
A Message from the 
President & CEO
Planned Parenthood Keystone has faced a tumul-
tuous past few months, but our commitment to our 
patients and the communities we serve is steadfast. 

We celebrated the strength and resiliency of the 
LGBTQ+ community at Pride festivals throughout 
the region, even as the Trump-Pence administration 
works to strip away their rights.

We supported our staff as they have shown great 
perseverance in the face of vandalism at our center 
in Wilkes-Barre and attacks on the care we provide. 

We’ve seen success in our telehealth efforts with 
our mobile app and are continuing to build our 
infrastructure to bring care to patients across our 
affiliate. 

Your support allowed 22,000 patients to access 
reproductive health care last fiscal year, and we are 
grateful for your commitment to our mission as we 
work to ensure care. No matter what.

In solidarity, 

Melissa Reed, MA, JD 
President & CEO

Impact 
Update

FALL 2019

In Our Centers
Wilkes-Barre Health 
Center Vandalism
Early in the morning of August 12th, our Wilkes Barre 
Health Center was severely vandalized: windows 
were broken, a message was scrawled on the wall, 
and an arson attempt was made. This was a violent 
act aimed to threaten and terrorize Planned Parent-
hood Keystone patients and employees.

We are thankful for the swift and thorough response 
of local law enforcement, who apprehended and 
charged an individual in this act. While 50 patients 
lost access to care that day, we are grateful that no 
one was in the building at the time of the attack. 

We are seeing an alarming rise in violent, hateful 
rhetoric across our country and we have learned, 
all too painfully, that threats of violence beget acts 
of violence. No one should ever face the threat of 
violence just for seeking health care. 

PPKeystone is grateful for our patients, friends, and 
partners in the community who have shown their 
support for our health center, and their commitment 
to reproductive and sexuality health care access. 
Our continued priority is to ensure the health and 
safety of our patients and staff in Wilkes-Barre. We 
remain committed to ensuring our health center 
stays open, and serves as a vital health care provider 
for the Wilkes-Barre Community.

If you are interested in making a gift to support the 
Wilkes-Barre Center, please email development@
ppkeystone.org
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In the 
Community
Education
PPKeystone’s Education team was hard at work over 
the summer - attending various outreach events and 
providing education to various groups across the 
community. Our team reached over 1,000 people 
through these programs!

We also celebrated Pride across our affiliate 
throughout the summer! Our educators and youth 
participants in our Curve, Spectrum, and Rainbow 
Room programs helped lead Pride activities across 
our affiliate. Our LGBTQ+ Youth Programs served 
over 150 unique young people last fiscal year, and 
we are excited to expand these programs to reach 
even more young people in York, Berks, and Bucks 
counties. 

Want to learn more about our education programs 
or bring an educator to your organization? Email 
education@ppkeystone.org.

Title X Updates
On August 19th, Planned Parenthood Federation of 
America announced that the Trump-Pence admin-
istration, through an unethical and dangerous gag 
rule, has forced Planned Parenthood grantees out of 
Title X, the nation’s decades-old bipartisan program 
for affordable birth control and reproductive health 
care. Planned Parenthood health centers have been 
a part of the program since it was created, and have 
collectively been the largest provider, serving 40 
percent of all patients who get care through the Title 
X program. In Northeastern & Central Pennsylvania, 
Planned Parenthood Keystone provides over 10,000 
people with affordable birth control, STD testing, 
cancer screenings, and more through Title X. 

We refuse to let the Trump administration bully 
us into withholding abortion information from our 
patients. This gag rule is unethical and dangerous, 
and we will not subject our patients to it. Our doors 
are still open today, and they will be open tomor-
row. We will do everything we can to make sure our 
patients don’t lose access to care. 

PPDirect
PPKeystone launched PPDirect in May, and we are 
excited to share that this app is connecting more 
patients to care. PPDirect is online health care in the 
form of a mobile app and allows users to order birth 
control and get treatment for urinary tract infections 
through their mobile phone.

Since we launched, we have had over 600 patients 
utilize the app to access birth control and UTI test-
ing. Patients are currently able to access birth con-
trol pills and will be able to receive the birth control 
patch and ring in the coming months. 

Please Note – Our mailing address has changed! 
Please send all mail to:

Planned Parenthood Keystone 
610 Louis Drive 
Suite 300 
Warminster, PA 18974



The Fund for Choice helps pro-
vide grants to patients who need 
financial assistance for abortion 
and long-acting reversible con-
traceptives. This event raised over 
$5,000 for the Fund for Choice, 
which will provide grant money 
for over 20 patients. 

To learn more about the Fund for 
Choice or to donate, please email 
us at development@ppkeystone.org.

