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The Supreme Court dealt some serious blows to women’s 
health at the end of June. In two separate rulings, the Court 
rolled back important public safety protections and effectively 
designated women as second-class citizens by subjugating 
women’s health care needs to the personal beliefs of their 
employers.

First, the Supreme Court overturned a 2007 Massachusetts 
state law that established a 35-foot “buffer zone” around 
health centers providing abortions. No protests or 
demonstrations could be held during the operating hours 
of health centers within these zones. The Court ruled that 
a legislative buffer zone restricting speech on a public way 
(such as a sidewalk) is unconstitutional, and that states and 
municipalities had other remedies for addressing disorder and 
harassment. Looking ahead, as a result of this decision, we 
can expect to see numerous challenges filed against other 
state and city buffer zones. 

While we do not have similar “buffer zone” laws in place in 
Connecticut and Rhode Island, we are extremely disappointed 
that the Supreme Court failed to uphold this essential public 
safety measure. Over the years, we have seen firsthand how 
obstruction, harassment and intimidation outside our health 
centers can threaten public safety and interfere with women’s 
access to care.  

Although we are disappointed in this ruling, our patients 
and staff can absolutely count on us to ensure their safety 
and wellbeing is protected — today and every day. We are 
dedicated to making sure that women can make carefully 
considered, private medical decisions without judgment from 

strangers and abusive and physically threatening protesters.  
A few days after the buffer zone ruling, the Supreme Court 
issued a verdict in Burwell v. Hobby Lobby giving CEOs of 
some “closely held” profit-making corporations the right to 
deny their employees legally mandated coverage for birth 
control because of the CEO’s personal objections — even if 
those objections are not supported by science or medicine. It 
is simply unbelievable that in 2014, we are still fighting about 
whether women should have access to birth control. To the 
majority of Americans, birth control is not a controversial issue; 
it is basic health care.

As women across Connecticut and Rhode Island know too 
well, this important preventive care can be costly. Despite 
the fact that access to affordable birth control is a basic 
part of preventive care, and an important part of economic 
advancement for women in the workplace, more than a third 
of all women have struggled to afford prescription birth control 
at some point in their lives. 

In 2012, a provision of the Affordable Care Act gave women 
access to this important 
preventive care through 
their insurance plans at no 
additional out-of-pocket 
cost. In its first year, the birth 
control benefit saved women 
across the country more 
than $483 million in birth 
control prescription costs — 
and those savings will only 
grow in the years ahead.   

The Supreme Court Ruled Against Women and Families and We are Outraged 
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When the two Supreme Court decisions impacting women’s 
health came down last month, I will admit I was surprised and 
dismayed. It is incredibly frustrating to see the Court taking these 
major steps backwards on our path to protect and expand access 
to reproductive health care.  

However, I was quickly encouraged by the incredible outpouring 
of public outrage over these decisions. In less than two days 

after the Hobby Lobby ruling, 
over 100,000 people “joined the 
dissent” and signed Planned 
Parenthood’s online petition to 
voice their opposition to the 
rulings. Thank you for standing 
with Planned Parenthood through 
this challenge. Your support is so 
vitally important. Our ability to be 

here serving our patients and communities is because of you. 
While we commend our CT and RI leaders for their support of 
women’s reproductive freedoms, we will continue to call on other 
lawmakers to protect women’s access to health care.

While the Supreme Court is busy turning back the clock on 
important women’s health issues, we at PPSNE remain committed 
to advancing our mission forward in a positive, proactive direction. 
The next time you find yourself sitting in traffic on I-95 or on any 
of several other major highways in our region, take a look around 
for a digital billboard. You just might see an advertisement for 
Planned Parenthood touting the 3,724,558 visits for birth control, 
549,804 breast exams, or 4,425,791 STD tests that we do across 
the country each year. You may also see this information on the 
side of city buses, bus shelters, social media, or hear it on local 
radio stations. 

This bold new advertising is 
part of the Facts marketing 
campaign. Our goal is to 
broaden public awareness 
of the full breadth and scope 
of the services Planned 
Parenthood offers by sharing 
the “facts.” We are especially 
reaching out to young adults in 
the millennial generation, who 
are more familiar with Planned 
Parenthood as a progressive 
advocacy organization 
than as the nation’s largest 
provider of reproductive health 
care. Further, this campaign 
emphasizes the importance of preventative health care, and aims 
to shift the perspective of our community members to initiate 
responsible, preventative health care, encouraging them to 
engage in managing their own health.

Across the country, one in five women has turned to Planned 
Parenthood at some time in her life for professional, non-
judgmental, and confidential care. No one else does more than 
Planned Parenthood to reduce unintended pregnancies and keep 
women healthy.

