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Planned Parenthood Connection 
October 10, 2013 

 
October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month, and there is no 
better time to recognize the Planned Parenthood staff 
member who dedicates herself to education and awareness 
of breast cancer. As Planned Parenthood of South Florida and 
the Treasure Coast’s Breast Health Educator, Lorna Johnson 
works in Palm Beach and Broward Counties to educate 
women about the risks of breast cancer and the importance 
of self-examination and regular screenings. With generous 
funding from Susan G. Komen South Florida and Susan G. 
Komen Miami/Ft. Lauderdale, Lorna has given comprehensive 
breast health presentations to thousands of women, with a 
special focus on those communities most at risk: Haitians, 
Afro-Caribbeans, African-Americans, Hispanics, and the LGBT 
community.  
 

Here is 
Lorna’s 
story:  
 
“My name is 
Lorna 
Johnson and 
I am a 2 time 
breast 
cancer 
survivor.   
Fifteen and 
one half 
years ago, I 
was 

diagnosed with ductal carcinoma insitu and at that time, I 
knew no one with this disease and there was no history of 
cancer in my family.  After my mastectomy and my recovery, I 
promised to become a resource for people starting this 
journey and I have never looked back.  Over the years, I have 
been involved with Your Bosom Buddies, a breast cancer 
support group, funded by The Susan G. Komen Foundation in 

 
Donor Spotlight 

Alan Sagner and Bea Bloch 

 
Alan Sagner and Bea Bloch are known 
for their passion and energy.  When 
they’re not spending time with their 
large families and their friends or 
attending FAU classes, you can find 
them working to make our 
community a better place. 
 
Alan and Bea’s frustration with 
politicians playing doctor, and 
Florida’s refusal to expand Medicaid 
through the Affordable Care Act 
came to a head last spring. So, they 
decided to do something about it. 
Their solution?  To engage and 
challenge the community in 
supporting Planned Parenthood.   
 
Knowing that Florida women without 
health insurance have difficulty 
affording birth control, pap smears 
and breast cancer screenings, Mr. 
Sagner and Mrs. Bloch reached out to 
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West Kendall as a “buddy for you”.  I became certified as a 
Triple Touch Instructor by the American Cancer Society and 
was a facilitator at numerous high school and colleges where 
I taught young women how to do self-breast exams.  I 
became more involved by joining the Board of the American 
Cancer Society as an advocate for women and the challenge 
of breast cancer.  In 2011 I was the Chairperson for ACS 
Making Strides Against Breast Cancer in West Palm Beach. 
Then I joined Your Bosom Buddies 11, a support group in the 
western community of Palm Beach County, where I serve as 
Vice President. 
 
In August 2012, I was re-diagnosed with stage one breast 
cancer in the same breast.  I had surgery, five rounds of 
chemotherapy and 32 rounds of radiation. I did the BRACA 
test and I do not carry the gene. However, I was diagnosed as 
HER 2 Positive and as we speak, I continue to be infused with 
HERCEPTIN every 17 days. 
 
In June of 2013, I had the pleasure of joining this great 
organization – Planned Parenthood. Being involved has given 
me a bigger platform and a greater challenge to reach more 
people, especially young people who can learn about 
prevention and early detection.  I am grateful to work with 
the talented professionals who are so dedicated to helping 
people lead healthy lives. I look forward to my continued 
contribution to this organization.   

 

 
September 15 to October 15 is Hispanic Heritage Month, 
and Planned Parenthood is taking this month to celebrate the 
contributions to public health made by Latinos in the US, and 
we are continuing, as always, our long-standing commitment 
to advance the health and well-being of Latinos across South 
Florida and the Treasure Coast.  
 
Thanks to the Affordable Care Act, millions of uninsured 
Latinos in the U.S. are now eligible for affordable health 
insurance coverage, and Planned Parenthood is here to help 
enroll and educate our community about the options 
available under the new health plans. 
 
Visit www.PlannedParenthoodHealthInsuranceFacts.org for 
more information about the Affordable Care Act and how 
Planned Parenthood is working to get women, men, and 
young people health coverage. 

Planned Parenthood to ensure 
women and their families have a 
place to go for affordable, high-
quality preventative care.  They 
offered to match all donations dollar-
for-dollar up to $50,000 through 
September 30.   
 
“We know how urgent the need is to 
expand access to life-saving health 
care for women in Florida,” said Mr. 
Sagner. “Our gift to Planned 
Parenthood will help to ensure 
women can plan their families and 
that cancer is detected early - when it 
can still be treated and lives can be 
saved. We hope our gift motivates 
others to give generously as well.”   
 
