
 

 

Newsletter May 2014 
With your support we have been able to advance our mission to provide comprehensive sexual health care through 
health care services, education and advocacy. You’ll find great examples of this throughout this newsletter.  Your 
contributions and engagement are helping families and communities lead healthier lives. 

Victory: Sex Education is Coming to Broward!
Planned Parenthood staff and Broward County Youth 
Council members cheered when the School Board of 
Broward County unanimously passed one of the most 
comprehensive human sexuality policies in the nation at 
its May 6th meeting.  

After two years of collaborating with the School Board, 
concerned students, parents and community 
organizations, Planned Parenthood is excited that 
students will receive the education they deserve. The 
new policy requires that all sexual health education in 
Broward County Schools be medically accurate, age and 
developmentally appropriate, and be taught to students 
on an annual basis. 

Planned Parenthood saw an urgent need to help 
Broward County Schools improve their sexual health

 education program due to its considerable health 
challenges. Broward ranks first in the nation with the 
highest number of AIDS cases. It is second only to 
Miami-Dade in the number of HIV infections, with an 
HIV infection rate that is nearly double the state’s rate.  

Media covering the vote sought out Planned 
Parenthood staff and Broward County Youth Council 
members to ask why they thought the policy was 
important. 

“As a parent and an educator, I know first-hand just 
how important it is for students to get reliable 
information and to follow up on that information with 
their parents and others they trust,” said Cory Neering, 
Vice President of Education for Planned Parenthood of 
South Florida and the Treasure Coast. “This policy does 
that.” 

“Young people like me worked hard to get approval for 
a sex education policy that is comprehensive because 
we need the facts in order to stay healthy and have a 
chance at succeeding in life,” said Mario Lopez, a recent 
Broward County high school graduate and long-standing 
advocate of the policy. 

Kristin Saunders, another Council member, and her 
mother, Carol Saunders, were also on hand for the vote 
and expressed their support. “When I was going to high 
school we didn’t have much information,” said Carol 
Saunders. “We had one class that told us about STI’s but 
not very much about how you got them. My daughter is 
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doing a great job and I’m not worried about how she’s 
going to take care of herself when she goes to college.”   

Planned Parenthood created the Broward County Youth 
Council, a group of young leaders, who with Planned 
Parenthood’s support, were 
instrumental in advocating for 
the new policy and helped 
develop it to meet the needs 
of students like them. Planned 
Parenthood received support 
from the national organization 
Advocates for Youth for this 
project. 

Congratulations to the Broward County School Board 
and all of the students, parents, and community 
organizations who came together to get this policy 
passed! Sign our virtual Thank you card here. 

 
Planned Parenthood and the Affordable Care Act 

Getting People Covered 
Floridians seized the opportunity to sign up for health 
care under the Affordable Care Act (ACA) during its roll 
out from October 2013- April 2014. Final enrollment 
numbers reported in May by the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services show that almost one 
million people in the state enrolled in new, affordable 
health insurance plans. Planned Parenthood helped 

many of them navigate the Marketplace and get 
covered.  

Since October of last year Planned Parenthood staff and 
volunteers in South Florida have been knocking on 
doors and connecting with people to make sure they 
had the information they needed to enroll in the ACA.  
We successfully completed enrollment for 536 
individuals, facilitated the application process for 
16,687 individuals, conducted outreach to 110,243 
individuals and attended over 200 events where 
materials and information were distributed. 

Read the Florida Alliance of Planned Parenthood Affiliate's Legislative Report about how  
Planned Parenthood fought for health care expansion and reproductive rights in Florida. 

Enrollment Event, Palmetto General Hospital – March 
22nd 2014 
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National Teen Pregnancy 
Prevention Month 

May is National Teen Pregnancy Prevention Month and 
there has been strong progress on this front. A new 
study by the Guttmacher Institute reports a dramatic 
decline in teen pregnancy rates. But much work still lies 
ahead. Nearly 750,000 teenagers in the U.S. will 
become pregnant this year alone. Florida’s teen 
pregnancy rate is the 6th highest in the nation and 
there are more than 2 million women statewide in need 
of contraceptive services and supplies.  

“When it comes to lowering the teen pregnancy rate, 
we know what works: access to birth control and good 
sexual health education,” said Lillian Tamayo, President 
and CEO of Planned Parenthood of South Florida and 
the Treasure Coast.  

