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As many of you know, PPRM moved its flagship building to the Stapleton neighborhood in Denver, 

Colorado over six years ago. What you may not know is that, while we remodeled the building 

to meet our needs, many features of the previous owners remained, including its 53 year-old 

boilers. Yes, you read that right: our boilers are over half a century old! Although the boilers still 

function, they are definitely not energy efficient according to today’s standards and they require 

an extensive amount of ongoing maintenance work; the result of which diverts funding away from 

PPRM’s mission work and gets poured into utility bills and contractor services. However, the cost 

of replacing the boilers is also prohibitive and therefore, we have continued to utilize the aged, but 

serviceable, equipment.

But that’s all about to change. PPRM is proud to announce we are the recipients of a $273,000 grant award sponsored 

by Energy Outreach Colorado’s Non-Profit Energy Efficiency Program (NEEP). Through NEEP, and in partnership with 

Xcel Energy and the Denver Office of Strategic Partnerships, Energy Outreach Colorado provides grants to non-profit 

organizations to increase the energy efficiency of their buildings, so that more funding can go towards programs and 

services. This is the largest grant ever given in NEEP’s history! 

NEEP estimates that after all improvements and upgrades are completed in late summer 2015, PPRM will save an estimated 

$19,000 each year in energy costs. But upgrading our equipment is only part of our participation in the program. PPRM is also 

working with NEEP consultants to educate staff about small individual behavior changes that can further decrease our energy 

bills. This includes actions such as: unplugging cell phone chargers when not in use, shutting down computers or turning off 

power strips every night, closing the blinds to reduce heat or air conditioning leakage, and turning off lights in rooms without 

occupancy sensors. Although the consultants are currently working with staff at our Stapleton location, we are sharing these 

tips with all of our agency staff, to encourage energy reduction across our region.

We are so grateful to Energy Outreach Colorado, Xcel Energy, and the Denver Office 

of Strategic Partnerships for this grant and education! This gift will allow us to redirect 

thousands of dollars each year back into the critical health care, education and  

advocacy work we provide throughout our four-state region.

World AIDS Day is held on December 1 each year and is an opportunity for people worldwide to unite in their support for people 

living with HIV and to commemorate those who have died. World AIDS Day began in 1988 and was the first global health day ever 

celebrated. Today, many scientific advances have been made in treatment, and laws have been passed to protect people with 

HIV. Despite this, people too often do not know the facts about protecting themselves and others from the disease, and 

discrimination and stigma remain a reality for many people living with HIV. World AIDS Day reminds all of us that HIV continues to 

be a serious social issue– there is still a vital need to raise funds, increase awareness, fight prejudice and improve education.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, many young people engage in sexual risk behaviors that can 

result in unintended health outcomes. These behaviors place youth at risk for HIV infection, other sexually transmitted infections 

(STIs), and often, unintended pregnancy. In 2013, 47.2% of Wyoming high school students reported ever having had sexual 

intercourse and 42.1% of sexually active students did not use a condom during their last incidence of sexual intercourse. Access 

to affordable reproductive health care, and the education provided in health center visits, can help improve these numbers.

On December 1, 2014, PPW’s Casper Health Center will be providing FREE HIV screening to all patients. HIV testing services 

include one-on-one education with trained staff and a simple test that will provide results in as little as 10- 20 minutes. PPW is 

committed to educating people about how to lower their risk of HIV and STI transmission. Testing typically costs $74, so come in 

and take advantage of this great opportunity!

We will also be offering free HIV screening at our Aurora, Denver Central, Southwest and Colorado Springs Westside Health 

Centers in Colorado, as well as at our Santa Fe, NM and Las Vegas Flamingo, NV locations.

Because of donors like you, we are able to continue offering our educational programming 

and health care services, even as we defend against legislative attacks. It means that youth 

like Jarron* can have experiences like this one in a Classroom-based sex education 

program, as told by the Responsible Sex Education Institute’s Santa Fe Program Manager:

PPNM’s Program Specialist led the students through one of our most popular activities, 

creating a “Relationship Shopping List,” in which students discuss the characteristics of 

healthy and unhealthy relationships. Each student comes away from the session with a 

personalized list of things they do and do not want in their relationships. As the Program 

Specialist started to explain the activity, Jarron, an enthusiastic male student in the front of 

the classroom, raised his hand. When she called on him, Jarron pulled a piece of paper 

from his wallet and explained that he not only had kept the relationship shopping list he 

had made in the eighth grade, but had continued to use it as a guiding resource. 

As 2014 comes to a close, we at PPRM deeply appreciate the support you provide us through 

your active engagement and generous donations. We are only able to keep doing the 

life-changing work we do because of you. We send you warm holiday wishes this season!

*Name has been changed to protect privacy.
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The mission of Planned Parenthood of the Rocky Mountains empowers people to make informed decisions about their sexual and reproductive health 
by providing high quality care, comprehensive sex education, and strategic advocacy.

dialogue

PLANNED PARENTHOOD
of the ROCKY MOUNTAINS

In August, long-time supporters and new donors donned their cowboy boots  

and gathered together in Jackson to raise money in support of the services and 

programs PPW offers in Wyoming. Thanks to your support, we raised over $8,400!  

