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CDC Report 
Supports 
Real Sex Ed
An alarming new report from 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention supports the need for 
comprehensive sex education while 
underscoring the failure of abstinence-
only education.
The results from the study started 
in 2003 are jarring: one in four 
American girls and young women test 
positive for at least one of the most 
common types of sexually transmitted 
infections (STI): human papillomavirus 
(HPV), chlamydia, genital herpes, 
and trichomoniasis. Among African-
American girls, the rates are even 
higher—49%, or nearly half, are 
infected.
Women may be unaware they are 
infected. But the diseases, which are 
infections caused by bacteria, viruses, 
and parasites, can produce acute 
symptoms and even potentially fatal 
ectopic pregnancy if left untreated. 

Racism Calling
Is Planned Parenthood racist? Does the organization target the African-
American community in order to hold down its numbers? Anyone who does the 
tiniest bit of research knows the notion is ridiculous. Nevertheless, this is a 
tactic that the anti-choice forces have employed in their never-ending struggle to 
discredit us, and the accusation has, unfortunately, gained traction.
Last summer, 
an anti-choice 
magazine called 
The Advocate 
in Southern 
California called 
numerous Planned 
Parenthood 
affiliates around 
the country. The 
conversations 
were secretly 
taped, so the The 
Advocate only 
chose states where 
recording phone 
conversations 
without consent 
is not illegal. The 
state of Washington 
does not allow this.
The “caller” told 
staffers from these 
affiliates he wanted 
to make a large donation, but later in the conversation stated that he wanted his 
donation designated for African-American women because he wanted “fewer black 
babies.” Most of the Planned Parenthood employees who took these calls quickly 
ended the conversation. Two kept the conversation going, thereby seeming to be 
ready to accept the racist donations.
This was a serious lack of judgment on the part of these two Planned Parenthood 
employees. Had the employees been properly prepared for this kind of attack, they 
would have figured out that the calls were nothing short of a cruel hoax, designed 
to portray Planned Parenthood as money-grubbing racists.
Even though the calls were made last summer, interest in the recordings of them 
peaked in March when The Advocate posted a video of the donor calls on You 
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Ask if you qualify for FREE Services.
We’ll bill most major insurance companies.

Executive 
Update

Never  
a Let Up
I long ago gave up the notion 
that working at Planned Parenthood 
would ever be a walk in the park. Each 
new progressive step forward seems 
so hard won. I’m not complaining, I 
wouldn’t have it any other way.
Well, maybe sometimes.
I must admit I had a palm-in-forehead 
moment last month when an anti-choice 
group from Southern California released 
a tape of what sounds like a Planned 
Parenthood employee accepting a 
donation over the phone from an overtly 
racist donor. Naturally, the right wing 
radio talk show hosts had a field day 
with this. 
One of them actually posed this 
question to his audience: “Is Planned 
Parenthood racist or just morally 
bankrupt?” 
If you’re on the list to receive FOCUS you 
probably already know the answers are 
no and no. Planned Parenthood is about 
providing access to reproductive health 
to everyone, regardless of their race, 
gender, religion, or orientation. To your 
garden variety social conservative, we’re 
too liberal, too egalitarian. For them to 
try and outflank us on the left is nothing 
short of ridiculous.
Two Planned Parenthood employees 
from other states took the bait, 
which was a mistake. The anti-choice 
group from California recorded a 30 
minute conversations without the PP 
employees’ knowledge and edited it 
down to about three minutes. They 
put music underneath the talking to 
hide the obvious edits. In reading the 
transcript myself, I could see clearly 

that the employee was not a racist, was 
uncomfortable with the conversation, 
but had never been told explicitly how 
to respond to such calls. As a result of 
this latest attack, we have updated our 
Gift Acceptance Policy and provided 
training to our staff in identifying 
suspicious callers posing as donors. 
We do not accept money from people 
with racist motivations, no matter how 
much money they wish to donate.
This was a case of entrapment by anti-
choice extremists. Like any effective 
propagandist, they constantly change 
their tactics. We have reason to believe 
their next target will be sex education. 
They will likely try to videotape a 
sexuality educator, a teacher, or a 
peer educator presenting information 
to students that looks pornographic. 
As you well know, sex education 
is medically accurate, it’s honest, 
and it’s necessarily detailed. When 
taped surreptitiously and edited, sex 
education may appear to be graphic, 
but it’s not pornographic.
 While it’s hard to anticipate their next 
attack, we can be certain they won’t let 
truth get in the way.

