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ChoiCeNotes
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O n Tuesday, March 6, 2012, 
Planned Parenthood 

of Southwest and Central 
Florida, Inc. will hold our 
46th Anniversary Annual 
Dinner Celebration. The event 
will take place at the Sarasota 
Municipal Auditorium (801 
N. Tamiami Tr., Sarasota) at 
5:30pm. 
 The annual dinner— 
our organization’s largest 
fundraising event of the 
year—celebrates Planned 
Parenthood’s work on behalf 
of sexual health, women’s 
reproductive rights and prevention education 
and outreach. The keynote speaker is Cecile 
Richards, President of the Planned Parenthood 
Federation of America (PPFA). Highlights will 
include our silent auction, dinner catered by 
Michael’s On East, and an insider’s view of the 
latest local Planned Parenthood news provided 
by affiliate CEO Barbara Zdravecky.
 Being honored at the event is noted journalist 

Planned Parenthood presents our  
46th Annual Dinner Celebration

Robyn Blumner, a civil 
liberties and labor law expert 
who writes about individual 
freedom, trade, globalization 
and workers’ rights. 
Blumner’s weekly column 
for the Tampa Bay Times is 
syndicated by Tribune Media 
Services.
 Cecile Richards is a 
nationally respected leader in 
the field of women’s health 
and reproductive rights. Since 
joining PPFA in 2006, she has 
expanded the organization’s 
advocacy for access to health 

care, and ensured that Planned Parenthood 
played a pivotal role in shaping health care 
coverage and services for women under the 
Affordable Care Act. In 2011, she was named 
to Time Magazine’s annual list of the 100 most 
influential people in the world.
 Co-chairs are Peggy & Ken Abt. Cost: $150. 
For information, call 941.365.3913, ext. 1124 or 
go to www.MyPlannedParenthood.org.

In thIs Issue:

Planned Parenthood Federation of 
America President Cecile Richards
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Dear Friends,
As you read this, you are among the millions of Americans who 
stood with Planned Parenthood through yet another attack by 
the extreme right. You fueled a national outcry with outrage 
expressed through millions of messages on social media, letters, 
emails, and with donations.
 In my more than 18 years as CEO, I don’t think I can 
remember a time when I’ve been more proud to be at the helm 
of this organization, or been more moved by our staff, donors, 
volunteers and advocates.

 In the last month, we were pitted against one of the most respected and successful breast 
cancer awareness organizations in the world and the anti-choice extremists fueling this 
battle were crushed by the outpouring of support from those who know how crucial Planned 
Parenthood is to the health of our community.
  In response to this crisis, an anonymous local donor has pledged a $300,000 challenge 
match to strengthen the health care services that PP has been providing in our community for 
46 years. I’m thrilled to report that our community is rising to meet this challenge, the largest 
known in the country at press time. In just four days, we received more than $75,000 in gifts 
from our local committed supporters … and I thank you.
 During the Komen situation, we conducted our two largest-ever press conferences, 
had more than 30 media interviews and stories, and launched the challenge match appeal 
through 4,000 letters, 16,000 emails and social media channels. This has been one of the 
most extraordinary periods in our affiliate’s history because, even as you stood with us, our 
staff continued its great work. In a two-week span (Jan. 21-Feb. 4), here are just a few of our 
accomplishments:  

•	 Had 3,350 total patient visits, dispensing more than 3,000 units of birth control and 
providing care for 213 walk-ins, including 87 new patients;

•	 Launched the SANE Center in Manatee County [see page 8];

•	 Conducted all-day training for youth advocates from our five college chapters of 
Voices for Planned Parenthood (VOX);

•	 Hosted more than 450 supporters at three luncheons in Lee, Manatee and 
Hillsborough counties;

•	 Continued training and fundraising for our Electronic Health Records (EHR) rollout, 
scheduled for April 9 [see page 6];

•	 Organized and recruited a busload of advocates for Lobby Day in Tallahassee  
(Feb. 21); and

•	 Held rallies in Sarasota and St. Petersburg for the ‘Roe v. Wade’ anniversary, facing 
more than 300 anti-choice protesters organized by the local Catholic bishop.
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 The fight to retain birth control as part of health care reform re-erupted immediately after 
Komen. The President’s proposal on Feb. 10 will ensure that women who work for religiously-
affiliated entities will have seamless access to the birth control coverage benefit.  However, we 
will remain vigilant in working to hold the administration and health plans accountable to this 
standard. We are not going back.
 We couldn’t have done all this without a committed Board, staff, volunteers and you, our 
supporters and advocates. 