In addition to funding, the event helped us launch the start of a young professionals 

group in Jackson which has already held its first meeting. Upcoming group  

activities may include a trip to Cheyenne in January for a lobby day and helping  

with the spring Health Fair. We’re excited to broaden our breadth of support in 

Wyoming to the next generation of Planned Parenthood advocates.
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A stock portfolio is often among the most valuable assets you own—and one that can carry 

substantial capital gain or appreciation in value. With careful planning, you can reduce or 

even eliminate federal capital gains tax while supporting our work. Contact Brenda Logan at 

303.813.7723 or brenda.logan@pprm.org for more information. We can work with you to find a way 

to give that meets your goals.

gift of securities



The votes have been counted and the results are officially in: Colorado has 

defeated Amendment 67! Thanks to all of your help, in the last few months we 

were able to knock on 125,000 doors, make 500,000 phone calls, activate 200 

volunteers to fill 800 shifts and raised a grand total of $4.3 million! Planned 

Parenthood’s multifaceted approach to political outreach is arguably the most 

effective way to educate voters during an election season. This deceptive 

ballot measure would have made abortion illegal, restricted access to birth control and made women who have 

miscarriages subject to investigation, making voter education more important than ever. Thanks to you, we got the 

message out, rallied our supporters and beat Amendment 67!

That said, we know this is not the end. PPRM’s advocacy work has become 

increasingly important. Groups aiming to restrict women’s access to 

reproductive health care have stated that their goal is, at least in part, to 

drain resources from our traditional mission work of health care, education 

and local advocacy. In order to continue fighting for basic health care 

access, PPRM needs significant support for the traditional mission work 

we do.  Your support during the No on 67 campaign ensured we could 

fight this tough battle while still providing the high-quality health care and 

education for which we are known. We couldn’t have done it without you.
Denver’s No on 67 kick-off rally

Colorado NEW MEXICO Southern Nevada

In August 2014, the Responsible Sex Education Institute’s Santa Fe Peer Educators 

hosted a remarkably successful book sale fundraising event. The community’s 

response to our request for book donations was overwhelming – we received over 

5,000 books! We sold more than 1,500 books in one day, and raised over $1,600 in 

support of our Santa Fe education programs. A giant thank you goes out to the Santa 

Fe Health Center staff, the Albuquerque Call Center staff and Lalita Russ in our Public 

Affairs Department; without their support, the event would not have been the huge 

success it was. PPNM is grateful for the multitudes of people who generously donated 

and purchased books from our fundraiser. Your support ensures that youth will 

continue to receive critical comprehensive sex education in New Mexico.

 buck-a-book
brings home the bacon

Cecile Richards supports the  
No on 67 campaign

Because of PPNM’s expertise with, and successful 

management of, the N’MPower program serving young 

gay and bisexual men and transgender individuals, the 

New Mexico Department of Health recently requested  

we expand our services to teens. PPNM has responded 

by launching a TEEN’MPower program that debuted in 

July 2014 and is open to all LGBTQ youth and their allies. 

According to the Youth Risk and Resiliency Survey data 

for New Mexico, LGBTQ youth participate in higher risk 

activities and attempt suicide at greater rates than their 

heterosexual peers; additionally, 13-24 year-old men  

who have sex with men account for the most new HIV 

infections. The TEEN’MPower program aims to address 

these issues. Our TEEN’MPower Coordinator, William 

Ware, provides regular comprehensive sexuality 

education to our teen participants in an effort to  

provide youth with lifelong attitudes and behaviors that 

encourage responsible sexual health decisions. The 

program is also designed to support youth as they  

begin to understand their individual sexual orientation 

and gender identity. The program has blossomed,  

already working with 18 youth in the first five months. 

After presenting at 11 of Albuquerque’s LGBTQ Alliance 

forums throughout September and October, we’re 

anticipating an unprecedented increase in the next few 

months. We’re excited to continue helping it grow!

PPRM applauded the passage of the Affordable Care Act (ACA), which improves access to quality care for millions and aligns 

with our mission. We are particularly delighted by the increased access to commercial insurance and Medicaid, which will help 

thousands of individuals to maintain an affordable preventive health care regimen. As the ACA continues in its implementation, 

innovative methods to educate and enroll the public in newly-accessible healthcare are more important than ever. In a project 

from January - March 2014, PPRM and Planned Parenthood Federation of America knocked on more than 120,000 doors in just 

three months, educating individuals both about the ACA and about the services we offer.

 Since then, we have continued to reach out to vulnerable, low-income populations to help them begin the enrollment in 

Medicaid. We are specifically partnering with organizations like Servicios de la Raza in Colorado and EleValle in New Mexico. 

These organizations employ staff who work in our health centers providing bilingual, culturally-competent assistance in 

Medicaid enrollment. During the 2015 open enrollment period for both private insurance and Medicaid, from November 15, 2014 

– February 15, 2015, we are once again sending teams of canvassers out in the field to knock on doors and educate people 

about their health coverage options. Together, we are helping our most underserved communities gain greater access to 

high-quality, affordable and preventative health care. 

