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Planned Parenthood Greater Memphis Region 
(PPGMR), founded in 1938, is an affi liate of Planned 
Parenthood Federation of America. 

Our mission is to ensure broad public access to 
reproductive and related health care through health 
center services, education, advocacy, and community 
partnerships serving 42 counties in West Tennessee, 
North Mississippi and East Arkansas.

Planned Parenthood® is a registered trademark of Planned Parenthood Federation of America, Inc.

This year PPGMR’s James 
Award honors one of Planned 
Parenthood’s most steadfast 
advocates in the Tennessee 
General Assembly – former 
Senator Beverly Marrero.

During her tenure in the 
state House and Senate, 
and now in the community, 
Sen. Marrero is a true champion for Planned 
Parenthood. When Planned Parenthood 
needed an Attorney General’s ruling on 
pending legislation, Sen. Marrero made the 
request. When state agencies were slow 
to respond to our requests for information, 
Senator Marrero broke up the logjam. And 
Sen. Marrero always spoke out against 
legislation that harmed women, families and 
children, even when she stood alone in the 
Tennessee Senate chambers to do so.

Because of the courage of her convictions 
and her tireless work on behalf of Tennessee 
women and families over her career, the 
PPGMR Board is honoring Sen. Beverly 
Marrero with this year’s James Award. 

“I am pleased to be recognized by Planned 
Parenthood, an organization I have long 
supported and admired,” said Sen. Marerro. 
“Planned Parenthood’s health services, 
education and advocacy are an invaluable 
resource to Mid-South women and families. 
I will always stand with Planned Parenthood 

James Award Celebration 
Honors Sen. Beverly Marrero

A Word from Ashley
Ashley Coffield, CEO

Folks are going to a lot of trouble to put barriers 
between women and birth control. In the June 30 
Hobby Lobby ruling, the US Supreme Court found 
that closely held corporations are exempt from 
the federal law requiring them to offer health 
insurance with birth control coverage if the owners 
have a religious objection. This ruling pertained 
to Hobby Lobby’s objection to IUCs. Two days 
later, the Supreme Court let three pending cases 
in lower courts stand in which the employers 
objected to covering all forms of birth control.

On July 3, the Supreme Court issued an order in 
a case from Wheaton College that was seeking 
relief from the Obama Administration’s accom-
modation that religiously affi liated non-profi ts 
opposed to birth control must submit a two-page 
form to their insurer. The Supreme Court said 
that Wheaton should have the option of notifying 
HHS instead of their insurer that they won’t pay 
for birth control.

On August 22, in response to the Supreme Court 
decision in Hobby Lobby and its order in favor 
of Wheaton College, the Obama Administration 
issued two rules on the birth control benefi t: a 
proposed rule that extends the non-profi t 
accommodation to closely held for-profi t entities 
and an interim fi nal rule augmenting the accom-
modation so that religiously affi liated non-profi ts 
have the option of notifying HHS of an objection 
to birth control.

Are you confused yet? To most Americans, birth 
control is not controversial; it’s basic health care. 
If you think this birth control drama is crazy, read 
more about Amendment 1 in this newsletter. 
So much is at stake right now for women’s 
access to health care, access that will certainly 
become even more restricted in Tennessee if 
Amendment 1 passes.
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and support the courageous 
work they do here in 
Memphis.”

The James Award is 
PPGMR’s highest honor 
given each year to a 
Mid-South community 
member who has shown 
unwavering support of 

Planned Parenthood’s ideals: access 
to reproductive health care, the right to 
medically-accurate sexuality education, and 
fearless advocacy in the face of opposition. 
The James Award is named for Memphis 
City Councilman and business leader Bob 
James, a long-time supporter of Planned 
Parenthood who bequeathed $1,000,000 to 
create an endowment fund at the Community 
Foundation of Greater Memphis for PPGMR. 

The James Award cocktail reception 
honoring Sen. Marrero takes place at the 
Dixon Gallery and Gardens on Thursday, 
October 9th, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
2008 James Award recipient, Congressman 
Steve Cohen, will present the award to Sen. 
Marrero on behalf of the PPGMR Board 
and staff. Tickets are available for $100 
each ($75 is tax deductible). For more 
information or to purchase tickets, please 
contact Aimee Lewis at alewis@ppgmr.org 
or 901-725-3051.
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TENNESSEE’S DECEPTIVE 
AMENDMENT 1

PPGMR’s Education and Training program is busier than ever, 
conducting trainings for everyone from teens to reproductive health 
professionals, as well as running community HIV testing sites and 
a county-wide condom distribution program. Earlier this year, the 
Education Department added several new community educators. 
While much of their work is outside the offi ce, our educators need 
desks and space for collaborative projects. And we need lots of 
storage for Free Condoms Memphis and workspaces for interns 
and volunteers, who are an integral part of our community outreach 
programs.

