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A Message from the President & CEO
Dear Friends,

Planned Parenthood Keystone is devastated by the senseless violence 
against Black lives. Breonna Taylor, George Floyd, and Ahmaud Arbery 
are just some of the Black lives lost because of the overpolicing of Black 
bodies. PPKeystone takes a stand against racism and white supremacy. 

The over-policing of Black bodies extends far beyond the actions of in-
dividual police officers. It is in our workplaces, our schools, our public in-
stitutions. It is in our health care system. It is that same policing of Black 
bodies that makes the promise of reproductive freedom unattainable for 
Black people in this country. 

And as our nation confronts the COVID-19 pandemic, which is dispro-
portionately ravaging Black communities, we must address the public 
health crisis that racism presents. Public health by definition is built on 
the principle of saving lives.

Now is not just the time to call out violent racism gone viral, it is also a 
time to look inward. We need to examine how white supremacy of the 
past and present continues to reverberate in the institutions we are a 
part of today — including Planned Parenthood. We must acknowledge 
that we are a part of the problem. So we commit, once and for all, to a 
thorough reckoning of our own racist history and how it shows up today. 
We commit to addressing and correcting implicit bias within our organi-
zation so we can improve our delivery of health care and education for 
all people.

I hope you will join us in our ongoing anti-racism efforts. Here are re-
sources: 

• Resources from Showing Up For Racial Justice (SURJ)  

• Anti-racism resources

• Opportunities for White People in the Fight for Racial Justice  

• Racial Equity Tools 

• 75 Things White People Can Do for Racial Justice 

• How the Non-Black Latinx Community Can Demand Racial Justice 

• Asian American Racial Justice Toolkit 

• MuslimARC’s toolkit for non-Black Muslims about #BlackLivesMatter, 
systeming anti-Black racism 

• 31 Children’s books to support conversations on race, racism and 
resistance 

We are proud to stand with our Black patients and staff to make it clear 
that we are their allies and advocates in care, 
no matter what.  

In solidarity, 

Melissa Reed, MA, JD 
President & CEO

JUNE 2020

https://www.showingupforracialjustice.org/resources.html
https://docs.google.com/document/u/1/d/1BRlF2_zhNe86SGgHa6-VlBO-QgirITwCTugSfKie5Fs/mobilebasic?urp=gmail_link
https://www.whiteaccomplices.org/your-self-education
https://www.racialequitytools.org/home
https://medium.com/equality-includes-you/what-white-people-can-do-for-racial-justice-f2d18b0e0234
https://emperifolla.com/2020/05/29/how-non-black-latinx-community-demand-racial-justice/
https://www.asianamtoolkit.org/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=eed021e7-c0b5-450c-ae41-ac146d8a0cbc
https://muslimarc.nationbuilder.com/forms/user_sessions/new
https://muslimarc.nationbuilder.com/forms/user_sessions/new
https://www.embracerace.org/resources/26-childrens-books-to-support-conversations-on-race-racism-resistance
https://www.embracerace.org/resources/26-childrens-books-to-support-conversations-on-race-racism-resistance




Recognition
PLANNED PARENTHOOD MASK 
PROJECT
Long-time Planned Parenthood volunteer and 
supporter Carrie Fowler and her friend Marti 
Cusick have figured out a way to stay safe and 
advocate for women by creating masks from 
their collection of Planned Parenthood t-shirts. 

Inspired by a friend’s t-shirt mask, the duo de-
buted the PP masks on Facebook for $10 each 
and were met by overwhelming demand, sell-
ing out in 10 minutes. Planned Parenthood PA 
Advocates has since replenished their supply so 
more masks can be made. According to Carrie, 
“This has been a great experience and we are so 
happy we can Stand with Planned Parenthood 
and donate the proceeds back to an agency 
that is making sure they stand with us!” 

If you would like to order a mask, please contact 
Carrie at carriefowler1992@gmail.com.

BOARD SERVICE
PPKeystone is very fortunate to have the lead-
ership and dedicated support of our volun-
teer Board of Directors. Our board members 
serve in so many ways – as tireless advocates 
and fundraisers, as community representa-
tives giving voice to others, and as leaders 
offering wisdom, direction, and governance.  

