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Planned Parenthood Greater Memphis Region 
(PPGMR), founded in 1938, is an affi liate of Planned 
Parenthood Federation of America. 

Our mission is to ensure broad public access to 
reproductive and related health care through health 
center services, education, advocacy, and community 
partnerships serving 42 counties in West Tennessee, 
North Mississippi and East Arkansas.

Planned Parenthood® is a registered trademark of Planned Parenthood Federation of America, Inc.

PPGMR has long offered 
long-acting, reversible 
contraceptives (LARCs), 
such as IUDs and hormonal 
implants. These methods 
are highly effective at 
preventing pregnancy 
for up to 12 years and 
eliminate the risk of “user 
error,” such as forgetting to 
take a pill. LARCs are an 
excellent method for young 
women who wish to delay 
child birth for several years, 
and also for older women 
who’ve completed their 
families.

Despite all their benefi ts, 
relatively few women use 
LARCs because of their 
steep up-front cost. LARC 
methods cost hundreds, 
even thousands of dollars. 
When the Affordable Care 
Act (ACA) is fully implemented, cost will no longer be a factor for most women, because 
under the ACA, insurers must make LARC methods available without cost-sharing. In the 
meantime, PPGMR is building a bridge to the ACA, thanks to a generous donor. In August, 
PPGMR began offering LARCs to our uninsured and under-insured patients at no cost to the 
patient. PPGMR’s practitioners are now providing 60 to 70 LARCs per month, compared to 
an average of 10 per month prior to the program.

Private donors’ generous gifts allow PPGMR to make a real and tangible difference in 
patients’ health and lives.

Innovative Program Expands 
Use of LARC Methods

A Word from Ashley
Ashley Coffield, CEO

A new report by the Guttmacher Institute found 
that states have enacted more abortion restric-
tions in the past three years than in the entire 
previous decade. From 2011 to 2013, a total 
of 205 state abortion restrictions were enacted 
in the United States. By comparison, 189 state 
abortion restrictions went into effect between 
2001 and 2010. In 2013, 56% of women live 
in states hostile to abortion rights compared to 
31% in 2000.

Tennessee, Mississippi, and Arkansas are 
three of 27 states identifi ed by the Guttmacher 
Institute as “hostile” to abortion rights. This 
means that states in our region have between 
4 and 10 major abortion restrictions. Abortion 
facilities in Tennessee must have connections to 
a local hospital (admitting privileges for provid-
ers and transfer agreements) that effectively 
grant hospitals veto power over whether an 
abortion clinic can exist. And abortion facilities 
in Tennessee must also meet standards for 
ambulatory surgical treatment centers, which 
require facilities to be licensed, regulated and 
inspected.

You will hear a lot about abortion this year since 
it will be on the ballot in Tennessee in November 
2014. Amendment One – a proposed change 
to our state constitution – would give abortion 
opponents in our state legislature greater power 
to enact laws that will make it impossible for 
abortion providers in Tennessee to keep their 
doors open to women. You’ll be hearing more 
from us in the coming months about why a 
“NO” vote on Amendment One is a vote FOR 
Tennessee women and families.

University of Memphis Vox student group members distributed
free condoms at University of Memphis Homecoming at the Liberty 
Bowl. Left to right: Meliqua Pillard, Sarah Hoover and Emma Strub
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WHAT?
FREE IUDs and implants 
at Planned Parenthood?

Let’s call today!
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All-New Vagina Monologues 
Cast and Leadership Promise 
a Smashing Show

PPGMR
CALENDAR

Cervical Cancer Awareness 
Month – JANUARY

Tennessee Legislative Session 
Begins – JANUARY 14

Anniversary of Roe v. Wade 
Decision – JANUARY 22

Roe v. Wade Volunteer Night
JANUARY 23

Contact Joan Carr at 
901-725-3008 to register

Teen Dating Violence Awareness 
Month – FEBRUARY

Memphis Monologues
FEBRUARY 6, 6:00-9:00 P.M.

