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Sign up as a volunteer now and be the first to 
know about Decision Day mobilization in late 
June.

Donate to the Fund for Choice and help us keep 
abortion care accessible for all. 

Share our patient storyteller videos and let peo-
ple know what’s at stake in June.  

Ms. Scott’s gift gives us possibilities we didn’t 
know existed. And now we need you to help us 
make those possibilities happen.  

Stay ready,

Melissa Reed, MA JD
President & CEO

APRIL 2022

Message from Melissa 
Reed, President and CEO  
If you are like me – you’re still in shock about the $7.5 
million dollar donation that Planned Parenthood 
Keystone received from philanthropist (and badass 
woman!) MacKenzie Scott! We are so grateful to her 
for her commitment to the PP mission.  

This gift, which we’ve been referring to as a miracle 
gift, came at such a critical time for our affiliate and 
for the movement nationwide. PPKeystone has been 
battling to protect abortion access, expand sex ed-
ucation programming, and launch gender affirming 
hormone therapy. And the news of Ms. Scott’s gen-
erosity was a jolt of energy, resources, and validation 
for what we do. I hope that her very public stamp of 
approval also reaffirms your support for PPKeystone. 

In the coming months, the future of reproductive 
care will change... forever. In June, the Supreme 
Court will decide on the case Jackson Women’s 
Health Organization, which is a case from Missis-
sippi banning abortion at 15 weeks. If the Supreme 
Court upholds Mississippi’s 15 week abortion ban, 
then Roe v. Wade will effectively be overturned and 
abortion will be decided at the state level.  

We will not know until decision day. Though, we can 
assume based on the current makeup of the SCO-
TUS, and that future looks bleak.  

What we need to do now is prepare. We need you to 
be ready. Because when decision day comes and if 
Roe is overturned, we will be mobilizing FAST. 

https://www.weareplannedparenthood.org/onlineactions/b9wG6Ybp2Uib8fKmtM0Ciw2?_gl=1*pbgoe7*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE2NDY3NTM4MTYuQ2owS0NRaUFtcHlSQmhDLUFSSXNBQnMyRUFxTUM4cGhLRXptZEtBVTBsNURWci0xdWNaV0NjaGRXa1JNN2Vkd3hhNW9uaXV0MTh3YW9nb2FBdlQyRUFMd193Y0I.&_ga=2.113447239.1593185826.1648476379-715089667.1644010171&_gac=1.247299702.1646753818.Cj0KCQiAmpyRBhC-ARIsABs2EAqMC8phKEzmdKAU0l5DVr-1ucZWCchdWkRM7edwxa5oniut18waogoaAvT2EALw_wcB
https://www.weareplannedparenthood.org/onlineactions/z1lIh8JT50mYo21dFa4tiw2?_gl=1*1adz90n*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE2NDY3NTM4MTYuQ2owS0NRaUFtcHlSQmhDLUFSSXNBQnMyRUFxTUM4cGhLRXptZEtBVTBsNURWci0xdWNaV0NjaGRXa1JNN2Vkd3hhNW9uaXV0MTh3YW9nb2FBdlQyRUFMd193Y0I.&_ga=2.122901963.1593185826.1648476379-715089667.1644010171&_gac=1.85289707.1646753818.Cj0KCQiAmpyRBhC-ARIsABs2EAqMC8phKEzmdKAU0l5DVr-1ucZWCchdWkRM7edwxa5oniut18waogoaAvT2EALw_wcB
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKAiibYNvLYOfqYEGDobhvA


We want to take another moment to cel-
ebrate the $7.5 million donation from 
MacKenzie Scott — the largest single 
gift in PPKeystone’s history.  

As you well know, this generous gift 
comes at an especially critical time 
when access to sexual and reproductive 
healthcare faces its greatest challenges 
in decades. 

This gift is transformative for our abili-
ty to serve patients who need us most 
and our Board and senior staff are com-
mitted to using these resources in the 
most effective way we can to meet the 
moment. 

Ms. Scott’s recent blog post in which 
she announced a historic gift to the na-
tional office and multiple affiliates lays 
out the rigorous process her team uses 
to decide where to direct their dona-
tions. The fact that our affiliate was cho-
sen as a recipient is a testament to our 
innovation and prioritization of equity 
at all levels of our organization. 