Christine R. Charbonneau,  
President/CEO

My daughter is only 18 and 
she’s having her 2nd and final 
abortion. I’m glad she has a 
choice but I wish she would 
have made a better choice to 
use protection from disease 
and pregnancy before this. 
Going through this procedure 
even as a witness is a difficult 
thing, but I know she is not 
grown up enough yet to be a 
mom. Still, I grieve a little for 
the lost life of my potential 
grandchild...but I care more 
about the future life and 
development of my daughter. 
I look forward to the day when 
she can tell me she’s pregnant 
and we can rejoice together. I 
love her and wish her a happy 
future.
 Signed, A Mom

I am here with my friends. We 
all decided to get on the pill 
together. That’s three less 
teenage mothers. My mom had 
my 17 year old sister when she 
was 16 and me when she was 
18. My sister has a scholarship 
to any college in Washington 
for four full years. I get good 
grades and make smart 
choices. For those of you that 
are here because you may be 
pregnant. It’s your choice. My 
mom was a statistic, and I’m 
very glad. She sacrificed the 
rest of her life for the life of my 
sister and I.
 Sincerely,
 A Happy Statistic
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Profile: Patient Escorts
They put themselves between our patients and our most 
aggressive detractors. They see the misleading, bloody fetus signs, they hear the 
ugly things shouted by protesters, and they see the tears of our patients. Those who 
volunteer to be patient escorts at our health centers are truly the embodiment of our 
mission.
Chelsee and Andrew have been escorts 
at our Tacoma health center since last 
fall and have since logged many hours 
helping patients walk through the 
gauntlet of protesters there.
Chelsee is a student in the graduate 
certificate program for literary editing at 
a local college. After Chelsee finished her 
undergraduate work, she wanted to offer 
her time and skills to organizations that 
serve the needs of women. She saw the 
need for patient escorts on the PPWW 
website, and applied. “I firmly believe 
women should never be threatened, 
intimidated, or harassed for simply trying 
to access health care,” she says.
Andrew is a college student in Women’s 
Studies. Since last September Andrew 
has donned the patient escort vest more 
than 15 times. He feels it’s the best way he can give his time to Planned Parenthood. 
“Patients have certain rights,” he says, “and it’s harassment when people are taking 
pictures of them for purposes of intimidation.”
Andrew constantly receives support from the people who live near our Tacoma 
health center. They’re glad to have Planned Parenthood in the neighborhood and are 
outraged that protesters come from outside their community to make life hard for 
others.
Chelsee distinctly remembers taking a patient back to her car where her partner 
waited. The patient was visibly shaken by the loud protesters but said “Thank you. 
Thank you. You have no idea how much it means for you to just walk with me.”
Those who volunteer to be patient escorts must go through training that teaches 
them how to react in various situations. Each patient escort has a yellow bib that 
clearly identifies them as representing Planned Parenthood, and carries an oversized 
umbrella with the Planned Parenthood logo. The umbrella is used for shielding the 
patients from the protesters.
To find out how you can become a patient escort, please call our Volunteer Hotline at 
(206) 328-7713 or email us at hr.vol@ppww.org. 