TITLE X PRESS CONFERENCE

Congresswoman Susan Wild host-
ed a press conference at our  
Allentown Health Center to  
discuss how the effects of the 
Title X Gag Rule. Supporters also 
heard from President & CEO 
Melissa Reed, Allentown Health 
Center Manager Adam Carbone, 
and Patient Advocate Ashleigh 
Strange.

We are so grateful to the Repre-
sentative Wild for standing with 
our patients and community. 
You’ve already reached out to 
Congress and shared your sup-
port on social media, so consider 
writing a Letter to the Editor! 
Reach out to media@ppkeystone.
org to learn more. 

Events
READING HOUSE PARTY

On a beautiful Sunday afternoon 
in July, Berks County friends of 
Planned Parenthood gathered 
at the home of Kay Haring to 
meet PPKeystone President & 
CEO Melissa Reed and to learn 
more about PPKeystone’s work 
in Reading and throughout the 
affiliate, including efforts to com-
bat threats to Title X and access 
to safe, legal abortion. We 
are excited to connect more 
with supporters from the 
Berks County region in the 
coming months.

Interested in hosting your 
own House Party? Email us 
at development@ppkey-
stone.org to connect with us!

LANCASTER PAST 
BOARD LUNCHEON 

On June 20th, PPKeystone 
hosted a group of 25 
supporters from the Lancaster 
Community at The Pressroom. 
These former board members 
connected with President and 
CEO Melissa Reed and got up-
dates on on-going projects in our 
Lancaster Health Center. We’re so 
grateful for the long term support 
of these past board members and 
look forward to sharing more up-
dates on our Lancaster projects in 
the coming months.

COCKTAILS & CHOICE

On August 21st, the Fund for 
Choice hosted Cocktails and 
Choice in Harrisburg. Over 60 
supporters of the Fund for Choice 
came to support access to abor-
tion and LARCs!

MEET YOUR… 

Volunteer 
Coordinator

Theresa Gassert joined Team PPKey-
stone in 2018 as our Volunteer Coor-
dinator. Take a chance to learn more 
about her and what she’s doing!

Tell us about yourself!
I graduated from Kutztown Univer-
sity with a BA in Sociology and a 
Minor in Political Science. In college, 
I got my first taste of advocacy and 
social activism interning for Gover-
nor Wolf’s first election and Global 
Aliya Indonesia, an organization 
focused on supporting women and 
children in developing communities 
in Indonesia. I have worked in both 
human services and political cam-
paigns throughout my career.

What have you been doing since 
you came to PPKeystone?
A lot! We have on-boarded rough-
ly 170 new volunteers and seven 
interns - two of whom became staff 
members. We have a variety of 
opportunities for volunteers and 
interns at all levels - community 
outreach, LGBTQ+ youth programs, 
patient escorting, social media, 
health center advocacy and more! 
My hope for the remainder of 2019 
is to expand our opportunities for 
involvement with PPKeystone.

Want to learn more about how you 
can volunteer? Email Theresa at vol-
unteer@ppkeystone.org.



Rebels with a Cause – Join 
friends of PPKeystone for a 
luncheon to celebrate rebels 
of the resistance of Saturday, 
November 9th from 11:00 am 
– 1:00 pm. The event will feature keynote speaker 
Katherine Kolbert, who in 1992 argued the landmark 
Planned Parenthood v. Casey case before the U.S. 
Supreme Court and has been credited with saving 
Roe v. Wade. To purchase tickets, please visit ppkey-
stone.org or email development@ppkeystone.org

Extraordinary Give – Save the date for November 
22nd for the Lancaster County Community Founda-
tion’s Extraordinary Give!  Join us for Lancaster’s 
biggest day of giving and support projects in our 
Lancaster Health Center. More information about 
how you can support PPKeystone on this special day 
of giving will be shared soon!

Rebels Who Brunch – Rebels Who Brunch is coming 
back to the Lehigh Valley on Saturday, March 28th! 
Stay tuned to our social media pages and website 
for more updates. To learn more, please reach out to 
us at development@ppkeystone.org.

Planned Parenthood Keystone
610 Louis Drive, Suite 300
Warminster, PA 18974-2828

Advocacy 
Updates
On July 10th, Ashley 
Lenker White became 
the new Executive 
Director of Planned 
Parenthood Pennsyl-
vania Advocates. She 
joins PPPA after seven 
years at the Pennsylvania School Boards Associ-
ation where she most recently served as Senior 
Director of Partnerships and Innovation. Ashley 
represented the public policy interested in the 
state’s 4,500 elected school directors and played 
an integral part in the Association’s lobbying and 
PAC efforts. She was a 2015 fellow in the nationally 
recognized Education Policy Fellowship Program 
with the Education Policy and Leadership Center. 
Ashley holds an M.P.A. from American University’s 
School of Public Affairs, an M.A. from the Universi-
ty of Maryland, and a B.A. from Dickinson College.

Upcoming Special Events