We are thrilled to be spreading the word about our health services 
these new and exciting ways. You can follow this campaign via 
social media at #PlannedParenthoodIs. Thanks to your generous 
support, the facts about Planned Parenthood can truly speak for 
themselves across Connecticut and Rhode Island!
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Get to Know Planned Parenthood and Why We Fight!
Judy Tabar, President & CEO

“In less than two 
days...over 100,000 
people ‘joined the 
dissent’ and signed 
Planned Parenthood’s 
online petition...”

Yet, as a result of a verdict that was issued by five male justices 
(and opposed by all three female justices), that coverage 
is jeopardized for all women who work at “closely held” 
corporations. This is not a narrowly tailored group. The Court’s 
decision affects enormous for-profit companies employing 
thousands of women and more than half of the workforce in this 
country.

Here at Planned Parenthood of Southern New England, we are 
not giving up. Every day we work to ensure all women have 
access to the full range of reproductive health care, including birth 
control, no matter where they work, live, or how much money they 
make. We believe cost should not be a barrier to important health 
care. 

Planned Parenthood will continue to fight for women’s access 
to affordable birth control. Our state delegation to Congress 
includes some of the most outspoken champions of contraceptive 
coverage and the Affordable Care Act. We appreciate and 
applaud their ongoing leadership.

Women deserve the same rights and protections as everyone 
else and we urge all members of Congress to help us fight back 
against this newly established enshrinement of inequality created 
by the Supreme Court decision. 

The solution is clear: responsible members of Congress must join 
together and pass legislation that stands with women and our 
right to affordable health care.

SCOTUS Rulings continued from page 1
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I have had the pleasure of working as an intern at the Providence 
Health Center over the past eight months – managing the Health 
Center Advocacy Program (HCAP), where volunteers speak with 
patients in the health center once or twice a week about the 
politics surrounding reproductive rights and the importance of 
making their voices heard. When I joined PPSNE in September 
2013, I knew very little about the contentious political landscape of 
women’s health in RI. However, my supervisors and mentors, Paula 
Hodges and Kristen Dart taught me about the importance – and 
the challenges – of advocating for women’s rights.

In addition to learning about RI politics, my experience with PPSNE 
has been shaped by the relationships I have formed with the HCAP 
volunteers. Every volunteer has some connection to the advocacy 
work of Planned Parenthood – either a history of using Planned 
Parenthood health services or a passion for protecting the welfare 
of women. Through the stories of Diane Barense, a former college 
professor and longtime volunteer with Planned Parenthood, I have 
come to understand more about politicians who try to restrict 
reproductive rights. In addition, the relationships I have formed with 
the other volunteers and staff have been such an inspiration to me 
and helped fuel my passion for advocacy.

Over the course of my internship, HCAP volunteers have spoken 

with 664 patients, collected 570 advocacy cards and 106 story 
forms and registered 19 people to vote. We have helped hundreds 
of visitors understand what health care reform means for them, and 
we have launched the Stand With Women campaign to educate 
the public about how RI state legislators support bills that limit 
women’s rights.

I have had an amazing experience working with PPSNE.

My Experience as a PPSNE Intern: Isabel Platt

Isabel Platt (right) HCAP coordinator intern provides guidance to Diane 
Barense as she prepares to speak with RI health center patients.

Earlier this year, PPSNE continued to grow by offering new 
health care services in Meriden, New London and Waterbury, 
CT, and Providence, RI. We are treating common illnesses 
such as colds, the flu, ear infections, sinus infections, seasonal 
allergies and strep throat.

During the course of a visit for reporductive health care 
sometimes patients present with these common illnesses. In 
order to continue to meet the needs of our patients, we’ve 
expanded to cover these services, while still providing the same 
high-quality, affordable health care. Our patients have been 
asking for this.

Offering new health care services demonstrates the commitment 
of PPSNE to providing high-quality care to the women, men and 
young people in Connecticut and Rhode Island. Patients can 

see the same medical providers they have come to know and 
trust for their reproductive health care appointments. 

PPSNE also treats common skin conditions like acne, fungal 
infections and poison ivy. In addition, PPSNE provides work and 
school physical exams.

For more than 90 years, Planned Parenthood has been and 
continues to be a trusted, local resource for convenient and 
confidential services for women, men and young people in 
CT and RI. In addition to the aforementioned new health care 
services, PPSNE provides STD/STI testing, HIV testing and 
counseling, all FDA approved birth control methods, pregnancy 
testing and counseling, emergency contraception and additional 
services. From bronchitis to breast exams, Planned Parenthood 
is committed to keeping patients healthy, head to toe.

PPSNE is “Keeping You Healthy from Head to Toe” by Treating Common 
Illnesses, Seasonal Allergies and Skin Conditions



4

What a Spring it Was!

April was a busy month! More than 550 people attended our 
2014 Spring Luncheon, held on April 9 in Stamford, making it our 
largest and most successful event to date. 