And the community responded!  As 
of September 30, this matching gift 
exceeded our goal, raising a more 
than $82,000.  
 
These gifts made it possible for 
Planned Parenthood to offer a series 
of open houses at health centers 
across South Florida and the Treasure 
Coast last summer, where we offered 
free breast exams and pap smears. 
Also, short-term funds were 
established providing a range of 
preventative health care services 
including annual well-woman exams, 
birth control, and HIV testing for 
those who can’t afford to pay. 
Community members wanting to 
make appointments can call 1-800-
230-PLAN or visit our website 
www.ppsoflo.org.  
 
Please join us in thanking Alan and 
Bea! 

  

http://www.plannedparenthoodhealthinsurancefacts.org/
http://www.ppsoflo.org/
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Broward County Youth Travel to Washington, DC for 
Advocacy Training and Lobby for Sex Ed 
 
 
This September, 
the 10 student 
members of the 
Broward County 
Youth Council 
(BCYC) joined 120 
young people 
from across the 
country at 
Advocates for 
Youth’s annual 
Urban Retreat in 
Washington 
DC.  The Urban 
Retreat brings 
together and 
trains youth 
activists on issues 
of sexual and reproductive health and rights including peer 
education, advocacy and policy. The youth that make up 
BCYC are between the ages of 16-24, and are dedicated to 
advocating for comprehensive sexual health education in 
Broward County. Urban Retreat taught these young activists 
tactics for enacting the changes they want in their 
communities. The students transformed this new knowledge 
into immediate action through lobbying their Senators and 
Representatives on Capitol Hill. The youth led meetings with 
staff from the offices of Florida Legislators to encourage them 
to support the Real Education for Health Youth Act, and to 
talk to them about the grim health statics that plague their 
peers. 
 
Find out more about BCYC here. 

Upcoming Planned Parenthood 
Events 
 
Martin County Cocktails for a Cause 
Date: Thursday, November 7, 2013 
Time: 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
If you'd like to attend this event, you 
can purchase tickets online. 
 
Save the Date!  
2014 Tradition of Choice Luncheon 
February 27, 2013 
 
Contact Melissa Williams for more 
information on these and other 
special events. 
Melissa.Williams@ppsoflo.org or 
561.472.9953 
 
 
More Events Around South Florida 
 
Latinas Organizing for Leadership 
and Advocacy Training 
Hosted by National Latina Institute 
for Reproductive Health 
October 18-20, Miami 
Register at www.tinyurl.com/LOLAFL 
 
Screenings of After Tiller 
This documentary explores the 
subject of third-trimester abortions in 
the wake of the 2009 assassination of 
practitioner Dr. George Tiller. You can 
watch the trailer on After Tiller 
website. 
Opening Friday, October 11 at the 
Coral Gables Art Cinema 
Opening Friday, October 25 at the 
Mos’ Art Theater in Lake Park 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.plannedparenthood.org/ppsoflo/BrowardCountyYouthCouncil.htm
http://www.ppaction.org/site/Calendar?id=107980&view=Detail&__utma=1.992485918.1380900737.1380900737.1380910697.2&__utmb=1.6.10.1380910697&__utmc=1&__utmx=-&__utmz=1.1380900737.1.1.utmcsr=(direct)|utmccn=(direct)|utmcmd=(none)&__utmv=-&__utmk=221311896
http://www.ppaction.org/site/Calendar?id=107980&view=Detail&__utma=1.992485918.1380900737.1380900737.1380910697.2&__utmb=1.6.10.1380910697&__utmc=1&__utmx=-&__utmz=1.1380900737.1.1.utmcsr=(direct)|utmccn=(direct)|utmcmd=(none)&__utmv=-&__utmk=221311896
mailto:Melissa.Williams@ppsoflo.org
http://www.tinyurl.com/LOLAFL
http://aftertillermovie.com/
http://aftertillermovie.com/
http://aftertillermovie.com/
http://www.gablescinema.com/filmpage.php?ID=58
http://www.mosarttheatre.com/index.html
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Visit us on the web! 

 
www.ppsoflo.org   

 

 
 

www.PlannedParenthoodHealthInsuranceFacts.org  
 

 
 

 

http://www.ppsoflo.org/
http://www.plannedparenthoodhealthinsurancefacts.org/
http://www.PlannedParenthoodHealthInsuranceFacts.org