Determinedly yours,

Barbara A. Zdravecky
President/CEO

To commemorate the 39th anniversary of Roe v. Wade, Planned Parenthood advocates 
of all ages gathered for a rally outside of our Sarasota health center in January. From 

our growing VOX chapters to well-attended community outreach events, our affiliate is 
excited to be engaging with young activists and supporters.

Young activists (from l-r) Francesca Leyva, Jessica Rose, Faith Benamy, Bianca Beebe and 
PPSWCF development associate Ron Overing during the Roe Rally
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Last year the Florida Legislature, overwhelmingly dominated by conservative, anti-choice 
members, introduced 18 bills to inhibit women’s access to the health care of their choice. Five 

bills passed. Now, as the 2012 session gets underway, 10 more bills have been brought forward. This is 
unconscionable: enough is enough. Our state legislators were elected to create jobs for the jobless and 
bolster Florida’s faltering economy – not to promote government interference in the choices women 
and families make about their health care. 
 Here are some of the most egregious bills introduced thus far that Florida women will be watching:

SB 290/HB 277 by Sen. Flores (R-38), Rep. Burgin (R-57): This omnibus anti-choice 
bill would prevent the opening of new health centers that also provide abortion services 
by adding more unnecessary and rigid government regulation, thus restricting Planned 
Parenthood’s ability to provide life-saving cancer screenings, birth control, sexually 
transmitted infection testing and treatment, and other preventive and affordable health 
care services to Floridians.

SB 1374/HB 1151 by Sen. Wise (R-5), Rep. Van Zant (R-21): If passed, this bill would be 
one of the most extreme abortion bans in the country. This bill would ban all abortions with 
no exceptions for rape, incest, or sexual assault survivors, and a very limited exception for 
the life of a pregnant woman. 

SB 1702/HB 1327 by Sen. Siplin (D-19), Rep. Plakon (R-37): On its face, this bill 
would make it illegal to terminate a pregnancy on the basis of the sex or race of the 
fetus. However, it would require doctors to sign an affidavit stating that the termination is 
not motivated by sex or race selection. While Planned Parenthood condemns racism and 
sexism in all forms, legislation that overrides the doctor–patient relationship is not in the 
best interest of Florida women.

SB 234/HB 137 by Sen. Fasano (R-11), Rep. Ahern (R-51): On its face, this bill makes 
it a separate criminal offense under Florida’s vehicular homicide and DUI manslaughter 
statutes to cause fetal demise through harming or killing a pregnant woman. In reality, 
however, this dangerous bill would violate due process of law and give legal rights to a 
fertilized ovum, even if a woman doesn’t know she’s pregnant.

2012 FloRiDA legiSlAtiVe SeSSion: 

legislation again puts  
women’s health at risk 
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SB 1326 by Sen. Fasano (R-11): This resolution, which has already passed, honors 
Crisis Pregnancy Centers (CPCs), even though a federal report found that CPCs 
intentionally provide false and misleading information to pregnant women seeking 
essential, medically accurate information at a difficult time in their lives – in order to 
coerce them into not choosing abortion.

HB 839 by Rep. Davis (R-13): HB 839 is a “one size fits all” bill that would cause harm 
to women and their families by banning abortions at 20 weeks with no exceptions for 
a pregnancy that is a result of rape or incest, for a woman’s mental health, or fetal 
abnormalities, which can go undetected early in a pregnancy. This bill would take away 
the opportunity for women facing medically complex pregnancies to make private, 
personal medical decisions without government interference.

‘Personhood’ measure defeated in 
Mississippi – will it come to Florida?

