ADDRESSING SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH
Disparities Among Latinos

Latinos face greater obstacles to obtaining, and benefiting from, sexual and reproductive health services than nonLatino white Americans. As a result, Latinos experience higher rates of reproductive cancers, unintended pregnancy,
and sexually transmitted infections than most other groups of people in the U.S, as the statistics here show.
Planned Parenthood is here for the Latino community and committed to helping combat these startling statistics. In
2012, one in four patients was Latino — more than 600,000 people. Planned Parenthood health centers work every
day with Latinos to improve their health and to help them protect themselves and their families through education,
preventive care, and lifesaving cancer and STD screenings.

REPRODUCTIVE CANCERS

UNINTENDED & TEEN PREGNANCY

• Latinas are more likely to be diagnosed with
cervical cancer than women of any other racial
or ethnic group (ACS, 2014).

• Fifty-six percent of pregnancies among Latinas
are unintended, and nearly four in 10 of these
pregnancies end in abortion (Finer and Zolna, 2014).

• Latinas have the third highest death rates from
cervical cancer (ACS, 2014). Latinas are 20
percent more likely to die from breast cancer
than non-Hispanic white women, and breast
cancer is the leading cause of cancer death
among Latinas (ACS, 2009).

• While at an historic low, the rate at which Latina
adolescents give birth is more than twice that
of white non-Latina teens (Martin et al., 2013).
Latino teens are about 1.5 times more likely
to have a repeat teen birth, compared to nonLatino white teens (Gavin et al., 2013).

HEALTH INSURANCE

• Latina adolescents are at a much higher risk of
pregnancy because they have significantly lower
rates of contraceptive use (Martinez, 2011).

• A greater percentage of Latinas (36 percent)
are uninsured than the women of any other racial
or ethnic group, and more than a quarter of
Latinas live in poverty (KFF, 2013b; U.S. Census
Bureau, 2013).

• Latina adolescents are less likely to use
contraception because they are less able to
afford birth control and less likely to have health
insurance (Fuentes et al., 2010; U.S. Census
Bureau, 2013).

• Approximately 11 percent of Latinos use
Medicaid, the federal-state health coverage
program, for their health care needs (KFF, 2011a).

• Latinas are more likely to live in areas with poor
access to family planning services (Fuentes et
al., 2010).

• Latinos who are undocumented or are legal
permanent residents with less than five years in
the U.S. are barred from benefiting from federally
funded care under Medicaid (KFF, 2013a).

SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED INFECTIONS

• Approximately 20 percent of Latinas have not
visited a physician in the last year, and one-third
of Latinas do not have a regular health care
provider (KFF, 2011b).

• The rate of gonorrhea for Latinos is double that
of non-Latino whites (CDC, 2014).

• Latinos contract HIV at four times the rate of
non-Latino whites (CDC, 2013).

• The rate of chlamydia among Latinos is more
than twice as high as it is for non-Latino whites
(CDC, 2014).

SOURCES
ACS – American Cancer Society. Cancer Facts & Figures for Hispanics/Latinos 2009-2011. Atlanta: American Cancer Society, Inc. [Online]. http://www.cancer.
org/acs/groups/content/@nho/documents/document/ffhispanicslatinos20092011.pdf.
—— .(2014). Cancer Facts & Figures 2014. Atlanta: American Cancer Society, Inc. [Online]. http://www.cancer.org/research/cancerfactsstatistics/
cancerfactsfigures2014/index, accessed February 4, 2014.
CDC – Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2013, March). Fact Sheet: HIV among Women. [Online]. www.cdc.gov/hiv/pdf/risk_women.pdf, accessed
January 7, 2014.
—— .(2014). Sexually Transmitted Disease Surveillance, 2012. Atlanta, GA: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. [Online]. www.cdc.gov/std/
stats12/default.htm, accessed January 8, 2014.
Finer, Lawrence B., and Mia R. Zolna. (2014). “Shifts in Intended and Unintended Pregnancies in the United States, 2001–2008.” American Journal of Public
Health, 104 (S1), S43-S48.
Fuentes, Liza, et al. (2010). Removing Stigma: Towards a Complete Understanding of Young Latinas’ Sexual Health, New York: National Latina Institute for
Reproductive Health. [Online]. latinainstitute.org/sites/default/files/publications/special-reports/NLIRH-HPWhite-5310-F2.pdf, accessed January 7, 2014.
Gavin, Lorrie, et al. (2013, April 2). “Vital Signs: Repeat Births Among Teens — United States, 2007–2010.” Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report, v. 62.
[Online]. www.cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/wk/mm62e0402.pdf, accessed January 7, 2014.
KFF – Kaiser Family Foundation. (2011a). Medicaid’s Role for Hispanic Americans. Menlo Park: Kaiser Family Foundation. [Online]. kff.org/disparities-policy/
fact-sheet/medicaids-role-for-hispanic-americans, accessed January 7, 2014.
—— (2011b). Women’s Health Care Chartbook: Key Findings from the Kaiser Women’s Health Survey. Menlo Park, CA: Kaiser Family Foundation. [Online]. kff.
org/womens-health-policy/report/womens-health-care-chartbook-key-findings-from, accessed January 7, 2014.
—— (2013a). The Uninsured: A Primer. Menlo Park, CA: Kaiser Family Foundation. [Online]. kff.org/uninsured/report/the-uninsured-a-primer-key-facts-abouthealth-insurance-on-the-eve-of-coverage-expansions , accessed January 7, 2014.
—— (2013b). Women’s Health Insurance Coverage. Menlo Park, CA: Kaiser Family Foundation. [Online]. kff.org/womens-health-policy/fact-sheet/womenshealth-insurance-coverage-fact-sheet, accessed January 7, 2014.
Martin, Joyce A., et al. (2013). “Births: Final Data for 2012.” National Vital Statistics Reports, 62 (9). Hyattsville, MD: National Center for Health Statistics.
[Online]. www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvsr/nvsr62/nvsr62_09.pdf, accessed January 7, 2014.
Martinez, Gladys. (2011). “Teenagers in the United States: Sexual Activity, Contraceptive Use, and Childbearing, 2006–2010 National Survey of Family
Growth.” Vital and Health Statistics, 23(31). [Online]. www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/series/sr_23/sr23_031.pdf, accessed January 7, 2014.
U.S. Census Bureau. (2013). Current Population Survey, Annual Social and Economic Supplement, 2012. Washington, DC: U.S. Census Bureau.

© 2014 Planned Parenthood Federation of America, Inc. All rights reserved.

Last updated February 2014