Over the past few years, our leadership 
team and Board have been willing to 
take risks in the interest of our long-term 
vision for the impact we aim to have on 
our communities. We have been leaders 
in the healthcare field by recognizing and 
adopting new technologies and services 
which has enabled us to increase the 
number of patients we serve on an annual 
basis. 

Our values go beyond the care we pro-
vide. We have taken the time and energy 
needed to build expert internal teams so 
that our delivery of care is not only sus-
tainable, but equitable. And we believe 
that this investment sets us apart for the 
21st century and the challenges we will in-
evitably face. 

Each time you donate your time or money 
to Planned Parenthood Keystone, you are 
making a statement of faith in our ability 
to be good stewards of your resources. 
We are grateful for your confidence in us 
and look forward to all of the good work 
we will continue to do together. 

THE GIFT
Celebrating

“All staff were so kind, welcoming, 
friendly and helpful. Kate took her 
time and had a conversation with me 
in the post procedure area, she made 
me feel very comfortable.” QUOTE FROM ONE OF OUR 

YORK HEALTH CENTER 
PATIENTS IN Q1 2022.
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STORYTELLING
What it is and why it matters to our movement

Any movement for social and political 
change needs those who are the most 
impacted to be the ones driving the 
mission forward. The foundation of 
our work is patient advocacy, but to 
be most effective and equitable, we 
need to be advocating alongside our 
patients, not simply on behalf of them. 

Working together in this way 
acknowledges the voices and 
experiences of those most impacted 
by our work — centering them in a 
powerful way. We want the stories of 
ours patients to be involved in every 
aspect of our work in a way that creates 
space for their unique experiences and 
allows them to empower themselves 

and each other. 

Right now, as we face uncertainty 
around SCOTUS, upcoming 
elections, and a state legislature 
who is actively working against 
sexual and reproductive rights, 
we need to continue to center the 
voices of people who have had an 
abortion. 

If you have had an abortion, we 
ask you to consider signing up as a 
patient storyteller. We understand 
you may have concerns about what 
to say or how to say it, and we’d like 
to help you get your story down on 
paper in a way that captures the 

fullness of your experience. We know 
that sharing a personal story can be 
emotional — many of us work here 
because we too have been patients in 
a Planned Parenthood Health Center 
— and that is why we do everything we 
can to support our patient advocates. 

We uplift patient stories through 
a variety of platforms to reach 
supporters, legislators, and 
community stakeholders. Patient story 
tellers come from many different 
backgrounds and sometimes may 
choose to remain anonymous. We will 
never use your story or information 
you share without your consent.  

Our storyteller team works one-on-one to help you cultivate your 
story in a way that makes you feel comfortable and heard.  

If you are ready to talk to our team about sharing your story, please 
email volunteer@ppkeystone.org or complete our online sign up 
form here. 

If you have a story to share, but you’re not quite ready yet, please 
reach out to us with questions. We’re here with you. No matter what. 

My name is Alexandra Janell Smith.  

At 24 years of age I experienced bilateral strokes subsequent to 
domestic violence. For nearly three years, I was the victim of disturbing 
abuse.  

Early in the relationship, I found myself eight weeks pregnant as the 
result of rape. 

Thanks to Planned Parenthood I was able to terminate the pregnancy 
at 11 weeks, breaking a sinister cycle. 

Recently, I had a contraceptive device implanted in my arm. The peace 
of mind I get from having my autonomy secured and respecting the 
duality of life, especially as a survivor with PTSD, is truly a blessing.  

Thank you to Planned Parenthood for protecting a reality that allows 
me to create a future where I intentionally, safely and lovingly bring 
life into this world with my soulmate, Daniel Michael Barr. 

Life has a funny way of disguising the most beautiful blessings as 
tragedies and finding love with Daniel in the summer of 2020 helped 
me understand that I deserve to be alive. 

Eight years ago Daniel experienced a car crash that rendered him 
unconscious upon impact. He was in a coma for 20 days. 

Daniel awoke from the coma more aware than he had ever been, but 
he could not speak. Presently and evermore, he does not hesitate to 
use his voice boldly and righteously. 

The Speak Out event in Harrisburg last December was perfect 
for Daniel’s delivery of his song “Liberation” and poem “Choice 
Alignment” to the world. 

Both pieces strongly express the importance of truth, authenticity, 
love, choice & autonomy. 

The Speak Out also gave me the privilege to powerfully tell others 
about my abortion experience with my soulmate by my side.

