
Planned Parenthood is Justice
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At every level of government, Planned Parenthood 
is a passionate and trustworthy advocate for polices 
that enable access to comprehensive sexual and 
reproductive health care, education, and information. 
We advocate for commonsense policies that promote 
women’s health, prevent unintended pregnancies 
through effective family planning programs, and protect 
the health of young people through comprehensive sex 
education. 

Colorado Highlights: 
PPRM’s Public Affairs department experienced a 
100 percent success rate in promoting pro-choice 
and pro-family planning issues and defeating anti-
choice and restrictive legislation. During the legislative 
session, we helped secure a directive to the Colorado 
Department of Health Care Policy and Financing 
to apply to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services for a Medicaid Family Planning Waiver. This 
waiver provides access to family planning services to 
a broader range of clients under Medicaid. We also 
helped to pass a Residential Picketing law that placed 
time, location, and manner restrictions on certain forms 
of protests outside individuals’ homes. This legislation 

was in direct response 
to the anti-choice protest 
activity that took place 
outside the homes of 
business partners who 
helped build our state-
of-the-art 38th Avenue 
campus. 

We successfully 
defeated a number of 
anti-choice legislative initiatives in Colorado including 
a mandatory ultrasound and 24-hour waiting period for 
women seeking abortion services, and an ambiguously 
worded bill that could have prohibited the use and 
distribution of medically accurate sex education 
materials. 

Much of the legislative success in Colorado was due 
to activist support and participation including Lobby 
Day, an event that brought over 100 activists to the 
Colorado State Capitol to talk with legislators about 
the importance of ensuring full access to reproductive 
healthcare services for all women and men throughout 
the state.
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Missouri Highlights: 
PPRM’s Public Affairs department played a key role 
in defeating a dangerous anti-choice bill that would 
have required mandatory counseling and ultrasound 
services for women seeking abortion services. The bill 
would have also created a new crime of “coercion of 
abortion,” which could have subjected physicians and 
other healthcare providers to strict criminal penalties 
even if a woman consented to the abortion services at 
the time they were performed and later changed her 
mind about receiving the services.

Wyoming Highlights: 
Through a partnership with the PPFA, PPRM’s Public 
Affairs department helped block the nomination of anti-
choice extremist, Richard Honaker, to the U.S. District 
Court in Wyoming.  Honaker’s record demonstrated 
unequivocal hostility to women’s constitutionally 
protected right to abortion, including when their 
health is at stake; and as a lawmaker and a lawyer, 
he expressed total disregard for the Supreme Court 
precedent establishing this right. 

Nevada Highlights:
Our Public Affairs team in Colorado and Nevada 
provided unrelenting support to PPFA during the 
Affordable Birth Control Campaign by meeting 
repeatedly with Sen. Harry Reid to secure his support 
in protecting access to affordable, safe forms of birth 
control for women all across the country.

The best way to protect your 
reproductive rights is to be active in 
the fight to expand and defend them. 
Join the Planned Parenthood Action 
Network (PPAN) and we’ll update 
you on policy developments and alert 
you when it is timely to contact your 
legislators on upcoming votes. To 
join our network of more than 70,000 
activists, visit pprm.org.
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Planned Parenthood Action Fund 
Separately incorporated, the Planned Parenthood 
Action Fund (PPAF) strengthens our commitment to 
protect women’s health, educate youth, and reduce the 
number of unintended pregnancies through advocacy, 
lobbying, and voter education. 

Last year, Planned Parenthood of the Rocky Mountains 
Action Fund (PPRMAF) engaged in significant capacity 
building. PPRMAF also participated with great success 
in the national One Million Strong Campaign, which 
identified and enlisted 1,000,000 pro-choice and pro-
family planning voters for the 2008 national elections. 
During 2008, PPRMAF made significant progress 
towards meeting its 10,000 person goal in Colorado 
and 7,500 person goal in Nevada.

Our staff also volunteered with PPFA in Denver during 
the Democratic National Convention in August 2008. 
Staff and more than 80 activist volunteers contributed 
almost 500 volunteer hours and reached more than 
8,000 pro-choice voters through a two-day Live Action 
Camp prior to the start of the Convention. Over 4,270 
new supporters were identified and signed up for the 

One Million Strong Campaign.  
Nearly 30,000 “kNOw John 
McCain” condoms were 
distributed to educate voters on 
McCain’s abysmal record 
on women’s health care. 
This creative and crowd 
pleasing tactic garnered 
media coverage that spanned 
local and national television, 
print, and online outlets.

Over the course of the year, PPRMAF and Planned 
Parenthood Advocates for Mar Monte, California 
(based in Reno, Nev.) partnered to create Nevada 
Advocates for Planned Parenthood Affiliates (NAPPA), 
a 501(c)(4) entity established to coordinate and 
conduct lobbying, voter education, and electoral 
activities throughout the state of Nevada. NAPPA was 
extraordinarily successful in organizing pro-choice and 
pro-family planning activists and new voters through 
the 2008 Democratic caucus.

protect

yourself from

john mccain

(in this election)

One premium lubricated latex condom.