During the luncheon, the Community Impact Award was 
presented to the Near & Far Aid Association – marking the first 
time an organization has been recognized. Comprised strictly 
of volunteers, Near & Far Aid raises and distributes $1 million 
annually to nonprofit organizations throughout the region – 
empowering thousands of women, men and children to build 
brighter futures within their communities.

Recognized at the luncheon with the Every Day Hero Award was 
the PPSNE STARS Program. STARS (Students Teaching About 
Responsible Sexuality) are high school students who undergo 
rigorous training to serve as resources within their schools on 
issues of sexuality and healthy relationships. Both a sexuality 
education initiative and a youth development program, STARS 

allows young leaders to develop a broad base of skills such as 
college readiness, resume writing and community service through 
the program’s comprehensive curriculum. 

Sarah Weddington, who successfully argued Roe v. Wade at the 
United States Supreme Court at age 26 when she was fresh out 
of law school, capped off the luncheon with the keynote speech.

We closed out our month’s activities on April 24, when we hosted 
an irreverent evening of comedy at the Mark Twain House and 
Museum. Whose Body is it Anyway? featured a performance 
by Hartford-based Sea Tea Improv and brought together PPSNE 
supporters to raise money through an evening of laughter.

All proceeds from the Spring Luncheon and Whose Body is it 
Anyway? will go toward providing high quality health care for 
PPSNE patients, regardless of their ability to pay.

Spring
Luncheon

“...our largest and most successful event to date.”

See page 8 for photos from Whose Body is it Anyway?

PHOTO GALLERY

Above, the Spring Luncheon Co-Chairs gather together for a photo with Judy Tabar 
President & CEO (center). From left to right: Donna Moffly, Danielle Eason, Erica 
Buchsbaum, Judy Tabar, Gina Modica, Callie Sullivan and Nancie Schwarzman
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Get to Know Planned Parenthood Where Your Voice Gets Stronger by the Numbers

Planned Parenthood provides a wide range of critical services 
that help people lead healthy, full lives. We want to make sure that 
people – especially the younger millennial generation – understand 
the full breadth and scope of services we offer.

Planned Parenthood is bold, responsible, forward-thinking and 
human. The Facts Campaign will help people understand what 
Planned Parenthood does and why it matters. The centerpiece 
of the campaign are the simple facts of the services that Planned 
Parenthood provides nationwide each year.

GET TO KNOW PLANNED PARENTHOOD. FOLLOW THE FACTS CAMPAIGN @ #PlannedParenthoodIs

549,804 BREAST EXAMS

328,676 MEN’S 
HEALTH VISITS

IS PLANNED PARENTHOOD
4,425,791 STD TESTS
IS PLANNED PARENTHOOD

IS PLANNED PARENTHOOD

3,724,558 VISITS 
FOR BIRTH CONTROL

IS PLANNED PARENTHOOD

PAWTUCKET, RI

HARTFORD, CT PROVIDENCE, RI

WATERBURY, CTBRIDGEPORT, CT

HARTFORD, CT
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The PPSNE Education & Training Department plays a key role 
in reducing unintended pregnancies and sexually transmitted 
diseases by helping people make informed decisions about 
their health. Research shows the best practice to deter 
an unintended pregnancy or STD is to provide both health 
information and access to medical services.
Our health educators and trainers work across CT and RI to 
educate youth, young adults and parents. Education programs 
are interactive and provide opportunities for learners to acquire 
and practice skills that reinforce the importance of open 
communication and sexual health knowledge. As a partner 
of the Center for Disease Control Teen Pregnancy Prevention 
Initiative in Hartford, CT, we have trained more than 240 youth-
serving professionals in various evidence-based education 
programs who, in turn, educated hundreds of youth.
 
In addition, we train youth-serving professionals on human 
sexuality, sexual health and evidence-based curricula. By 
working with professionals, we are expanding the arenas 
where conversations surrounding sexual health are occurring. 
Earlier this year, we trained 117 professionals at the annual 
“Got UR Game On” conference in RI. We focused on reducing 
rates of HIV, STD/STI and pregnancy as well as improving the 
sexual health of RI youth.

Another educational component is to build the next generation 
of leaders by training teen peer educators on sexual health 
topics so they can provide information to their peers. For the 
2014-2015 academic school year, PPSNE will employ 84 
STARS (Students Teaching About Responsible Sexuality) – 
an increase of nearly 20 students from the current year. Our 
STARS are located in five communities: Bridgeport, Hartford, 
New Haven, New London and Providence.

A Glimpse Inside Education & Training

New Health Center Location Opens in Enfield, Connecticut 
Planned Parenthood of Southern New England (PPSNE) 
celebrated the grand opening of its new state-of-the-art health 
center at 111 Hazard Avenue in Enfield, CT, on Wednesday April 
30. More than two-dozen supporters, staff and advocates of 
PPSNE gathered inside the health center for the celebration.