Tube. The video shows disturbing racial 
images, such as scenes from the Jim 
Crow south and the Ku Klux Klan.
Both national and local right wing 
media exploited the video for all its 
sensational value. On KIRO 710AM in 
Seattle, host Dori Monson had a show 
called “Is Planned Parenthood Racist?” 
No one from Planned Parenthood was 
asked to come on the show to clarify our 
position.
We do accept donations to our “Women 
in Need” fund, which helps low income 
women with the cost of abortion, but 
there is absolutely no racial designation 
or category to that endowment. As an 
organization, all of our policies reflect 
our dedication to equal rights and 
opportunity. The best entrapment efforts 
of misguided individuals, and the lapse 
in judgment by two employees, will 
never change that. 
There are two positive outcomes 
from this story. First, no Planned 
Parenthood affiliate in the country has 
seen an interruption in services or a 
drop off in patients as a result of this 
ridiculous accusation. Secondly, our 
national federation has put forward a 
Donation Acceptance Policy that should 
safeguard against any more employees 
in our organization getting tricked into 
appearing to accept a racist donation.
It’s also a good reminder that the anti-
choice minority will do anything it can 
to undermine the trust the public has 
with Planned Parenthood. Part of our 
responsibility to you is to be constantly 
vigilant of the forces that would not 
hesitate to take away your reproductive 
rights if given half the chance.

Racism
from page 1  
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CDC Report continued from page 1

But why are we seeing these dramatic and disturbing numbers in STIs? Where have 
we failed a generation of young people? While there are no easy answers, the public 
health policies of the current administration must be held to some account. Since 
2000, the only sex education curriculum financed by the federal government is 
what is known as abstinence-only sex education, which advocates a “just say no” 
approach to pre-marital sex.
The publication of the CDC report has resulted in loud calls to better serve the 
educational needs of our young people. Newspapers from around the country 
consistently see the CDC report as the manifested failure of abstinence-only sex 
education. 

“One roadblock for teens in acquiring the information they need is the 
federal abstinence-only education program. Abstinence-only programs 
do not reduce the number of sexually transmitted infections or teen 
pregnancies.” – Des Moines Register (Iowa)
“Results of the CDC study should send a message to parents and educators 
that we must fully inform our young people about all aspects of sex. 
Comprehensive sex education is needed to ensure that teens safeguard both 
their health and their future.” – Battle Creek Enquirer (Wisconsin) 
“By substantial margins, Floridians favor providing students with 
information about sexually transmitted disease prevention and 
contraception rather than just an abstinence-only approach favored by the 
Bush administration. The Legislature should hear this call and put the health 
of Florida’s teens ahead of a narrow, religiously grounded agenda.”  
– St. Petersburg Times (Florida)

At least locally, there is a glimmer of hope in light of this gloomy CDC report. Last 
year, the Washington state legislature passed the Healthy Youth Act, which ensures 
that if a school district teaches sex education, it must be medically accurate and 
include language that goes beyond abstinence.
We believe the best way to reverse the disturbing realities and trends of the CDC 
report is through comprehensive sex education, which starts with abstinence, 
relationship skills and refusal skills. But true comprehensive sex education also 
includes vital lessons in how the female and male body works, and how students can 
protect themselves from unintended pregnancies and the best ways to avoid STIs.
Planned Parenthood of Western Washington is actively promoting change since 
Governor Gregoire signed the Healthy Youth Act. We have held three sessions that 
instruct teachers from across the state how to make their sex education curricula 
compliant with the Healthy Youth Act, and will teach more sessions this summer.
The CDC report tells us in no uncertain terms that more must be done to encourage 
young people to make responsible choices regarding their reproductive health. With 
your continued support, we can begin reversing this trend and give this and future 
generations hope of lives free from sexually transmitted infections.

