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Changing Language on Choice 
 

On January 22, the 40th 

anniversary of Roe v. Wade, PPWNM 

stood with women across the country in 

reinforcing the importance of safe and 

legal abortion. Despite abortion being 

legal, constitutionally protected, and 

consistently supported by a majority of 

Americans, opponents of women’s health 

have made it increasingly harder for 

women to access it through court battles, 

ballot measures, and burdensome 

legislative restrictions. 

 The 40th anniversary of Roe 

coincides with the release of new research 

showing that a large majority of 

American’s believe in a woman’s right to 

choose but we need to have a major shift in 

the way we, as a nation, are having the 

“abortion debate.” 

According to a 2012 Gallup poll, 77 

percent of Americans think abortion 

should be legal in some or all 

circumstances. 

According to a post-election poll from the 

Pew Research Center, 64 percent of 

voters younger than 30 said that abortion 

should be legal in all or most cases.  

According to research from the National 

Latina Institute for Reproductive Health, 

74 percent of Latino registered voters 

support a woman's ability to make 

personal, private decisions about 

abortion. 

According to a 2012 survey from the 

Public Religion Research Institute, 67 

percent of African Americans believe 

that abortion should be legal in all or 

most cases. 

What is also clear from the data is that 

the number of people who say abortion 

should remain safe and legal is 

significantly higher than the number of 

people who would identify as  “pro-

choice.” This means that we need to move 

beyond labels — they don’t work. The 

“pro-choice” and “pro-life” labels  don’t  

reflect the complexity of the issue of 

abortion or the way that Americans think 

and talk about abortion. Abortion is a 

deeply personal and often complex 

decision for a woman. Ultimately, 

decisions about whether to choose 

adoption, end a pregnancy, or raise a child 

must be left to a woman, her family, and 

her faith, with the counsel of her doctor or 

health care provider. 

Planned Parenthood has launched a 

new Talking About Abortion campaign to 

help move the conversation forward on this 

complex issue. For more information, visit 

notinhershoes.org or check out the Talking 

About Abortion e-book  

http://bit.ly/WhQibM.  

 

Birthday Bash for Choice! 

By Julie McKeiver 
 

 GRAND RAPIDS — Forty 

people gathered in Grand Rapids recently 

to celebrate 40 years of choice at a 

birthday party put on by PPWNM. The 

celebration took place at Fountain Street 

Church on January 23, one day after the 

historic 40th anniversary of the U.S. 

Supreme Court’s Roe v Wade decision 

which gave people the right  to make their 

own personal, private medical decisions, 

including about abortion.  

 The event was organized and co-

sponsored by PPWNM’s Justice 

Engagement Team (JET), led by PPWNM 

Public Affairs Manager Dani Vilella. 

Event partners included Fountain Street 

Church, National Organization for 

Women, Progressive Women’s Alliance, 

STOP WOW (War on Women), and the 

ACLU. Organizations offered information 

tables full of resources,  while guests 

enjoyed celebratory cupcakes and a 

sparkling juice toast to “40 years of 

choice!” 

 Dani led a program that included 

trivia questions about abortion stats and 

prizes for correct answers:  

What percentage of women who have had 

an abortion already have a child? (60 

percent.) What percentage of women will 

experience an unintended pregnancy in her 

lifetime? (50 percent.) One in how many 

women will have an abortion at some point 

in her life? (One in three.) 

As Dani noted to the crowd, “The 

procedure is far more common than most 

medical procedures, yet it is silenced. I 

don’t know of many things that 33 percent 

of all women will do in her lifetime. So it 

is extremely common, and we should be 

able to speak about it without shame.” 

 The multi-media presentation 

included Planned Parenthood’s new video, 

Moving Beyond Pro-Life vs. Pro-Choice 

Labels, You’re Not in Her Shoes as well as 

other videos related to reproductive 

freedom which played on a loop during the 

celebration. 

After the toast, Fountain Street 

Church member Kate Shockey reflected on 

what choice means to her, “I remember the 

time before Roe versus Wade and I knew a 

lot of people who had to go from 

Cleveland – where I grew up – to New 

York, the only place the procedure was 

available. Of course, people who did not 

have the means to get there, did not have 

that same choice. I’m so encouraged to see 

young people here tonight because it 

shows that they do realize if they don’t 

fight for their rights, they will lose them.” 

PPWNM also participated in the 

annual Prayer Breakfast and March for 

Roe with Harbor United Universalist 

Church in Muskegon on January 19. 

Planned Parenthood supporter, Rep. 

Marcia Hovey-Wright (D-Muskegon) 

spoke out about legislative attacks in 

Lansing. 
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