
It’s time to celebrate!
annual fundraising event honors local supporters & advocates 

celebrate friendswith
On Wednesday, April 28, 2010 Planned Parenthood of Western New York
will host its annual evening event, “Celebrate with Friends,” to celebrate
the work it does in the community and the people who make it possible. 

The exciting event will feature Shelby Knox, a young, passionate activist
and organizer working to promote sex education, women’s rights, and
youth empowerment. 

Knox starred in the award winning 2005 documentary film The Education
of Shelby Knox, a film that followed Knox, a then 15-year-old high school
sophomore, as she battled to have sex education included in the 
curriculum at her high school in conservative Lubbock, Texas. 

In recognition of her courageous support for comprehensive sex 
education, Planned Parenthood will present Shelby Knox with its 2010
Education Award.

Other awards presented include:

The 2010 William B. Hoyt Advocacy for Choice Award

Linda Ray & Colden Ray
Community Volunteers

Planned Parenthood of Western New York 2010 Health Award 

Margaret M. Toohey
President, Lewiston Insurance Agency, Inc.

In our 20’s, we talked to Planned Parenthood about family
planning. Today, we’re talking to them about gift planning.

If you have already included Planned Parenthood in your will 
or estate plans, or if you would like more information about 
including Planned Parenthood in your estate plans, please 
contact Melissa N. Morinello at (716) 831-2200 ext. 5909.

m e m b e r  a g e n c y

Home to one of Planned Parenthood of
Western New York’s six medical offices,
the city of Niagara Falls’ Haeberle Plaza
now boasts a new and improved site offer-
ing affordable reproductive health care
and a much-needed pediatrics practice.
Still located in Haeberle Plaza, at 750
Portage Rd, Planned Parenthood opened
the doors to a completely remodeled
health center in January 2010.

Through a generous, competitive grant
from the New York State Department of
Health and the Dormitory Authority of the
State of New York, Planned Parenthood of
Western New York received $725,000 from
the “HEAL NY” program to improve the
quality of health care in Niagara Falls and
the whole Western New York region.

“Planned Parenthood’s commitment to pro-
viding quality care is brought to life in this
new space. We are incredibly grateful to
the funding that made this possible, but we
would not be ready to open our doors and
welcome the community if it weren’t for
our loyal and generous supporters,” says
Karen J. Nelson, Chief Executive Officer.

The new 6,500 square foot location, 
designed to better serve the diverse needs
of clients, features separate entrances, exits
and waiting room areas to increase the
comfort and confidentially of Planned 
Parenthood’s service delivery. Exam rooms
and staff work spaces are now larger,
brighter and more up-to-date. 

(continued on page 2) 

New & Improved Medical Site! 
Your dollars at work...providing afforable and accessible health care
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Pictured from left to right are: Barb Brem, clinic manager for pediatrics; Elisha Townsend, clinic manager for reproductive health;
Mayor of Niagara Falls, Paul Dyster; Karen J. Nelson, CEO, Planned Parenthood of Western New York; Colleen Schiffhauer, WHNP,
Director of Patient Services; Sen. Antoine Thompson (D-60th), NYS Senate; David Brock, Board Chair, Planned Parenthood; 
Maureen Minicucci, representative from Assemblymember Francine DelMonte’s (D-138th) NYS Assembly office.

Celebrate with Friends will be held in the Mary Seaton Room at 
Kleinhans Music Hall in Buffalo with an anticipated 300 guests in 
attendance. Doors open at 5:30pm with a ticket auction followed by 
a sit-down dinner and program to begin at 6:45pm. Tickets are $75
and $125 and can be purchased by calling (716) 831-2200, option #4
or online at ppwny.org. All proceeds will benefit the essential 
programs and services Planned Parenthood provides to thousands 
of women, men and families. 

Event speaker and award recipient, Shelby Knox
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November 21, 2009 marked the 5th annual “ManPower” 
conference, a summit to engage young males in conversations
about manhood and responsibility in our community. This
year’s unique event brought together 200 young men and 
parents for a day filled with male-focused workshops, 
tournaments, contests, and food. 

“It is so good to see so many of Buffalo’s young men taking 
an active interest in their health and future,” says Christopher
Spicer, Planned Parenthood Training & Curriculum Specialist.
“This year is our largest conference to date!”

Presented by the BPLAAN Coalition (Buffalo Partners Linking
to Address Adolescent Needs) with Lead Agency, Planned 
Parenthood of Western New York, this community event even
included a “Parent Lounge” where parents could ask their
questions of professional trainers. Participants took part in 
workshops on topics such as Man…I need a J.O.B, Sex 101,
and Surviving the Streets. Planned Parenthood Pediatrics 
Director, Dr. Ed Brown, was a featured presenter. Spicer 
continues, “Watching a group of teen males asking so many
questions about their bodies and having a medical doctor 
there to answer them was amazing.”