Walk-In STI  
Testing Now  
Available
You might have been alarmed 
recently at headlines about sexually 
transmitted infections (STI). Gonorrhea 
and Chlamydia are on the rise, especially 
among teen girls. In King County, reported 
gonorrhea cases in 2006 were at a 13-
year high, according to the state Health 
Department. Chlamydia was the most 
common STI in Washington state.
How can you quickly get tested for these 
STIs, even if you have no symptoms? 
Planned Parenthood of Western 
Washington might have your answer.
Beginning last February, you can walk into 
any of our 22 health centers and get a 
urine CT/GC (Chlamydia and Gonorrhea) 
test. You must sign a consent form stating 
you don’t have symptoms, and that you 
are not aware of direct exposure to either 
Chlamydia or Gonorrhea. 
The patient is provided information of 
STI testing and condoms, and submits a 
urine specimen for testing. If the results 
are positive, the patient is contacted by 
phone to schedule an appointment with a 
clinician for treatment.
These services are not accompanied by a 
clinician visit, so they are not eligible for 
insurance billing and the fee does not slide 
for low income patients. The cost is $75 
and must be paid in full at time of service.       
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UW Study 
Shows  
Abstinence- 
Only  
Problems
Students receiving abstinence-only sex education 
are twice as likely to get pregnant as students who get 
comprehensive sex education, according to a new University of 
Washington study.
The research also shows that students in a comprehensive sex 
education curriculum are no more likely to engage in sexual 
intercourse than those who hear abstinence-until-marriage 
messages.
Researchers used data from the National Survey of Family Growth 
(NSFG), which also detailed the increase in students, aged 15-19, 
receiving abstinence-only education (9.3% in 1995 increasing to 
23.8% in 2002).
Yet the survey points directly to the ineffectiveness of abstinence-
only programs by taking a national sampling of teenagers for the 
first time. The federal government has spent 1.5 billion dollars on 
abstinence sex education in the last decade, and it is currently the 
only curriculum funded. 
Carole Miller, vice president of education for Planned Parenthood 
of Western Washington was recently quoted in the Seattle Times as 
saying that abstinence programs are “not working and we’ve got 
to stop it. There are kids getting hurt by this.” She says it’s time 
for politicians to put health care ahead of their personal cultural 
beliefs.
“As usual, the state of Washington is leading the way with the 
Healthy Youth Act which was passed last year,” Miller says, “but 
it’s not the end. This is only the beginning of what needs to 
be done in giving students the information they need to make 
responsible sexual health choices.”
The Healthy Youth Act, signed last year by Governor Christine 
Gregoire, states that school districts that choose to teach sex 
education must follow medically accurate guidelines, that start 
with abstinence, but also include information about contraception 
and how to avoid sexually transmitted infections (STI).

Increased Funding 
for Family Planning
There was great news earlier this year 
when the Washington state legislature included $5 million 
dollars in the supplemental budget for family planning. 
This money helps to close a large hole in the health care 
safety net that was left by changes in the federal Medicaid 
family planning waiver program called Take Charge—a very 
successful program that had meant free family planning 
services for over 400,000 low income Washingtonians 
since it began in 2001.
The big winners here are the people of Washington who 
will get access to health care and taxpayers who will 
avoid spending at least three times as much to deal with 
unintended pregnancies in the near future.
But this victory is also being savored by the PPWW 
volunteers and staff members who wrote letters and 
emails, worked phone banks, and lobbied hard to include 
this money in the supplemental budget. This money was 
secured even in the face of a gloomy state economic 
outlook, and many of us who took the time to talk to our 
legislators in person on Lobby Day (Jan. 28th) were told not 
to be optimistic.
We are grateful to live in a state where our volunteers and 
supporters understand that reproductive health care is 
basic health care, and are so good at communicating this 
to their legislators. A great way to keep up with PPWW’s 
advocacy issues is to be part of the Planned Parenthood 
Action Network (PPAN). Go to www.ppaction.org or call 
our Public Affairs department at (206) 861-7531 for more 
information.

Court and       
Legislative Update 2008
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Courtyard 
Tiles: Your 
Name Here
Carve your support of Planned 
Parenthood of Western Washington in 
stone! We are currently taking orders for 
the courtyard tiles at our Madison Street 
Administration building to be engraved 
with your name, the name of a loved 
one, or an inspirational message.
Prices for engraved tiles start at $250. 
Please call (206) 328-7529 or email at 
gifts@ppww.org to find out how you can 
be an “immortal” supporter.

