
PPNC... These Doors Remain Open 

Dear Friends,

Needless to say, 2015 was a very difficult year for all of us at Planned Parenthood.
We withstood a vicious smear campaign launched by extremists, repeated attempts
to defund Planned Parenthood, and the tragic events at our affiliates which included
arson, vandalism and even murder.  Even against these odds we emerge in 2016
with a renewed sense of commitment to helping women, men and young people in
Nassau County lead better and healthier lives.  Equally important, we will always
fight for their access to the critically needed sexual and reproductive health care
and sexual education they both need and deserve.

But the struggle continues.  Just last week the Supreme Court heard arguments in
the case of Whole Women’s Health v. Hellerstedt.  Over forty years after Roe v.
Wade, this case challenges restrictions passed by the Texas state legislature in
2013 that have closed more than half of the abortion clinics in Texas.  On the day
of  opening arguments we rallied at the Supreme Court alongside the Center for
Reproductive Rights (which argued the case) and we can only hope that this law
placing such an undue burden on women will be struck down.

Meanwhile, as we focus on our patients, the criminals behind the viscous smear
campaign that we endured last year are finally being held accountable for their
actions. After a lengthy and thorough investigation into claims related to the Center
for Medical Progress smear campaign, a grand jury cleared Planned Parenthood
Gulf Coast of any wrongdoing.  Instead, the grand jury handed down felony indict-
ments against David Daleiden, the head of the Center for Medical Progress and the
face of the smear campaign, and Susan Merritt, the woman who appears in many
videos with Daleiden. Daleiden and Merritt have both been indicted for Tampering
with a Government Record, a 2nd degree felony, and Daleiden is facing an additional
indictment for Prohibition of the Purchase and Sale of Human Organs, a Class A
misdemeanor.

The grand jury’s decision confirms what we have known since the smear campaign
was launched last year: that the highly-edited, deceptive videos are all part of an
extreme political agenda and that Planned Parenthood would be cleared of all
charges.

Officials in eleven other states (Florida, Ohio, Washington, Pennsylvania, Georgia,
Indiana, Massachusetts, Michigan, Missouri, Kansas and South Dakota) have also
concluded investigations into claims that Planned Parenthood profited from fetal
tissue donation and each one has cleared Planned Parenthood of all  wrongdoing.
Another eight states (California, Iowa, Delaware, Idaho, Minnesota, New Hamp-
shire, Virginia, and Colorado) have declined to even initiate investigations, citing a
lack of any evidence to suggest illegal activity on the part of Planned Parenthood.

It remains clear that the perpetrators of these attacks had one goal: to ban safe
and legal abortion and defund Planned Parenthood. Despite their relentless crusade
to eliminate our services, Planned Parenthood remains the most trusted provider of
women’s health care across the nation. Our doors have been open for 100 years
and they will remain open for all of the women, men, and teens in our community
who depend on us.

As always, we thank you for your continued support and hope you enjoy this
snapshot of the work that we do every day for the people in our community who
need it most.

JoAnn D. Smith
President & CEO 

PPNC Rallies at the Supreme Court in Washington

On March 2nd the Supreme Court heard
arguments on Whole Women’s Health
v. Hellerstedt, a case that could rede-
fine abortion access in America.  The
Court will determine whether to uphold
severe and medically unnecessary re-
strictions that have already devastated
access to safe and legal abortions in
Texas under HB2 passed in 2013 by
the Texas legislature.  The effects of
this law have already closed over half
of the abortion providers in Texas.  In-
deed, without the Court’s intervention
only 10 providers in all of Texas (the

second most populous state in the nation) will remain open, forcing women to
travel hundreds of miles or turn to drastic or illegal options.That morning, joined by
over three hundred supporters from organizations across the country, Planned Par-
enthood of Nassau County rallied on the steps of The Supreme Court in support of
reproductive freedom and healthcare.   Speakers included Senator Richard Blumen-
thal, Senator Patty Murray, Congressman Marc Veasey from Texas, Senator Mazie
Hirono, actress Amy Brenneman, and groups from across the country including the
Center for Reproductive Rights and representatives from Whole Women’s Health as
they emerged from arguments in Court.  PPNC joined supporters as they shared
powerful stories about the impact and reality of restrictions like House Bill Two
(HB2) in Texas and the implications across the country.

Family Planning Advocates Day of Action in Albany

Over 40 reproductive
rights advocates from
PPNC joined hundreds
of supporters in 
Albany for the annual
Family Planning Day
of Action. Throughout
the day, we enjoyed
rallies and small
group meetings with
our State Assembly
Members and
Senators in
Albany.  The 2016
Legislative Agenda

included requesting funding for family planning services and the passage of three
bills: the Comprehensive Contraception Coverage Act (CCCA), the Paid Family Leave
Insurance Act, and legislation safeguarding the rights of incarcerated pregnant 
individuals. Legislators were also asked to join the Bipartisan Pro-Choice Legislative
Caucus if they were not already members. That afternoon, we were thrilled to learn
that the Assembly passed the CCCA which will enforce the coverage of all forms of
contraception by insurance companies, ensure that EC is covered by insurance even
if it is bought over the counter, and allows providers to prescribe 12 months worth
of contraception.  As the bill moves to the Senate we will continue to advocate for
its passage because this bill is essential to the people we serve. 