As many of you are aware, last fall the voters of Mississippi voted against a ballot 

initiative that would have defined “personhood” as beginning at fertilization . If it had 

passed, this initiative would have changed the legal definition of the word “person” in the 

Mississippi constitution to include “every human being from the moment of fertilization, 

cloning, or the functional equivalent thereof .” Not only would this amendment have 

made abortion illegal in all cases, including in cases of rape, incest or when the life of the 

mother is at risk, it would have had far-reaching consequences such as outlawing forms 

of hormonal birth control and making clinically-assisted fertility techniques like in vitro 

fertilization illegal . 

Now a group of Floridians, calling themselves “Personhood Florida,” have begun circulating 

petitions to put a similar question on the Florida ballot . They are already too late for Florida’s 

2012 ballot, but are intent on getting the nearly 700,000 valid signatures by Dec . 31, 2013 

to put the question on our 2014 ballot . Women will be watching this closely …
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From horse-drawn buggies to automobiles, 
from message drums to email, our tools and 

equipment change over time … and medical 
systems are catching up.
 The transition of patient records from 
paper charts to electronic systems is going on 
nationwide – it will soon be required as part of 
the Health Care Reform Act. Unless we move 
from our paper chart system to Electronic Health 
Records (EHR), our patients today and under 
the Health Care Reform Act will be shut out of 
Planned Parenthood services. 
 Electronic Health Records will provide 
accurate and up-to-the minute patient history 
and diagnosis information, and will give us the 
ability to work seamlessly with other providers, 
health care collaboratives, and sister Planned 
Parenthoods throughout the U.S.
  With the Florida Department of Health cutting 
back on family planning funding, the Medicaid 
reimbursement rate shrinking and women 
being forced out of Medicaid coverage, Planned 
Parenthood becomes an ever-more-important 
provider of basic health care for women and 
men. Planned Parenthood affiliates have been 
designated as essential community health care 
providers through the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act. Adopting EHR will enable 
us to participate in the health care exchanges 
and insurance billing to new third-party 
insurers, including Medicaid. This conversion 
is mandatory for our survival as a health care 
provider and essential to the women, men and 
families who depend on Planned Parenthood as 
their primary health care provider.
 Our EHR system, NextGen, will provide 
continuity with the majority of our sister 
Planned Parenthood affiliates, providing us 

Board Chair Carolyn Johnson and her husband,  
Bob, during a December fundraiser for EHR 

at Michael’s Wine Cellar

electronic Health Records –  
taking us into the 21st century

with a network of advisers and partners. It also 
provides our patients, the majority of whom are 
between the ages of 18-34 and often mobile, 
ease of service access as they move throughout 
our service area of seven health centers and 
throughout the country. Adopting EHR will help 
improve community health outcomes through 
our ability to assess, track, and improve impact 
on contraceptive compliance, thereby reducing 
unintended pregnancies, repeat abortions, and 
incidences of sexually transmitted disease/
infections, including HIV/AIDS.
 Our two-year EHR implementation is 
budgeted to cost just under $900,000, including 
servers, desktops, tablets, software, ongoing staff 
training and costs associated with implementing 
any new systems and procedures (and migrating 
information on our current 27,000 patients to 
the new system). During the past six months we 
have raised – through grants, pledges and gift 
designations – almost $600,000; we invite our 
community of supporters and advocates to invest 
in our 21st century EHR system to guarantee that 
we can continue to serve our patients in this new 
landscape.
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In October of last year, our Medical Director Dr. Suzie Prabhakaran and Research 
Coordinator Ashley Sweet were selected to present a scientific poster for their 

study, “Self-Administration of Subcutaneous Depot Medroxyprogesterone Acetate for 
Contraception: Feasibility and Acceptability” at the North American Forum on Family 
Planning in Washington, D.C. Their poster won first place out of more than 100 
applicants, showcasing to the scientific community the cutting-edge research we are 
conducting here at our Planned Parenthood affiliate. 