During this volatile time for reproductive freedom, I promise to 
always use my privilege to educate others about how healthcare 
providers such as Planned Parenthood protect my autonomy, respect 
me unconditionally and ultimately preserve my faith in humanity.

Theresa Gassert
External Affairs Coordinator

volunteer@ppkeystone.org
717.303.5499

Patient Storyteller, 
Alexandra Janell Smith

Musician and Activist, 
Daniel Michael Barr

Patient Storyteller, 
Lou Kirkland

mailto:volunteer%40ppkeystone.org?subject=Storytelling
https://www.weareplannedparenthood.org/a/%20ppkey-story


TALKING ABOUT 
ABORTION

need to work on strengthening an 
already overburdened reproductive 
healthcare system. 

Over the past few years, Planned 
Parenthood Keystone has built a 
strong record of innovation around 
new ways to deliver care; from 
providing medication abortions 
through telemedicine in our clinics 
where we don’t have a physician 
on site, to launching our direct-to-
patient program which allows us 
to send these abortion medicines 
through the mail. We have never 
opted out of opportunities 
presented with new technologies 
and changes in regulations, and 
though our Board of Directors 
and leadership team have been 
continually exploring new ways to 

Planned Parenthood believes that everyone should have access to safe, effective, and legal 
abortion, without stigma or barriers — and we are proud to offer abortion services. As always, 
our focus is on providing expert, compassionate health care to patients, advocating to protect 

the right of all people to make their own personal health care decisions, and providing 
education to help people live healthy lives. 

To ensure abortion remains safe and legal for future generations, we must replace 
misinformation with facts and have honest conversations about abortion in America today.

In the next few months, we expect 
the Supreme Court to end or 
significantly restrict legal protections 
for abortion. This is the result of 
decades of work to promote fake 
images and misleading information 
about abortion. In anticipation of 
this profound change, abortion 
opponents are rushing to pass 
the most far-reaching restrictions 
we’ve seen since the pre-Roe era. 
The trajectory our nation is shifting. 
And the pinnacle of our abortion 
advocacy work can no longer have 
a simple focus on stopping abortion 
bans. The changes in legislation in 
our neighboring states like Ohio 
and West Virginia means we will 
be seeing an influx of out-of-state 
patients seeking abortion care 
in Pennsylvania. This means we 

provide care to more people, 
they are doing so with even more 
fervor in this new era. 

The additional avenues of care, 
especially in more remote areas, 
also means an increasing need 
for volunteers. From clinic escorts 
to shield patients from protester 
activity to volunteers to help with 
event organizing, our work would 
be much more difficult without 
these dedicated supporters, 
and we are ramping up our 
recruitment efforts to underpin 
the critical projects we have in the 
pipelines. 

We are also working on expanding 
our network of storytellers. The 
protesters outside our clinics 

are working hard to perpetuate 
abortion stigma, but we don’t have 
to let them control the narrative. 
We all can use our own stories and 
experiences to talk about abortion 
in a more honest, nuanced and 
relatable way. We don’t want 
our patients to be made to feel 
ashamed of the healthcare they 
need. We know that everyone’s 
circumstances are unique and 
there are many reasons someone 
might not be able to carry a 
pregnancy in any particular 
moment. We know that most 
people who end a pregnancy do 
so for the same reasons that we 
think about when we make any 
other important life decision — for 
financial or emotional reasons 
or because they need help in 
becoming the parent they want 
to be to the children they already 

have; but right now, states like 
South Carolina have “trigger” 
bans in motion — some that even 
go so far as to implicate the 
death penalty for providers who 
violate the law. And we refuse to 
give anything less than our all in 
combatting abortion stigma. Even 
in a post-Roe world.

Lastly, we intend to continue 
providing support for our 
community and coalition partners. 
We don’t do our work in a vacuum, 
and many people who support 
abortion rights also support 
efforts to expand paid family 
leave, fight for fair wages, and 
strengthen safety nets. Our goals 
and visions are interconnected 
and the organizing experience 
of Planned Parenthood can be 
a great resource for these allies. 

Our efforts spent supporting these 
organizations only fortifies our 
movement. 

Whether its innovating new ways 
to deliver care, providing patient 
reassurance or organizing and 
leveraging community contacts, 
we will keep working — for as long 
as we need to — in order to build 
up our capacity so that we can 
serve as a lifeline for people who 
can no longer access abortion 
where they live. Our calling is to 
provide access to comprehensive 
sexual and reproductive 
healthcare and we’re prepared to 
meet that calling.
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Photo taken at Abortion 
Speakout in Harrisburg 
December 2021

UPCOMING 
LEADERSHIP BRIEFING

Join us on May 11th for a special 
leadership briefing. 

