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Recently we were surprised by a letter from a local  

attorney informing us that PPRSR would be the recipient 

of a $200,000 bequest.  This remarkable gift came from 

the estate of Jean Watkeys, M.D., a former member of our 

board of directors, who passed away last October at the 

age of 97. 

Dr. Watkeys specialized in occupational medicine and 

worked for Kodak for 37 years.  She was honored by the 

Anthony Center for Leadership (University of Roches-

ter) several years ago as being a pioneer for women in  

medicine, being one of three women in her medical school 

class at the University back in the 1930’s. She was also  

an early sexuality educator, conducting lectures at  

Keuka College.

While we don’t receive gifts of this magnitude very  

often, we do see the generosity of our donors every day.  

This bequest will be put in our endowment to generate 

funds now and into the future.  Our sincere thanks to Dr.  

Watkeys for her generosity and for remembering how 

much good her gift would be able to do in our community.

We lost the following friends in 2008 who made 

planned gifts:

Dorothy Chapin

John Nugent

Orthelle Pranger

Elizabeth Walter

Jean Watkeys

Ethel Winters

A Gift That Will Keep on Giving
Cassandra George Ramos
Corporate Director of Resource Development
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In Good Faith 
Local Church Offers Spiritual Support

Jim Stewart
president & CEO

We wanted to share this touching letter written by  

our friend, the Rev. Craig French, Pastor of University 

United Methodist Church in Syracuse. His church sent  

its support to numerous local organizations, even  

those with utterly different viewpoints, offering prayers 

and encouragement.

Dear Planned Parenthood,

Thank you for being an essential part of this community. 

It really does take all of us working together—each of us 

doing our special part—to make a community its best.

As a church, our part includes focusing on the “spirit”—

the spiritual well-being of individuals and the spiritual 

well-being of the community as a whole. To that end, a 

member of this congregation has taken on the “assign-

ment” of praying each day specifically for you and your 

organization.

Our prayer—and our goal—are not that you become like 

us. Rather, it is that you become the best in what you do...

for when you do that—when you live up to your highest 

aspirations and goals—all of us benefit and are blessed.  

In the words of the ancient prophet Jeremiah, “Pray for 

the prosperity of the city where you are, for in its well- 

being you will find your own.” In that spirit, we seek 

to bring light, hope, joy and peace to this community,  

coupled with an awareness of our common humanity.

If you have something you’d like to have us pray for in 

specific, please let me know. I also invite you to join us in 

being mindful of the many ways our lives and destinies 

are bound together with all those who live and work in 

this community.

For justice and mercy,

Craig French

Pastor French’s letter serves as a reminder that we are all 

responsible for working toward a common goal—making 

our communities the best they can be. We are grateful for 

Pastor French’s recognition and appreciation of our work 

as we continue to work with diverse faith communities 

throughout the region to ensure access to reproductive 

health care to all who need it.
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When I was asked if I would like to volunteer for Rape 

Crisis Services, I said yes.  Everyone has a reason for

volunteering. Some want something to put on their 

resume, some volunteer for school, others do it 

because they feel a strong connection to the group they are 

volunteering with, and there are many other reasons 

why.  I volunteer because I have two people whom I am 

very close to who were victims of sexual abuse. Years 

later they are still haunted by this childhood trauma.  I’ve 

listened to them throughout the years when they needed 

someone to talk to, and I could always see that talking 

seemed to make them feel a little bit better.  I know from 

fi rst-hand experience that it helps to talk to someone, and 

I want to be able to do that for someone else.  Everyone 

should have someone that they can trust and Rape Crisis 

Services, along with Planned Parenthood, provides that

to anyone who needs it.

Why I Volunteer
Dawn Balsis
Rape Crisis Service Volunteer

Your gift to Planned Parenthood 
could last 100 years or more.

Name Planned Parenthood of the Rochester/Syracuse 
Region in your will and you will create a personal 
legacy that endures forever. Our brochure will tell you 
everything you need to know. You can keep affordable 
birth control, honest information, and reproductive 
freedom a reality for generations of women to come.

Reach us directly: (585) 546-2771 ext. 389
   (315) 475-5540 ext. 226
   giving@pprsr.org 

For your free brochure
on giving through your will 
and other investment vehicles, 
fill out this coupon and return 
to the address below.

(Name)

(Address)

(Address 2)

(City, State, Zip)

(Phone or email)

Mail to:
Cassandra George Ramos
Planned Parenthood 
114 University Ave.
Rochester, NY 14605

Save the Date! 
Family Planning Advocates’ 

Clergy Day 2009
April 29, 2009

Clergy of all denominations are invited to join other

clergy from around the New York for a day of advocacy 

in Albany. Please contact Betty DeFazio at (315) 475-5540, 

ext. 223 for more information.



Mission
statement 

Planned Parenthood of the 

Rochester/Syracuse Region (PPRSR) 

protects and supports every 

person’s right to make voluntary, 

informed decisions about sexuality 

and reproduction in order to lead 

a healthy and fulfilling life.

Many faith leaders are helping adolescents understand their  

emerging sexuality. We applaud these leaders for recognizing the need 

for sexuality education and have a deep respect for their principled 

and spiritual perspectives.

It is because of their expertise that we are inviting Syracuse’s leaders of 

faith to partner with organizations from around the community in the 

Real Life. Real Talk.® social marketing campaign. Real Life. Real Talk.® 

empowers adults to have open and honest dialogue with teens about 

sexuality. It’s time to have real conversations about real life issues  

facing teens today. And Real Life. Real Talk.® is the vehicle to getting the 

conversations started.

To connect your congregation or faith leader to Real Life. Real Talk.® 

please contact Crystal Collette, Real Life. Real Talk.® Program Manager 

at 315.475.5540 x 225 or ccollette@pprsr.org.  
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Faith &  
Healthy Sexuality
Crystal Collette
Program Manager, Real Life. Real Talk.®

Choose Planned Parenthood #187 in the upcoming United Way 

of Greater Rochester campaign. Ask your employer for a donor 

choice designation form or download it at www.uwrochester.org/ 

CampaignResources/Toolkit.

Questions? 

Contact us at (585) 546-2771 ext. 330 or email giving@pprsr.org.  

Thank you!

Give through 
the United Way
Carolyn Slack
Major Gifts Associate

Could you 
do this?
Erin Grant
Regional Marketing 
Communications Manager

• Write a script for a commercial 

 selling over 8 million dollars  

 worth of services

• Compose a catchy beat

• Nail the script reading in 

 a handful of takes

• Work a recording studio like  

 a professional sound engineer

All in an hour after school?

PPRSR’s In Control kids can!

Many thanks to Shana Hagins,  

Jermaine Glenn and the rest of 

the In Control crew for creating 

PPRSR’s newest, freshest,  

radio commercial.

Haven’t heard it? Go to http://tinyurl.

com/abzmp2.  