As the nation’s largest provider of sex education, 
Planned Parenthood offers resources, guidance, and 
encouragement to teens and parents to talk about 
relationships and sex. Planned Parenthood of South 
Florida and the Treasure Coast provides high-quality, 
teen-friendly health services as well as comprehensive 
sexual health education, reaching 15,000 teens in South 
Florida. 

First International Reproductive 
Justice Film Festival 

 

The Women’s Emergency Network (WEN) celebrates its 
25th anniversary by holding the first International 
Reproductive Justice Film Festival on May 17 and 18 in 
Miami. The festival features movies chronicling 
reproductive rights, including “Motherless” a film 
documenting the legacy of loss from illegal abortions, 
and “Citizen Ruth” a comedy starring Laura Dern as a 
pregnant woman who unexpectedly attracts attention 
from people on both sides of the debate around 
abortion. Moviegoers can also participate in post film 
discussions and will have the opportunity to join 
anniversary celebrations.  Tickets are available online. 

WEN is a non-profit organization that provides financial 
assistance for abortion services to women in need.

TOP® Teen Outreach Program 
Building Awareness, Building Community 
The Teen Outreach Program, TOP®,   helps students learn 
and build their communities up through community 
service. TOP® program students came up with very 
creative ways to do this. 

TOP® students in Miami-Dade 
County designed their own t-shirts 
to raise awareness among their 
peers and in their communities 
about issues they felt needed more 
attention and education. They 
crafted shirts with eye-catching 
statements, images and facts 

about issues such as gun violence, education, violence 
against women, drug abuse prevention, teen pregnancy 
prevention, peer pressure, abstinence, gang violence, 
community violence and bullying. 

“It’s good to see how many 
different topics piqued the interest 
of the students,  that students felt 
needed to be addressed, “said Ms. 
Tate, TRUST counselor at Miami 
Northwestern and TOP liaison.  
Other students at both schools 
complimented many of the designs 
and images.   
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Planned Parenthood has the BEST supporters, advocates and volunteers! 

It’s time for a special thank you to our supporters for an exceptional special 
events season.  More than 900 attendees joined us at events ranging from 
dinner dances to cocktail parties and from luncheons to artsy soirees. And, just 
when you thought it couldn’t get any better, this year’s fundraising events 
raised a record breaking $675,000!  These donations ensure we can provide 
high quality health care services, medically accurate sexual health education 
and important advocacy programs throughout our service area.  

We could not do this work without the support of our 
community members! 
A special note of gratitude to these amazing chairpersons and committees. It is 
our privilege to work with this dedicated and hardworking group of 
supporters. We tip our hats to: 

2013-2014 Event Chairpersons 
 
Martin County Cocktails for a Cause: Karen Cahan ▪ Heidi Rich ▪ Ellyn 
Stevenson 

Palm Beach Dinner Dance: Norma Tiefel ▪ Jan Willinger 

The 23rd Annual Tradition of Choice Luncheon: Mickey Berman ▪ Iris 
Capobianco ▪ Joan Cramer ▪ Andrea Hirsch ▪ Helen Judlowe ▪ Cynthia Karas ▪ 
Sharon Pikus ▪ Mary Salerno 

Miami Style and Substance Events: Dawn Fine ▪ Debbie Frank ▪ Barbara 
Garrett ▪ Scott Kressner ▪ Carol Lang ▪ Fabriene Prudencio ▪ Jorge Rosso ▪ 
Ashley Salamanca ▪ Lindsay Smith 

 
Upcoming Events: 

Martin County Cocktails for a Cause, 
Fall 2014 (Date TBD)   

2015 Palm Beach Dinner Dance, Club Colette 
January 15, 2015

 

Don Mintmire, Dawn Fine, PPSFTC Board 
Member, Patsy Mintmire, PPSFTC Board 
Member at “An Evening of Style and 
Substance.” 

Kelsey Pan, Elisa Kim, Cecily Barber 

Elizabeth Heise, Estela Nickerson, Abby 
Thorman 

Dawn Laguens, Planned Parenthood Federation of  
America Chief Experience Officer, speaking to supporters. 

Janet Krop, Suzanne Green, Karen Pomerantz, Debra 
Frank, PPSFTC Board Chair 
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