healthy Black and Latino  

Coalition Health Expo at Mullins Apts. 

December 1 February 25

April 29

SAVE THE DATE!

ppmhv.org  |  845.838.1200 x112
connect with us on: Planned Parenthood Mid-Hudson Valley

178 Church St., Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
3125 Rt. 9W, New Windsor, NY 12553 

April 29

Be Part of the Bequest Challenge
PPMHV is partnering with Planned Parenthood Federation in a federation-
wide effort known as the Bequest Challenge. By naming PPMHV in your 
estate plans (will, living trust, trusts, retirement accounts, financial accounts, 
etc.), we receive a grant equal to 10% of your future gift’s value. A bequest 
meant for the future helps PPMHV receive annual support today.

Through the Bequest Challenge, you can create a meaningful legacy 
at PPMHV and provide immediate funds for our current work. You can 
strengthen our efforts in the mid-Hudson Valley to build a community where 
every person has access to the sexual and reproductive healthcare they 
need, and sustain our organization for the near and long term. Together, we 
will engage the generations that will lead us tomorrow.  

To join our passionate and committed supporters who have accepted the 
Bequest Challenge, contact Susan Edelstein at susan.edelstein@ppmhv.org.

Ellen Messer at  
PPMHV All Staff Day 

Ellen Messer, author 
of Back Rooms: 
Voices from the Illegal 
Abortion Era, read a 
story from her landmark 
book that made 
everyone stop and 
think about how far we 
have come and how we 

must continue to fight for women’s rights. 
Ellen’s book can be found on Amazon. 

Warren’s story... 
...starts when he was a home schooled student in Ulster County. 
Warran went to SUNY Ulster; the first in his family to go to college.  
His big plans and high hopes were derailed, as is often the case, by 
his personal issues. After a relationship ended, Warren found himself 
feeling alone and worried. He needed to see a doctor to discuss his 
issues but didn’t feel comfortable with his primary care physician.

Fortunately, Warren found Planned Parenthood Mid-Hudson Valley, 
where staff was encouranging, friendly and supportive. After an 
exam, Warren’s fears and anxiety were eased. He was able to 
complete community college and was accepted to Mount Saint Mary 
College. With life back on track, he now enthusiastically recommends 
PPMHV to his friends and fellow students. In fact, he would like to 
work for Planned Parenthood someday. Having access to PPMHV 
made all the difference to him. He’s thankful we were here for him.

Planned Parenthood Mid-Hudson Valley makes a difference to 
patients who come to us from all walks of life, some with issues and 
problems that seem insurmountable. It was during such a time that 
Warren sought out a safe, compassionate place for care … PPMHV.