A portion of the poster showing location of self-injection sites

A portion of the poster illustrating a ‘word cloud’ 
summarizing the 50 most frequently reported words used  

in response to the post-injection survey question,  
“What do you think of self-injection overall?”
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Earlier this month, the Sexual 
Assault Nurse Examiner 

Program, or SANE Program 
of Southwest and Central 
Florida, began providing 
care for adult and 
adolescent victims (13 years 
old and up) of sexual assault in 
Manatee County. Services will be available to 
both male and female victims of rape and other 
forms of sexual violence. 
 SANE is a partnership between Planned 
Parenthood of Southwest and Central Florida, 
Manatee Glens Rape Crisis Center and the 
Manatee County Sexual Assault Response Team 
(SART) – including Manatee County hospitals, 
law enforcement and service agencies. Through 
SANE, sexual assault victims will receive exams 
for evidence collection and injury evaluation, 
as well as preemptive treatment of sexually 
transmitted illnesses and pregnancy prevention. 
Manatee Glens Rape Crisis will accept calls for 
services 24 hours a day on its hotline, which 
currently serves victims of rape. Manatee Glens 
will also provide advocacy services for these 
victims and initial contact with law enforcement, 
if requested.
 Karen Steele, RN, serves as the Program 
Coordinator for the SANE program. “Two things 
are unique about the SANE,” says Steele. “First, 
the exams will be performed in a setting outside 
an emergency room; second, the examinations 
will be performed by SANE trained nurses.” 
 The drive for the program arose when 
Manatee County emergency rooms realized the 
need in the community for specialized care of the 
victims of sexual assault. 
 “The emergency room is not always as 

new program for sexual assault victims 
in Manatee County

comfortable or confidential as we 
would want for rape victims 

experiencing emotional 
trauma,” says Cathy Wilson, 
an assistant director in 
charge of Manatee Glens 

Rape Crisis. “In many other 
communities around the country 

and in Florida, sexual assault exams are 
done in settings outside the emergency room by 
specially trained sexual assault nurse examiners.” 
Manatee County has had 27 registered nurses 
volunteer and complete the SANE training, 
which is offered by the Florida Council Against 
Sexual Violence.
 Victims of sexual assault can spend an 
average of 4-5 hours in the emergency room; at 
a SANE Center, the time is reduced to 1-2 hours. 
SANE nurses receive special training so they are 
more understanding of the emotional trauma 
experienced by victims of sexual assault and 
are better qualified to treat these patients with 
sensitivity, in a more therapeutic atmosphere. 
SANE centers relieve some of the financial burden 
on hospitals, as fewer victims of sexual assault 
seek assistance in emergency rooms. Finally, 
emergency room staff often have not been trained 
in forensic evidence collection procedures or do 
not perform these procedures frequently enough 
to maintain proficiency. As such, the outcomes 
for successful prosecution of the perpetrators 
of sexual assault are up to 150 percent better in 
communities with SANE centers. 
 To access services, contact Manatee Glens 
Rape Crisis Hotline at (941) 708-6059. For 
further information about the SANE program in 
Manatee County, contact Dr. Suzie Prabhakaran 
at (941) 365-3913, ext. 1118.
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Yolanda 
Holland

Volunteer Spotlight

Yolanda Holland began volunteering with 
our Planned Parenthood affiliate this fall, 

but she’s been working to help adolescents and 
teenagers access accurate, comprehensive sexual 
health information for years, and is excited 
to continue that work with us. As she says, 
“knowledge is powerful and empowering, why 
not share it?” Born and raised in Boston, she 
lived in New York for three and a half years, and 
moved to Clearwater in 2011. While she misses 
the incredible variety of restaurants and street 
festivals that she left behind in Brooklyn, she’s 
excited to finish her bachelor’s degree while 
surrounded by the sun, and loves the ability to 
study at the beach. She will be graduating later 
this year from Springfield College’s School 
of Human Services with a concentration in 
Community Youth Development and Leadership.
 Yolanda isn’t new to the world of volunteering: 
she credits her mother, Maria, for teaching 
her and her younger sister Ariana about the 
importance of giving back. Together with her 
parents and sister, she remembers being involved 
with helping out in the community often. When 
a childhood friend lost everything in a house fire, 
Yolanda and Ariana “opened their closets and toy 
chests in order to share with their friends.” 
 The world of sexual health education also 
isn’t a new one for Yolanda. Before moving 
to Clearwater, she was an Adolescent Health 
Educator for inner city high schools in Brooklyn 
and volunteered with Planned Parenthood’s 
Women’s Coalition for NYC. In her schools, she 
helped facilitate a 12-week program highlighting 
best practices for understanding sex education 