“When people ask me where I work, I 
am always very proud to say Planned 
Parenthood. I love working here because I 
am surrounded by people who care about 
the mark they leave on their communities.  I 
also believe that I have gained strength and 
a better understanding of who I am through 
working with such remarkable people.  I love 
working here because I know I am actually 
making a difference!”  

—Victoria
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Planned Parenthood is Financial Strength

Summary of Financial Activities For the year ending 
Sept. 30, 2008
At PPRM, we believe it is critical to deliver essential services to the community 
while maintaining a strong financial position. Year after year, we grow our revenue 
budget, increase reserves, and reinvest in facilities, technology, and equipment in 
order to expand services and thereby, fulfill our mission.

Individuals  $2,933,771  33.2%
Corporations       $19,144  .2%
Foundations  $2,281,952  25.8%
Workplace Giving/Government  $34,463  .4%
Associations/Business  $696,196  8.0%

Endowment  $538,327  6.1%
Building the Future Campaign  $2,325,824  26.3%
Total Contributions   $8,829,677  100%

OPERATING INCOME 

Medical Services (incuding 
private insurance) $20,051,527  72.5%
Annual Fundraising1 $4,956,661  17.9%

State & Federal Grants $1,457,552  5.3%
Medicaid $966,589  3.5%
Education Income $50,489  0.2%
Miscellaneous Income $156,455 0.6%
Total Operating Income2  $27,639,273       100%

CONTRIBUTIONS 

OPERATING EXPENSES 

Medical Services $20,420,715  74.4%
Administrative
Support/Management $2,812,286  10.2%
Education   $1,293,405  4.7%
Public Affairs $1,506,047  5.5%
Fundraising $1,146,917  4.2%
Other Programs $264,035  1.0%
Total Operating Expenses  $27,443,405 100%
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1excludes Building the Future campaign and endowment additions
2excludes one-time gain on sale of properties of $2,760,027
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Foundation Profile:  Chambers Family Fund

Since 1981, accomplished 
business leader, philanthropist, 
and Colorado Women’s Hall of 
Fame inductee Merle Chambers 
has been a champion for PPRM, 
supporting our organization 
individually and through her 

foundation, the Chambers Family Fund. The Fund’s  
most recent gift was a challenge grant encouraging 
individuals to offer Building the Future capital campaign 
contributions to PPRM. The purpose of this campaign 
was to raise funds for PPRM’s new health center and 
administrative office. Over $500,000 in new gifts were 
raised and then matched by the Fund, resulting in 
proceeds in excess of $1 million.

Merle is an avid proponent of women’s economic 
independence and equal pay for women in the workplace. 
Merle embraced these values early in life as her family’s 
work ethic and passion to help others were ingrained 
in her. Merle founded and managed Axem Resources 
Incorporated, a privately held, independent oil and gas 
company, until its sale in 1997 at which time she created 
the Chambers Family Fund. The sale allowed her to 
pursue her philanthropic interests and dedicate her life 

to a cause that would help women and families. An 
important part of empowering women to be self-sufficient, 
Merle believes, is to provide access to contraceptives 
and reproductive education. Like PPRM, Merle considers 
family planning and access to contraception essential to 
women’s economic independence. 

“We (Chambers Family Fund) are fortunate to have 
the capacity to commit significant funds for creating 
change. We hope that these upstream solutions, 
such as directing our support towards systemic 
change, will have a positive ripple effect for future 
generations.”

Services provided by PPRM are critical to women’s 
futures, especially in today’s uncertain economic times. 

“When we fund initiatives to educate women, 
helping them become economically self-sufficient, 
we believe we’re breaking the cycle of poor and 
undereducated women who can’t get good jobs. 
By supporting education of this nature, we’re 
simultaneously helping women and their families.  
It’s a waterfall effect. Poverty is not just about 
a single woman who can’t earn a living; it is a 
worldwide issue.”

Merle is an instrumental figure to PPRM, funding 
innovative projects over the years like the E-Business 
Strategy Portal which created an online, unified presence 
for Planned Parenthood and its affiliates. Other projects 
include Secure Source, which helps women attain 
affordable methods of contraception and the Power 
the Promise Initiative that allows Planned Parenthood 
affiliates to easily engage in dialogue with one another.  
In the spirit of making a difference over the long-term, 
Merle is a consistent and dedicated philanthropist. 

“With our support, we sustain and increase what 
an organization can accomplish. We often ask an 
organization — ‘what is your greatest challenge 
in attracting resources?’ — that is where we’ll 
direct our support. We recognize that building the 
capacity of an organization, creating an endowment, 
and funding operational costs are essential to an 
organization’s success.”