PPSNE welcomed members of the North Central Connecticut 
Chamber of Commerce, friends, allies and others to the new 
center location. Judy Tabar, President & CEO of Planned 
Parenthood of Southern New England, welcomed the guests and 
offered a heartfelt thanks to everyone who helped make the new 
location become a reality.

“Our wonderful supporters and donors made this new health 
center possible,” said Tabar. “We could not have done this project 
without their partnership. Our goal is to provide care to our patients 
that is compassionate and high quality in a warm, welcoming, 
friendly environment. I think we accomplished that here.”

PPSNE has had a health center in Enfield for more than 45 years, 
and Planned Parenthood is proud of the decades of service 
provided to members of the community. Last year, the PPSNE 
Enfield location provided more than 4,500 patients visits. The 

new health center location will allow staff there to be able to 
serve even more patients.

“It’s great to see a continued investment in the Enfield 
community,” said Michael Weber, President of the North Central 
Connecticut Chamber of Commerce. “The service Planned 
Parenthood provides to the community is just so valuable. Thank 
you for your continued commitment to Enfield.”

Friends, supporters and community members attended the PPSNE Grand 
Opening ceremony in Enfield, CT. (L-R) Judy Tabar President & CEO PPSNE, 
Michael Weber President North Central Connecticut Chamber of Commerce 
and Caitlin Murphy Manager Enfield Health Center.

Rhode Island STARS lead powerful hands-on training and skill-building 
workshops to improve participants’ ability to communicate with young people 
about sexual health and substance use. STARS tackled the issues head-on at 
the “Got UR Game On” Conference at Roger Williams University in RI in May.
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For the past two years, PPSNE has been working to expand our outreach to 
nontraditional organizations and partners in Hartford’s North End. Our goal 
is to move beyond our health center walls to strengthen relationships and 
collaboration with the community in order to engage in reproductive justice 
issues and advocate for change in their community. That means working 
with community members on issues that affect their families daily. 

For the first time, PPSNE took a role in the planning of Mothers United 
Against Violence’s (MUAV) 6th Annual March Against Gun Violence, which 
was held April 19, 2014 in conjunction with a coalition of community-based 
organizations supporting the March. Arvia Walker, Community Outreach 
& Engagement Coordinator, who has been focusing her outreach efforts 
in the Black and African-American Communities in Hartford’s North End, 
was one of the coordinators for MUAV. In our commitment to support our 
communities and advocate for reproductive justice for all people, we are 
focusing on issues like gun violence, as this is one issue that affects Hartford 
at alarmingly high rates.

MUAV is a grassroots community organization that was birthed out of 
the rising rates of homicides in Hartford. Led by Reverend Henry Brown 
and Mrs. Henrietta Beckman, a Hartford mother who lost her son to gun 

Building Bridges: Planned Parenthood 
Supports Mothers United Against Violence 
March Against Gun Violence

violence, the organization has grown to become one 
of the community’s leaders in ending these senseless 
acts of violence.

The right to raise our children in a safe and healthy 
environment is a core demand of reproductive justice. 
According to Connecticut Against Gun Violence, the 
leading cause of death for African Americans between 
the ages of 1-44 is by firearm. In Hartford, families are 
devastated by gun violence far too often and MUAV is 
taking a stand to protect their communities. 

Our work to protect reproductive health and rights 
cannot be limited to advocating for laws without 
thinking about broader implications and access for 
communities of color. In order for families to achieve 
reproductive justice, we must continue to take a stand 
on issues that impact every family’s right to raise 
children in safe, healthy and nurturing environments. 

PPSNE joined in solidarity with Mothers United Against Violence on April 19 to stand 
together to fight urban gun violence in Hartford. Photo credit: Gary Holder-Winfield

Thanks to our FOCUS Contributors: Laurie Diorio, Maria Llanos Martell, 

Josh Morgan, Isabel Platt, Camelle Scott-Mujahid, Pierrette Silverman, 

Erika Ulanecki, Arvia Walker & Susan Yolen.
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subscribe@ppsne.org

#PlannedParenthoodIs

Show your support by making a contribution today at ppsne.org/give or call 203.865.5158

PPSNE Information

Headquarters: 203.865.5158

ppsne.org

Call 1.800.230.PLAN (7526) to 
reach the center nearest you

345 Whitney Avenue 
New Haven, CT 06511 

111 Point Street 
Providence, RI 02903

With your support, PPSNE will continue providing the essential care that CT and RI citizens 
deserve. Our patients count on us. We count on you. Please show your support today by 
making a generous contribution at ppsne.org/donate.

DONATE 
TODAY!

Planned Parenthood of Southern New England

PHOTO GALLERY

PPSNE staff gather in front of a CT Transit bus displaying the new Facts Campaign advertisement.