for over 100 multi-cultural students. Covering 
topics such as abstinence, contraception, 
sexual orientation, prevention of sexually 
transmitted infections including HIV and healthy 
relationships, she was particularly excited about 
educating her students about teens’ rights and 
how to access sexual and reproductive health 
care. Since moving to Florida, she’s volunteered 
with the Tampa Department of Health and Sisters 
Achieving Success, as well as with Planned 
Parenthood.

 At PPSWCF, Yolanda has been involved in 
a number of different projects and programs: 
tabling at community events, volunteering on our 
“Art of Safe Sex: Join the Masquerade” committee, 
helping with rallies and more. Tami Shadduck, 
Planned Parenthood’s Education and Outreach 
Coordinator for Pinellas and Hillsborough 
counties, says “I love that she’s a volunteer with 
experience and confidence. She hit the ground 
running!”
 Yolanda is excited about doing more this 
spring, and is looking forward to new projects, 
both as a volunteer at Planned Parenthood, 
and as she plans for what she will take on after 
graduation. She knows that whatever the future 
brings, there will always be room for working 
with youth to make sure that they get the best 
information possible about their health.

Volunteer extraordinaire: Yolanda Holland
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Impact
Special thanks to the following organizations and foundations:

The Appleby Foundation for continued support of our important programs and services.
The George Barrie Foundation for support of our SOURCE Theatre program.

CareerEdge for support of our staff training initiative for Electronic Health Records (EHR).
Gulf Coast Community Foundation for important support of our “Someone You Know” 

marketing and branding campaign.
Mark and Carol Hyman Fund for continued support of our SOURCE Theatre program.

Inbusch Foundation for continued support of our important programs and services.
William G. and Marie Selby Foundation for a leadership gift in support of our Electronic 

Health Records (EHR) initiative.
Zonta Club of Sanibel-Captiva for support of our Electronic Health Records (EHR) initiative.

Like so many of us, you may wonder what the 
world will be like after you are gone.

 Imagine a world where:

• Affordable, high-quality sexual health care 
and family planning services are available to 
everyone

• People have children only when they are 
financially and emotionally ready to raise and 
care for them

• Parents and other caring adults are 
comfortable talking openly with young people 
about sexuality.

 For more than 45 years, your Planned 
Parenthood has worked to make this world a 
reality. We champion the rights of individuals 
to manage their fertility and sexual health and 
provide the services and resources to make it 
possible.
 You live your life supporting what you believe 
in and challenging others to honor individual 
choice; it’s also important to let your choices be 
known. By joining our Margaret Sanger Legacy 
Society and including Planned Parenthood of 
Southwest and Central Florida in your estate 
plans, you are ensuring that your family planning 
legacy will live on. 

Your legacy Creates a Better World
 Membership is open to all who have made 
or intend to make a planned gift to your local 
Planned Parenthood.
 Our supporters have made charitable gifts to 
Planned Parenthood for generations, through 
bequests, gifts of life insurance, charitable gift 
annuities, IRAs and gifts of real estate.
 You gain personal empowerment knowing 
your estate is conserved, you save money by 
reducing taxes and probate costs, and you have 
the assurance that the programs and issues you 
supported during your lifetime will continue to 
help meet the needs of our community.
 It is exciting to know your thoughtfulness will 
ensure that Planned Parenthood’s sexual and 
reproductive health care services and sexuality 
and counseling programs continue to be made 
available to the women, families and young 
people of southwest and central Florida.
 Please ask us about bequests, charitable gift 
annuities and other planned giving options. 
And thank you for remembering the future. The 
future thanks you.
 For more information about including 
Planned Parenthood in your estate plan, please 
call our Development Office at (941) 365-3913, 
ext. 1113.
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We were very pleased to receive a $50,000 grant from Gulf Coast Community Foundation this 
fall, with funds designated for marketing purposes. This grant is enabling us to raise awareness of 