The used furniture PPGMR acquired when it moved to 2430 Poplar 
Avenue four years ago was showing its age and never served 
our needs well. Industrial gray cubicles blocked the light from the 
windows and discouraged collaboration. Meanwhile, the training 
room, which is PPGMR’s largest meeting space, was also badly in 
need of upgrades. The decades-old used furniture was heavy and 
diffi cult to move, in a space that regularly needs to be reconfi gured 
for trainings and meetings, and did not provide enough seating for 
larger groups.

Form and Function
PPGMR’s Education and training spaces get a whole new 
look, thanks to generous donors

PPGMR
CALENDAR

SEPTEMBER 13
Cooper Young Festival

Contact Joan Carr at 
jcarr@ppgmr.org or 

901-725-3008 to volunteer.

SEPTEMBER 27
 MidSouth Pride Festival 

and Parade
Contact Joan Carr at
jcarr@ppgmr.org or 

901-725-3008 to volunteer.

OCTOBER 
National Breast Cancer 

Awareness Month

Each TUESDAY in OCTOBER 
Phone banking for Vote No on 
Amendment 1, 6:15-8:00 p.m.
at Planned Parenthood offi ces – 

Contact Gail Tyree at 
gtyree@ppgmr.org or 

901-725-3024 to volunteer.

OCTOBER 9 
James Award Reception
Dixon Gallery and Gardens, 

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Tickets – $100 per person. 

To purchase, contact Aimee 
Lewis at alewis@ppgmr.org 

or 901-725-3051.

OCTOBER 15
Early voting begins

NOVEMBER 4
Election Day

Polls open 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

DECEMBER 1
World AIDS Day
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Above, Intern Leah Ford at one of the new Education work-
stations. Right, new training room furnishings on wheels.

Left to right: Bi-Lingual Educator Gabriela Herrada, volunteer Shoniqua Johnson, intern Leah Ford 
and Health Educator Jennifer Warren (back row), with neighborhood children at the Warren Apart-
ments in South Memphis. PPGMR’s Education Department held an outreach event there on July 
31st, offering free HIV testing, free condoms and education for the residents. 

In 2014, donors made the changes possible. PPGMR hired a local 
woman-owned design fi rm, Spaces Group, which has dedicated staff 
for health care space planning. They selected furniture designs that 
are not only more attractive, but more functional and make better 
use of the existing space, including tables and chairs on wheels that 
can be easily rearranged to suit a variety of needs.

The improvements are changing the way our educators work. “We 
are able to bounce ideas off each other easily because we are no 
longer separated by walls or cubicles,” said Health Educator Jennifer 
Warren. “We are coming up with more innovative ideas together than 
we ever did before. And it’s lovely. I love the color scheme, the open 
fl oor plan and the sunlight.”

The next phase of PPGMR’s building improvement plan focuses on 
making the patient waiting areas more comfortable, utilizing the 
principles of human-centered design to support differing patient 
needs. “We want to meet rising patient expectations with a different 
quality of experience at our health center,” said CEO Ashley Coffi eld. 

Amendment 1 is a proposed state constitutional change that Tennesseans will vote 
on November 4. Amendment 1 will give state legislators power to intrude in the most 
personal and private decisions that Tennessee women and families face, by taking 
away personal privacy rights. Amendment 1 would add the following to the state 
Constitution:

Nothing in this Constitution secures or protects a right to abortion or requires 
the funding of an abortion. The people retain the right through their elected 
state representatives and state senators to enact, amend, or repeal statutes 
regarding abortion, including, but not limited to, circumstances of pregnancy 
resulting from rape or incest or when necessary to save the life of the mother. 

The Tennessee Constitution does not currently say anything about abortion. The 
amendment singles out this medical procedure so politicians can restrict access 
or even ban it altogether, with no exceptions for rape or incest or when a woman’s 
health is in danger, such as when a pregnant woman needs treatment for cancer. 
Women and their doctors, not politicians, know what’s best.

This is an urgent issue. We won’t get a second chance to protect our rights. 
Learn more at voteNO1tn.org.
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