Very few corporations empower their employees to drive the company’s 

philanthropy. But then, MGM Resorts is different from most employers. 

The MGM Resorts Foundation was created to encourage MGM Resorts 

employees to engage their community through charitable giving. 

Through the Foundation, employees can choose to either donate  

directly to the organization of their choice, or contribute to the 

Foundation’s community grant fund, which gives grant awards  

according to a panel decision. These employees’ contributions are the sole source of MGM Resorts’ funding for grants to  

non-profit agencies; employees also review grant proposals and make funding decisions.  PPSN is the proud recipient of funding  

from both the community grant fund, as well as from a number of employees who donate through the work place giving program.

PPSN’s work in southern Nevada aligns with two of The MGM Resorts Foundation’s 

three focus areas. The first area is Strengthening Children, and includes programs 

that encourages the promotion of adopting healthy lifestyles.   The MGM Resorts 

Foundation recognizes the critical necessity of evidence-based sex education 

programs in achieving this goal, and has provided funding to our Responsible  

Sex Education Institute since 2004, including a $30,000 award most recently!

The second focus area is Strengthening Neighborhoods, which supports programs that address high-risk neighborhoods and  

provide services to increase healthy lifestyles, safety and collaboration among residents. In 2013, The MGM Resorts Foundation 

began supporting our Promotores de Salud program, which works to link Latino populations, communities with historically significant 

reproductive health disparities, with the high quality, non-judgmental and affordable care and education provided by Planned 

Parenthood. PPSN is the recipient of another $30,000 grant award supporting this important programming.

We are so grateful to The MGM Resorts Foundation for encouraging their employees to participate in their philanthropic  

programs. The grants and workplace giving donations we receive ensure that PPSN can continue offering reproductive services  

and comprehensive, age-appropriate sexual health education to women, men and teens of Las Vegas and southern Nevada.

Canvassing for COVERAGE

Recently, the Responsible Sex Education Institute has decided to become a committed resource for a population significantly 

lacking access to comprehensive sex education: people with disabilities. The need for this type of curriculum cannot be overstated. 

The US Bureau of Justice reported in 2009 that people with disabilities are more than twice as likely as their non-disabled peers to 

be victims of sexual assault, and the Journal of Interpersonal violence noted in 2000 that as many as 83 percent of 

developmentally disabled females and 32 percent of developmentally disabled males experience sexual assault at some point in 

their lifetimes. PPRM has stepped forward as an educational advocate for these at-risk youth and adults in metro Denver and 

Durango, offering our new Sexuality Education for People with Disabilities program. Due to the high demand for these services, in 

the 2014-2015 school year, we will be offering six programs at local schools and community organizations, five more than originally 

planned! PPRM looks forward to providing a much-needed program for an underserved and often overlooked population.

Sexuality Education
 for people with disabilities
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As you have probably heard in recent news coverage, the numbers of people 

who turn out to vote drop considerably during non-presidential election years. 

Committed to boosting these numbers, PPSN staged a Get Out the Vote 

campaign during the recent election cycle. With a $10,000 grant from Silver 

State Voices, we hired three staff members to conduct voter registration in our 

Las Vegas Health Centers. For a full month prior to the end of voter registration, 

our canvassers set up tables in PPSN’s waiting rooms during peak health center 

hours and shared the importance of voting with patients. Our staff collected 98 

voter registration forms and an additional 125 pledges from people who 

promised to vote on November 4. 

But the work didn’t stop there! In October, the grant also allowed us to hire an 

additional two canvassers. These five individuals transitioned their focus from 

voter registration to knocking on doors and making phone calls to encourage 

everyone to vote. PPSN’s dedicated staff members conducted nightly phone 

banks and knocked on doors each Saturday and Sunday through November 4. 

Concentrating in East and North Las Vegas where there are early voting sites 

and many unlikely voters, our canvassers knocked on 4,308 doors and made 

7,936 phone calls. Thank you to everyone who contributed to our Get Out the 

Votes effort! Your impact on our community is incredible.

the vegas vote

Canvassers getting  
the vote out
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On September 6, 2014, 

Planned Parenthood of 

New Mexico celebrated its 

50th Anniversary with “50 

Years Strong: Honoring the 

Past, Protecting the 

Future,” featuring pioneer 

sex therapist Dr. Ruth 

Westheimer. The event 

welcomed over 280 

attendees, making it the largest PPNM event since its 

founding in 1964. The high level of support by our 

guests, many of whom have been involved with our 

organization for decades, helped us raise over $92,000. 

During the event, Cecile Richards and Vicki Cowart 

presented the PPNM Margaret Sanger Award to Dr. Eve 

Espey, recognizing her unwavering commitment to her 

work at the UNM Center for Reproductive Health. Many 

thanks go out to Attorneys for Choice, the event’s title 

sponsor; together we created a beautiful evening!

Cecile Richards with PPNM staff

Vicki Cowart, Dr. Eve Espey, 
Cecile Richards

we did it! 
Colorado said
no on 67!