This month, we would like to acknowledge 
Tiffany Griffiths and Paul Minnich for their 
commitment to PPKeystone, as they con-
clude their terms of service on the board.

Tiffany served on Equity Committee and 
Paul served on the Governance Committee 
as Committee Chair and as Treasurer and Fi-
nance Committee Chair.

Thank you Tiffany and Paul for your time, your 
energy, and your dedication to PPKeystone!

Board Member, Tiffany Griffiths

Board Member, Paul Minnich

Reproductive Health News
This month, the Supreme Court will issue decisions in two important cases impacting sexual 
and reproductive health care: Trump v Pennsylvania and June Medical Services v Russo. At 
stake in both are the ability to access essential health care.  

Trump v Pennsylvania will decide whether bosses and universities have the power to take 
away access to birth control coverage for their employees and students because of their own 
personal objections, and in the June Medical case, whether medically unnecessary abortion 
restrictions designed to make abortion inaccessible can stand. If the Supreme Court upholds 
the Louisiana law at the core of this case, abortion could effectively become banned in states 
across the country without ever overturning Roe v Wade. 

As we await these rulings and their potential implications for sexual and reproductive health 
care, Planned Parenthood is continuing to do all that we can to get patients the care they 
need. No Matter What.

Affiliate News
Telehealth
LEADING THE WAY, AHEAD OF THE CURVE  

PPKeystone featured on Lehigh Valley Public 
Media 
On Thursday, May 21st, PPKeystone President & CEO Melissa Reed was featured on the local 
public media program “Community Updates on Coronavirus.”  Melissa joins in the conversa-
tion at 21:18.

Education
Our Education team has been ramping up its vir-
tual engagement efforts throughout the spring. In 
addition to hosting online meetings with LGBTQ+ 
youth engaged in The Rainbow Room, Spectrum, 
and Curve programs, we’ve launched Instagram 
Live “Sex Ed Chats” in partnership with Berks Teen 
Matters. The show is for teens with questions as 
well as parents trying to talk with their kids about 
sexual health, healthy relationships and more. To 
tune in, click here to join the IG live feed every 
Friday at 2pm. 

Lancaster Cares Response Fund Supporting 
PPKeystone
PPKeystone is the proud recipient of a $4,000 grant from the Lancaster Cares Response 
Fund, sponsored by the Lancaster County Community Foundation and the United Way of 
Lancaster County to address emerging needs from the COVID-19 crisis.  With this support, 
PPKeystone is expanding care through telehealth, allowing Lancaster residents access to 
sexual and reproductive health care when they need it, wherever they are.  

GIVE NOW

COVID-19 Update 
– Will you help?
PPKeystone has been impacted greatly. As an essential health-
care provider, PPKeystone continued to deliver care, no mat-
ter what, to our patients across the 37 counties in our service 
area. We never wavered in our commitment to ensure access 
to sexual and reproductive healthcare.  

We know your commitment did not waver either. We are deep-
ly appreciative of your support. But the reality of this pandem-
ic extends beyond a public health crisis. It has impacted our 
bottom line and we are facing increased and unanticipated 
expenses as a result.  

Please, if you are able to and in a position to, consider mak-
ing a gift to PPKeystone. Your tax-deductible gift will help us 
ensure access to sexual and reproductive healthcare. Gifts of 
any denomination are welcome and appreciated. 

COVID-19 
Response 
Update
We’ve resumed provid-
ing in-clinic family plan-
ning services. Telehealth 
visits remain a priority. 
Hybrid visits, which are 
initiated by phone and 
completed in the center, 
are now being offered.  
Safety remains our top 
priority and we are 
taking extra precautions 
to keep our patients and 
staff safe.  

https://instagram.com/ppreadinghealthresourcecenter?igshid=1ulmdnycs21t2
https://www.wlvt.org/television/community-update-on-coronavirus/
https://www.bustle.com/p/using-telehealth-for-birth-control-during-the-pandemic-might-make-it-more-accessible-post-covid-22933634 
https://www.weareplannedparenthood.org/onlineactions/cOJVhOyrzkq4uBcxVekXFA2?unpubredirect=true&affiliateID=091410