In addition to her strong commitment to Colorado, 
Merle has supported the Rocky Mountain region by 
creating women’s foundations and expanding women’s 
philanthropy. A shared theme among all her foundations 
is that they improve the lives of women and girls in 
Montana, North Dakota, Oklahoma, and Wyoming. 
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Invest In Our Future 

We offer donors the following options for helping to 
further our important work. To use our convenient 
and secure website to make a gift, log on to pprm.org 
or call 303.321.7526 to speak with our Development 
team. Other options include: 

Planned giving and Bequests•	  – funding the 
future of PPRM. Bequests through your will or living 
trust ensure reproductive freedom for generations 
to come. 

Honorary or Memorial donation •	 – to 
celebrate a loved one. Your donation in the name of 
a friend or loved one will help support and expand 
Planned Parenthood’s important work. 

Workplace giving•	  – more ways than one. 
Talk to your employer about payroll deductions and 
matching gift programs. Workplace giving is an easy 
way to give and possibly double your gift through a 
matching program. 

Securities •	 – giving the gift of stock is 
simple. Donate a gift of any size or amount, 
with no minimum. Please send an e-mail to the 
Development team at development.info@pprm.org 
for electronic transfer information.

If you have questions, or would like additional 
information, please contact our Development team at 
303.321.7526 or send an e-mail to info.development@
pprm.org.

Keeping Your Gift Local

You may have received solicitations 
in the mail from the PPFA. This is our 
national umbrella organization for all 
Planned Parenthood affiliates. Their 
work is invaluable on the national 
scale. 

However, if you wish to ensure that 
your gift will support programs and 
services included in this annual report, 
please make your donation to PPRM 
(and mark the “Local” box on any 
online donations made through  
pprm.org). 

Please contact us at 303.321.7526 if 
you have questions.
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Board of Trustees 2007–2008
Chair 

Charles Von Thun

Vice Chair  
Nea Brown

Secretary 
Buzz Victor

Treasurer  
Juli Lapin

Members
Raydean Acevedo

Jason Cooper
Cheryl Cohen-Vader

Phil Freedman
Cathy Gale
Linda Geis

Christine Gardner Gould
Mary Kobey
Alma Lantz
Cate Meyer

Sandy Newman
Kevin O’Connor
Katherine Pease

Gerd Peters
James Pribyl
Morris Price

Andrew Ross
Sharon L. Scott

Mary Beth Searles
Kathy Seidel

Leslie Stratton
Christine Soto
Ann Swanson

Caryn Tyre
Robert Tyre

Vickie Wilson
Bill Yeates

We salute the 475 volunteers who contributed 16,910 hours of time and talent to our 
mission, representing a $342,427 savings to our agency. For their daily commitment, 
accomplishments and kindnesses, we also salute and honor our staff of 354 women and 
men who are the heart and soul of our organization and our movement. 

PPRM’s trained cadre of outreach 
volunteers represented Planned 
Parenthood at 50 events last year,  
including college and community health, 
wellness and resource fairs, concerts 
and cultural festivals. Contributing 
786 hours of time, they reached 
approximately 207,500 people in diverse 
communities and distributed more than 
40,000 condoms and 35,000 coupons 
good for PPRM’s services.  

The PPRM staff and Board kicked off our 
Building the Future campaign with an 
internal campaign. Both groups quickly 
reached 100 percent participation, 
successfully launching our efforts.
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Planned Parenthood is Community

5* states

32 health centers

354 staff

475 volunteers           

19,557 educated 

25,720 donors

71,787 activists

127,960 clients 

1 mission:
To improve the 
quality of life 
by enabling all 
people to exercise 
individual choice 
in their own 
reproductive 
health.

Call 1.800.230.PLAN or visit pprm.org for the Planned 

Parenthood health center nearest you.

* In September 2008, Planned Parenthood of the St. Louis Region acquired health center 
operations in Springfield and Joplin, Missouri.



Stan Roebuck
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June 17, 1949 - July 11, 2008
 
We dedicate this report to Stan Roebuck, 
our dear friend and colleague, who died 
tragically on July 11, 2008 from injuries 
sustained in a motorcycle accident. Stan 
devoted himself to defending women’s 
access to heatlh care. He was our 
protector, philosopher, and friend. We 
miss him dearly.



27

“My internship at PPRM has been, without a doubt, 
a very rewarding experience. It has given me the 
opportunity to work with dedicated and seasoned 
professionals to develop my own skills and the tools 
I need to succeed. I was trusted with significant tasks 
vital to the Planned Parenthood mission and the staff 
treated me with respect, allowing me to grow into my 
role as not only an intern, but a valuable member of 
the Planned Parenthood community. I am enormously 
grateful to have spent time with an organization that 
provides essential services and education needed to 
lead a better life.” 

— Natasha



7155 E. 38th Avenue 
Denver, Colorado 80207-1630 
303.321.7526

www.pprm.org