NextGen Is Here!
On February 18, Planned Parenthood of Western Washington 
completed the first phase of converting to the NextGen electronic health records 
system. 
By eliminating old-fashioned 
paper records, we can make 
our services more accessible, 
more secure, and more 
effective. The enhanced online 
functionality allowed by 
electronic records will make it 
easier for patients to schedule 
appointments on the web, 
and will open the door to new 
internet services. Doctors will 
be able to access patients’ 
medical records instantly, 
ensuring that they’ll have all 
the information they need to 
provide the highest quality of 
care. And, because patients’ 
records will be accessible from 
any one of our 22 clinics, it’ll 
be no problem for a patient 
from Oak Harbor to walk in and 
receive care in Seattle.
Electronic records also greatly enhance the security of our patients’ personal 
information. The data we keep on file – medical histories, lab results, and insurance 
information – will be far more tightly controlled than it ever could be with paper 
records.
Finally, the shift to electronic records will boost the efficiency of internal operations 
organization-wide. Patient records will be updated instantly with test results from our 
lab, automatic quality-improvement audits will allow us to more easily identify ways 
to improve our services, and the costs of transferring patient records from clinic to 
clinic will all but disappear. 
Staff members at all levels of the organization have been working tirelessly to get 
the new system up and running, with negligible delays felt by our patients during 
the transition period. The final phase of the conversion slated for completion early in 
2009. 
Implementing new technology is rarely easy and the NextGen system, with its 
complex connections to so many moving parts within the organization, is no 
exception. But, we’re confident that the host of benefits it will create for the women, 
men, and teens we serve will make it more than worth the effort.
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Look for PPWW  
in Your Community
Summer is almost here! It’s this time of year that Planned Parenthood of 
Western Washington likes to get out and be a presence in the community. Come say 
hi to us when we visit the following community gatherings in your neighborhood this 
coming summer:

May 17-18 U. District Street Fair
May 23-26 NW Folklife Festival*
May 31 Delridge Day and Resource Fair
June 20-22 Meeker Days, Pioneer Park, Puyallup
June 21-22 Capitol City Pride, Olympia
June 21-22 Fremont Fair and Solstice Parade
June 21 Artopia, Georgetown
June 28 KISS BFD
June 29 Seattle Pride Parade and Pridefest*
July1-4 Go Fourth Festival, Longview
July 4 Grand Ole Fourth, Bainbridge Island*
July 4 4th of July Parade, Kirkland*
July 4 Freedom Fair, Tacoma*
July 10-13 Kent Cornucopia Days
July 11-13 Summerfest, West Seattle
July 12 Out in the Park, Wright Park, Tacoma
July 13 Art on the Avenue, 6th Avenue, Tacoma*
July 18-20 Bite of Seattle*
July 19 Kitsap Pride, Bremerton
July 25-26 Capitol Hill Block Party
July 25-27 Renton River Days
July 26 KUBE Summer Jam, White River Amphitheater
July 26-27 Ballard Seafood Fest*
July 26-27 Ethnic Festival, Wright Park, Tacoma*
July 27-29 Taste of Tacoma*
August 4-9 Mason County Fair
August 14-17 Island County Fair
August 16-17 Central Area Community Festival, Seattle*
August 21-September 1 Evergreen State Fair, Monroe*
August 30-September 1 Bremerton Blackberry Festival
August 30-September 1 Bumbershoot, Seattle Center*
Late August EndFest, Seattle
September 5-21 Puyallup Fair*
October 4-5 Salmon Days, Issaquah

Volunteers needed! If you would like to represent PPWW at one of the above functions, 
call the Volunteer Hotline at (206) 328-7713 or email us at hr.vol@ppww.org. 

*No booth; “canvas” volunteers only

Spawn  
Carefully!

Issaquah
Salmon Days
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CGA’s Provide Security, Stability
If you’ve been thinking about a charitable gift annuity (CGA), now may be the 
time. A CGA can help stabilize your income during volatile economic times like 
we’re going through right now.   
Rates are going to be adjusted downward as of July 1, 2008. For a stable, life-
long income with a Planned Parenthood CGA, please contact Fred Matthews, 
Senior Donor Advisor, at (206) 328-7726 or fred.matthews@ppww.org for more 
information.

The Spring Phonathon Is Coming
Fundraisers for Planned Parenthood of Western Washington will be on the phones in 
May, generating support for needed reproductive health care. We’ll talk to you soon!