our many affordable health care services throughout our service  area.
 Specifically, the grant is  helping our affiliate implement our new branding campaign, titled “Someone 
You Know.” It is designed to reach out to those who are not currently aware of, or who aren’t taking 
advantage of, our affordable health care options. The focus is on health care that extends beyond the core 
birth control and reproductive health care services for which we are already well known: for services such 
as annual physical and OB/GYN exams, STD/HIV testing, breast exams, hormone replacement therapy, and 
vasectomies. 
 In addition to traditional media outlets – print publications, radio and TV spots, and public spaces such 
as billboards and bus shelters – these funds are being used for social media and web-based interactive 
marketing strategies to best reach our target demographic, ages 18-34. Some examples of advertising this 
grant has funded:

•	 Our 30-second “Someone You Know” ad (produced by KT Curran) is running on SNN6 and 
Comcast and Brighthouse cable outlets, on MTV, E! Entertainment, BET, and Bay News 9.

•	 Radio spots on WCTQ (new country) and WTZB (alternative/new rock), two stations with a large 
listenership in the 18-34 demographic.

•	 Print ads in Ticket Magazine, Biz941, Siete Dias (Spanish-language weekly throughout Tampa 
Bay) and Watermark (GLBT publication throughout Tampa Bay). 

•	 Banner ads on the websites of Clear Channel, Ticket Magazine and the Bradenton Herald.
•	 Billboards along US 41 and U.S. Route 301.
•	 Bus shelters in Sarasota: in the Fruitville/Honore area, on Clark Road and in Venice.

gulf Coast Community Foundation 
awards grant for marketing

Planned Parenthood’s new blog, which launched in November 2011, reaches patients in their 
teens and twenties where they are: online. Since its launch, The Feronia Project has reached 

more than 7,000 people around the world – from Sarasota to Pinellas Park, Lakeland to Cape Coral, 
and even Brazil to France. For a safe place to learn about sexual health, engage in discussions about 
social and reproductive justice, and find trusted resources for comprehensive, medically-accurate 
sex education, join the conversation on The Feronia Project at  FeroniaProject.org.

Have you 
heard 
about the 
Feronia 
Project? 
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• County Updates • County Updates • County Updates • County Updates •

Hillsborough County
Love our Safe Sex: Halloween Bash, and wish 
you had more reasons to go out on the town in 
costume? We’re proud to introduce The Art of 
Safe Sex: Join the Masquerade on Friday, 
April 13 at The Tampa Museum of Art, starting 
at 9pm. Come as your favorite artist, painting – 
or whatever you like. Dancing, drinking, eating, 
drag queens and special surprises – this night will 
be a celebration you won’t want to miss. Tickets 
are $75, and sponsorships are still available. For 
more information, call (941) 365-3913, ext. 1124 
or go to MyPlannedParenthood.org.
 On Feb. 2 – in the midst of the Susan G. Komen 
Foundation defunding fray – Planned Parenthood 
held the third and final of its Choice Affair 
Luncheons, recognizing the 39th anniversary of 
‘Roe v. Wade,’ in downtown Tampa. More than 200 
fired-up friends joined Planned Parenthood for 
the event and happily wore hot-pink “I Stand with 
Planned Parenthood” stickers. Guest speaker was 
Dr. Charles Mahan, a major figure in public health 
and former director of the Florida Department of 
Health. During the luncheon, the Hon. Betty Castor 
and affiliate president/CEO Barbara A. Zdravecky 
announced a $10,000 challenge grant to benefit 
the affiliate’s Electronic Health Records program. 
Our supporters enthusiastically answered the call 
and the result was nearly double the challenge 
match. 

lee County
On Nov. 13, Planned Parenthood opened its event 
season with Cocktails at Cove Café, featuring a 
panel discussion titled “Health Care in our Real 
World: Trends and Observations.” Panelists were 
Dr. Judith Hartner, director of the Lee County 
Health Department, and Dr. Suzie Prabhakaran, 
our Medical Director. Guests then moved into 
Cove Café for a cocktail reception.
 In recognition of the 39th anniversary of 
‘Roe v. Wade,’ we began our yearly Choice Affair 
Luncheons in Lee County on Jan. 24 at Traditions 
at the Beach. Approximately 120 guests heard an 
update on the organization and were informed of 
national and state legislative news that will impact 
health care access and reproductive choice, 
courtesy of president/CEO Barbara Zdravecky. The 
guest speaker was noted political cartoonist Doug 
MacGregor who announced that he is, once again, 
creating political cartoons for the News-Press.