Our Chief External Affairs Officer 
will be facilitating a conversation 
between our CEO and External Affairs 
Coordinator about our plans to meet 
this consequential SCOTUS moment 
and how we will mobilize post-decision 
day in June. 

They will also be discussing our voter 
education program and GOTV efforts 
in preparation for the November 
elections, especially the gubernatorial 
campaign. 

Keep an eye on your inbox for the 
upcoming invitation.

Left to right: PPKeystone External 
Affairs Coordinator, Theresa 
Gassert; Patient Storyteller and 
PPKey Volunteer, Sarah Hammond; 
and PPKey Board member, 
Shavonnia Corbin-Johnson.



Black Maternal Health Week (BMHW) is observed 
annually the week of April 11-17 to coincide with 
National Minority Health Month.

The Black Mamas Matter Alliance (BMMA) founded 

Black Maternal Health Week in 2018 to raise aware-

ness of racial disparities in pregnancy outcomes and 

encourage community-driven solutions that focus on 

Black women — a community three times more likely to 

die from pregnancy-related causes than white women.

Each year Planned Parenthood is committed to follow-

ing the leadership and expertise of BMMA to advance 

education and advocacy related to the experiences of 

Black mothers and pregnant people. As a provider of 

health care services and education, Planned Parent-

hood stands with Black women. As health equity ad-

vocates, we are determined to improve Black maternal 

health and support research and policy efforts that 

contribute to healthier outcomes before, during and 

after pregnancy. We will continue to work alongside 

our Reproductive Justice and birthing justice partners 

who are spearheading efforts to address Black mater-

nal health inequities.

As we celebrate the critical roles of Black mothers, 

mother figures, and caregivers, we must also highlight 

that the historic and enduring presence of systemic 

racism has serious consequences for future, expect-

ing, and existing Black mothers. Racism negatively im-

pacts the mental and physical health of Black mothers 

and pregnant people.

Black mothers are more susceptible to chronic condi-

tions that increase the risk of poor maternal and fetal 

health outcomes due to the scientifically documented 

stress caused by systemic racism.

Black mothers are more likely to experience negative 

health outcomes during pregnancy, labor and delivery, 

and the postpartum period. Black women in the U.S. 

are three times more likely to experience a pregnan-

cy-related death than non-Hispanic white women.

According to the CDC, 3 in 5 pregnancy-related deaths 

are preventable. Almost all pregnancy-related deaths 

from 2011 to 2015 were caused by multiple factors, 

such as lack of access to high-quality medical care or 

delayed or overlooked diagnoses by providers, which 

resulted in missed warning signs.

Even when comparing college graduates, Black preg-

nant people and mothers are still dying at higher rates 

than their white counterparts of similar educational 

and economic backgrounds — and also at higher rates 

than non-Hispanic white women who haven’t finished 

high school, indicating that the cause of this disparity 

is rooted in systemic racism.

Black maternal mental health also suffers, as pregnant 

people — and their loved ones — must face the reality 

of elevated health risks during pregnancy and postpar-

tum.

BLACK 
MATERNAL 
HEALTH WEEK

April 
Observances
Sexual Assault Awareness 
& Prevention Month  Apr 1-30

STI Awareness Month  Apr 1-30

Black Maternal Health   Apr 11-17 
Week

Follow us on 
socials!

https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/article/race-discrimination-and-cardiovascular-disease/2014-06
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7579659/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7579659/
https://www.cdc.gov/reproductivehealth/maternal-mortality/pregnancy-mortality-surveillance-system.htm?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Freproductivehealth%2Fmaternalinfanthealth%2Fpregnancy-mortality-surveillance-system.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/68/wr/mm6835a3.htm?s_cid=mm6835a3_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/68/wr/mm6818e1.htm?s_cid=mm6818e1_w
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/data/maternal-morbidity-report-08-12.pdf
https://www.tiktok.com/@ppkeystone
https://www.facebook.com/PPKeystone
https://www.instagram.com/ppkeystone
https://twitter.com/ppkeystone
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKAiibYNvLYOfqYEGDobhvA
https://blackmamasmatter.org/
https://blackmamasmatter.org/