Crosstown Arts, 
422 N. Cleveland

Admission: Free, but RSVP 
is required

Call Joan Carr at 
901-725-3008 to RSVP

National Black HIV/AIDS 
Awareness Day – FEBRUARY 7

The Vagina Monologues
FEBRUARY 13-15
Circuit Playhouse

512 S. Cooper
Tickets: General Admission $20, 

Students $15, blocks of 10 or 
more $10 each

Buy tickets online at 
www.plannedparenthood.org/
Memphis/VaginaMonologues

National Condom Day – 
FEBRUARY 14

National Women and Girls 
HIV/AIDS Awareness Day – 

MARCH 10
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Once again V-Day Memphis is per-
forming Eve Ensler’s famous play The 
Vagina Monologues to benefi t Planned 
Parenthood Greater Memphis Region. 
This year’s performances on Febru-
ary 13-15 feature two new monologues 
never before seen in Memphis, and a 
brand new producer and director.

Elizabeth Cawein, the local music pro-
moter who produced and directed the 
show from 2009 to 2013, has passed 
the baton to producer Jakatae Jessup, 
and director Kimberly Hooper. Both 
have been involved in V-Day Memphis 
for many years. 

Jakatae Jessup is a former PPGMR 
Board member and veteran of several 
Vagina Monologues productions. In 
addition to being a cast member, 
Jakatae has also served as chief volun-
teer wrangler for the show.

Kimberly Hooper has been a cast 
member in several productions of The 
Vagina Monologues. She fi rst auditioned 
while a student at the University of 
Tennessee, Chattanooga, and was 
hooked. This is her directorial debut, 
but Kimberly has spent plenty of time 

on stage both as a performer and 
dancer. 

Kimberly said, “It wasn’t until I joined 
the cast for the 2012 production that 
I got an understanding of Planned 
Parenthood’s mission to provide the 
affordable health care and education 
that so many individuals and families 
need...and I get to meet some of the 
most fabulous women in the city!”

The Vagina Monologues performances 
will take place Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday, February 13th, 14th and 15th 
at 7:30 p.m. at Circuit Playhouse, 51 
S. Cooper. Tickets are $20 for gen-
eral admission, $15 for students, and 
just $10 each for blocks of 10 or more. 
Tickets may be bought online at 
www.plannedparenthood.org/
Memphis/VaginaMonologues or at 
the door before each performance. But 
get your tickets early! The Friday and 
Saturday night shows often sell out.

All proceeds from ticket and beverage 
sales benefi t Planned Parenthood’s 
health services, education and 
advocacy programs right here in the 
Mid-South.

Left to right: Vagina Monologues Producer Jakatae Jessup, performer Abby Schultz, and Director 
Kimberly Hooper.

Memphis Monologues 
Moves to New Venue

Our county-wide free condom distribution 
program is an amazing success. We have 
distributed more than 103,000 condoms to 
date and have 60 participating organiza-
tions. As a result of a new federal grant, 
we have additional money to spend on 
distribution and media. Our successful 
bus ads will return in February, and we 
will have billboards in our county’s highest 
risk zip codes. These will include slogans 
such as: Sex Comes with Free Wrapping, 
Getting it On is Free, and When You Do It, 
Get One Free.

While she won’t be in The Vagina 
Monologues this year, former Vagina 
Monologues producer/director/per-
former Elizabeth Cawein continues to 
devote her time and talents to V-Day 
Memphis and Planned Parenthood. 
Elizabeth, who began serving on 
PPGMR’s Board of Directors last year, 
is once again producing her brainchild 
performance, the Memphis Mono-
logues, on February 6th at 6:00 p.m. 
at the new Crosstown Arts perfor-
mance space at 422 S. Cleveland.

Elizabeth took the concept behind 
The Vagina Monologues, and re-
imagined it for Memphis. In this one-
night-only performance, Memphis 
women will tell real, personal stories: 
some funny, some uplifting, some 
sad, some eye-opening, but all cel-
ebrate the female experience and the 
wonderful women who call Memphis 
home.

The cocktail evening will feature a 
silent auction, hors d’oeuvres and 
wine. There is no admission charge, 
but donations to PPGMR are 
strongly encouraged! Please RSVP 
online here: http://bit.ly/1dsTS6U or 
call Joan Carr at 901-725-3008.
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