Key Tampa Choice Affair Luncheon volunteers (from l-r) 
Susan Smith, Board member Sara Golding Scher, and 

Jillian Alpert

Planned Parenthood President/CEO Barbara Zdravecky 
(second from left) with key Choice Affair Luncheon 

volunteers Fran Rose, Adrienne Prokop, Marge Peterson, 
Caroline LeGette, Jill Dillon and Alice Walzer

(From l-r) Geri Gallagher, Barbara King,  
Dr . Judith Hartner, PPFA Board Member Dale Reiss, 

Medical Director Dr . Suzie Prabhakaran, and  
President/CEO Barbara Zdravecky during Cove Café
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Manatee County 
Planned Parenthood held our Manatee County 
Choice Affair Luncheon on Jan. 23, featuring 
guest speaker Dr. Charles Mahan, a major figure 
in public health and former director of the Florida 
Department of Health, and honoring Dr. Jennifer 
Bencie, director of the Manatee County Health 
Department. Approximately 120 supporters were 
in attendance.

students to call the White House and make 
their opinions known.

•	 Creating their own version of the “I Have Sex” 
video, which began as a project of students at 
Wesleyan.

Polk County
The VOX chapter of the University of South 
Florida: Polytechnic in Polk County hit the ground 
running this year, and already has more than 45 
very active members; they’re the largest club on 
USFP’s campus! They partner with the Campus 
Wellness Center, and they have participated in at 
least five formal events to disseminate information 
on Planned Parenthood services and education in 
the fall. All of the officers and many of the VOX 
members attended the VOX training in Sarasota 
this September. In October, a group training 
session open to all students at USFP and Polk State 
College was held in Lakeland on how to have safer 
sex. They ended the fall semester with a social 
to discuss upcoming strategies for the spring 
semester, and are excited about tackling new 
projects and challenges in the coming months. 

Sarasota County
Safe Sex Halloween Bash
Approximately 500 outrageously costumed guests 
enjoyed over-the-top décor, delicious food, DJ 

Manatee Choice Affair event co-chairs Deb Ayers (far left) 
and Board member Gregory Porges (far right) with Planned 
Parenthood President/CEO Barbara Zdravecky (second from 
left), guest speaker Dr . Charles Mahan (center) and honoree 

Dr . Jennifer Bencie (second from right)

Pinellas County
Students at Eckerd’s VOX chapter have been 
reaching out to their community since early this 
fall, and estimate that they’ve reached over 1,000 
people already! Highlights of their activities this 
year include:
•	 Tabling at a number of different events on 

campus and in Tampa, distributing condoms, 
flyers and coupons, educating through 
the “Sexpert” trivia wheel, and recruiting 
members and advocates. From World AIDS 
Day to Flugtag to Eckerd’s “Breasts & Bagels” 
event, they’ve been getting the word out! 

•	 Taking part in Emergency Youth Organizing 
calls and raising funds to defeat the 
Personhood Initiative in Mississippi through 
bake sales and tabling. 

•	 Raising awareness about the Birth Control 
Refusal Act through tabling and encouraging 
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You’re at a dinner 
party and someone 
brings up the recent 
vote in Mississippi on 
‘personhood .’ The young 
woman sitting next to you 
whispers that she doesn’t 
know anything about 
that – what’s the big deal 
anyway? You’re ready with 
some pearls of wisdom:

Cocktail Party Conversation

“Honey, last fall the state of Mississippi wanted its citizens to vote 
in favor of a measure declaring that “personhood” begins 

at fertilization – when a sperm and egg combine inside a woman’s 
uterus. If a fertilized egg is a “person,” then abortion will be illegal. 
Not only that, but certain forms of birth control would also be illegal, 
such as the pill, the IUD and emergency contraception, because in 
some cases those devices prevent conception. In vitro fertilization 
could also become illegal. The wise people of Mississippi realized 
these effects and voted overwhelmingly against this measure. Now 
there’s a movement in Florida to put the same measure on our 2013 
ballot. We all need to be alert to this campaign and begin educating 
everyone about it, and I hope you’ll join in that!”