Amazing Turnout at PPNC’s Roe vs. Wade 43rd Anniversary Event

Joined by over 70 supporters, Planned 
Parenthood of Nassau County (PPNC) 
celebrated the 43rd anniversary of Roe v.
Wade with a private screening of the award
winning student documentary 
The Provider at our Hempstead health cen-
ter.The film powerfully shows how abortion
rights and Roe remain under attack and how
opponents are determined to regulate
Roe out of existence. Since 2010, more 
anti-abortion laws have been passed 

nationwide than during any other five year period since Roe. These restrictions
have created a new landscape: women now need to travel thousands of miles or
cross state lines for abortions. The Provider focuses on Texas HB2 which effectively
closed down nearly two-thirds of the state’s abortion clinics and examines these
laws by telling the stories of those most affected by them.After the screening,
PPNC welcomed the filmmakers, who conducted an informative discussion on the
filmmaking process, as well as the impact and importance of telling this story.  The
filmmakers were joined by PPNC’s medical director, who offered perspective on the
essential role that access to family planning and abortion care plays in women’s
lives. 

PPNC Expands Social Media Reach

Social networks and social media are an 
extraordinarily important part of the pathway to
information and news for teens and young adults.
As part of our teen-based social media program
with Connected Health Solutions (CHS), our Teen
Advocate Project (TAP) teens led a workshop 
entitled “Preventing Digital Disasters.” The 
program was held at our Hempstead Health 
Center, where the teens invited their peers to an
activity-driven workshop, emphasizing the power
of social media.  The program promoted 

responsible social media use and included background for the teens on the history
of media.We are also excited to announce the launch of our enhanced social media
program. Working with our consulting partner CHS we are developing and 
implementing a successful, long term social media outreach program targeting 
19-29 year olds and encouraging them to access preventative reproductive health
care.  CHS will lead PPNC in workshops, where we will create fresh, interesting and
timely messaging about accessing reproductive health care tailored to PPNC’s 
target population.

PPNC Continues to Focus on Priority Populations

In an effort to increase family planning participation within our priority populations,
PPNC’s health center and our Department of Training and Education (DOTE) staff
are participating in a Learning Collaborative with the New York State Center for 
Excellence.  By revising appointment protocols, expediting visits and utilizing 
on-line appointments and forms, we are engaging and encouraging teens, young
adults, low income individuals and males to seek family planning services.  Since
implementing this program in December, we have seen an impressive increase in
the number of teen and male  patients at our health centers.

Planned Giving Update: IRA Qualified Charitable Rollover Now
Permanent

PPNC is pleased to report that Congress has reinstated a law that allows you to
make a tax-free gift from an individual retirement account (IRA), known as the IRA
charitable rollover.  With this reinstatement, individuals 70 ½ and older can now
transfer up to $100,000 at any time during the year, from their individual 
retirement accounts to a qualified charitable organization, without being subject to
income taxes on the distribution. The transfer will not generate any taxable income
and is not considered a tax deduction, so you will still benefit even if you do not
itemize your tax deductions.The qualified charitable rollover is just one of many
ways you can benefit from making charitable donations.  In addition to a gift from
an IRA, contributions of stock, cash, donations of real estate or inclusion of PPNC in
your estate planning are wonderful ways to ensure that women, men and teens in
our community get the care they need.  Your dollars also help us protect and 
defend women’s reproductive health and rights. Please contact  516-750-2660 for
more information. 

Save the Date: PPNC’s 2016 Annual Gala

We are thrilled to announce that Planned Parenthood of
Nassau County’s Annual Gala, Hollywood, which will be held
on Friday, May 6, 2016 at 7PM at Carlyle on the Green in
Bethpage State Park.  Our honorees are two of our most
committed supporters, Judy & Phil Schwartz.  The event will
include specialty cocktails, a sumptuous dinner, an exciting
live and silent auction, Casino-style gambling, 50/50 raffle,
a photo booth and great music.  

Save the Date: PPNC’s 2016 Annual Luncheon featuring Keynote
Speaker Lizz Winstead! 

Among her many achievements 
Ms. Winstead is a nationally headlin-
ing comedian, co-creator of The Daily
Show and founder of Lady Parts 
Justice, an organization dedicated to
raising awareness of legislative 
attempts to block women’s reproduc-
tive freedoms.

Thursday, October 20, 2016
Carlyle on the Green, in Bethpage
State Park.
Please call 516-750-2663 for more in-
formation about these events.
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