Imminent and dancing, special champagne 
service by Apple Jelly Studios, and a high-energy 
midnight performance by the Enigma Dance 
Kru during Planned Parenthood’s famous Safe 
Sex: Halloween Bash. Thrice-returning 
co-chairs Liebe Gamble and Kyla Weiner raised 
the bar again with this Tim Burton and Lady 
Gaga-inspired soirée, complete with an LED-
illuminated Lucite champagne bar, inflatable 
bananas and ducks, and an eye-popping lounge 
area adorned in black and white.

High tea at High noon
It was a glorious day as 250 guests came to the 
Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall for our 15th 
anniversary High Tea at High Noon event. 
Attendees enjoyed a mimosa reception and then 
dined on finger sandwiches, a savory salad, 
and decadent mini-desserts. The fashion show, 
coordinated by Marsha Panuce, featured fashions 
and accessories from Dream Weaver, Foxy Lady, 
June Simmons Designs and L.Kids while the 
Sarasota Ballet lent its talents for dazzling 
mini-performances. Event co-chairs Peggy Abt, 
Mindy Mast and Carol Williams (minus co-chair 
Kathy Bush, who was traveling in Europe) and 
honorary chair Elaine Keating mingled and 
enjoyed the day along with friends and Planned 
Parenthood supporters.

County Updates  continued

Planned Parenthood Senior Vice President of Medical 
Affairs Dr . Suzie Prabhakaran (center), with Board 
member Dr . Charurut Somboonwit (right) and her 

husband Rick Fourie
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High Tea attendees (from l-r) Pamela Langlois, Weta 
Cannon, Mary Anne Sevian and event co-chair Peggy Abt
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Board of Directors 2011-2012
Carolyn Johnson, Chair
Carol Poteat-Buchanan, Vice Chair
renee richardson Kling, Vice Chair
Kenneth C. edelin, mD, Secretary
susan B. Grundy, CPA, Treasurer

Gerri Aaron, Peggy Abt, Judy Cahn, wendy Gingerich, Judy 
Goldenberg, laura s. Keisacker, Judy morris-Hardy, nancy 
natilson, tom nolan, Gregory J. Porges, esq., H. sara Golding 
scher, Clare segall, Charurut somboonwit, mD, Krista toomre, 
mD, Kyla weiner, marielle westerman, JD/mBA, sally Yanowitz

Barbara A. Zdravecky, President/CEO
Jan l. Chester, Senior VP/External Affairs
sujatha Prabhakaran, mD, mPH, FACoG, Senior VP of  
Medical Affairs

Planned Parenthood® of Southwest 
and Central Florida
Gompertz Family regional Headquarters:
736 Central Ave.  •  Sarasota, Florida 34236
Phone (941) 365.3913; Fax (941) 957.1050
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Planned Parenthood® and the “nested Ps” are registered 
trademarks of Planned Parenthood® Federation of America 

www.myplannedparenthood.org
www.plannedparenthood.org
“Like” us on Facebook!
Follow us on Twitter: @PlannedParSWCFL!
Read us at FeroniaProject.org

A CoPY oF tHe oFFiCiAl reGistrAtion AnD FinAnCiAl inFormAtion mAY Be oBtAineD From tHe Division oF Consumer serviCes BY CAllinG 
TOLL-FREE (1-800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE OF FLORIDA. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY 

THE STATE. 100% of each contribution is received by Planned Parenthood of Southwest and Central Florida, Inc. (Registration # CH934)

The mission of Planned Parenthood of Southwest and 
Central Florida, Inc. is to ensure the right of all individuals 

to manage their sexual and reproductive health by 
providing direct services, education, and advocacy.

Someone you 
know thinks 
she feels a 

lump

Someone you know 
thinkS you can’t 
get pregnant the 

firSt time ...
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