Young Men Get the Facts! 
your dollars at work…educating young men 

In addition to the physical updates, the HEAL
NY grant provided funding for the implementa-
tion of electronic medical records (EMR)
throughout all six of Planned Parenthood 
sites in WNY and is expected to be complete 
in the next 18 months. 

Local supporters and community partners gathered on February 18 to commemo-
rate the opening of the new space with an official ribbon cutting and guided tours
that showcased the improvements made to better serve clients.

On February 20, a community open house event welcomed local families to the
new site. Guests of all ages enjoyed a caricature artist, face painting, a coloring 
station and live story reading. Planned Parenthood professional education staff
was also on hand for teens and parents with information, games and a prize
wheel.

To schedule a tour, or for information
about Wish List items needed for 
the new medical center, call 
(716) 831-2200, option 4.

New & Improved 
Medical Site! cont.

Open house attendee, Elijah, poses for caricature
artist, Gus Posey. 

Friend of Planned Parenthood Jane Marinsky (right) and
her daughter, Rebecca Sharpe, offered a lively reading of
The Goat-Faced Girl: A Classic Italian Folktale (written by
Leah Marinsky Sharpe and illustrated by Jane Marinsky)
during the Open House event.  This dynamic duo is the
wife and daughter team of Planned Parenthood 
Foundation Board Member, Dan Sharpe.  

Owen colored and enjoyed other activities offered
during the Community Open House event. 

Attendee April Woods enjoyed spending the day with her son Isaiah McLeod. 

(l to r) Planned Parenthood clinician, Jennifer Lajko, showed off a new exam
room to Planned Parenthood Board Member and Niagara Falls City Council
Member, Kristen Grandinetti; Niagara Falls Mayor, Paul Dyster; and Niagara
Falls City Administrator, Donna Owens. 

Mrs. Delight Dann, Volunteer

“I support Planned Parenthood because I believe every child should
be nourished and loved by their parents. Volunteering at Planned 
Parenthood has allowed me to support a cause I believe in a ‘hands-
on’ way. I love working in the clinic and gaining a broader sense of the
community. The staff at the Buffalo location is supportive and caring.
Planned Parenthood helps to ensure every child is a wanted child and 
I support that!”

“Why I Support 
Planned Parenthood”

On January 11, 2010, advocates for family
planning met with legislators from around
the state in Albany, NY. Assemblyman
William Parment (D-150), a 100% pro-choice
legislator welcomed two PPWNY staff 
members to share information on the educa-
tion work going on in his district, as well as
ask for support of the Reproductive Health
Act & Family Planning funding. For more 
information on the Reproductive Heath Act,
please visit www.fpaofnys.org

your dollars at work…
being a voice for choice 

From the left: Tessa Walker, Community Affairs Coordinator, Representative
William Parment (D-150th), Melissa Morinello, Director of Development

(l to r) Planned Parenthood staff 
members, Todd Warfield, Amy White 
and Colleen Schiffhauer, enjoy the 
Haeberle Plaza grand opening with 
Board Member, Allen Booker.   

CEO Update
Healthcare Reform signed into law!

your efforts at work…

President Barack Obama recently signed the historic healthcare reform bill. This federal legislation is a true
victory because it will:

• extend health care coverage to tens of millions of women and families.
• guarantee access to affordable preventive screenings for cancer and other life-saving tests.
• protect women against gender discrimination by private insurers.
• end the practice of dropping health coverage because of pre-existing conditions.
• significantly increase access to reproductive health care, including Planned Parenthood health centers.

Although the legislation secures our place as an essential community health care provider, Planned 
Parenthood remains disappointed it includes Senator Ben Nelson’s (D-NE) restrictive language on abortion
coverage. Nelson’s insidious “two-check” provision, requires women to write one insurance premium check
for abortion care and another for all other covered care. Planned Parenthood will continue to work to assure
Nelson’s language does not damage women’s access to care. Thanks to your extensive efforts, the Planned
Parenthood movement successfully stopped Representative Bart Stupak’s (D-MI-1st) abortion ban from being
included in the final health care reform package. 

Our national advocacy work included: 
• 700,000 emails
• 39,000 phone calls
• 32,500 postcards and petitions 
• 25,000 emails specifically speaking out against the Stupak ban.

Local Planned Parenthood staff and volunteers worked in Washington, DC since June 2009 and lobbied
through the final days before the vote. Volunteers met legislators in their district offices, spoke at and 
attended town hall meetings and phoned supporters.  Our many thanks go to our local Congressional and
Senate delegation of Rep. Brian Higgins (D-NY-27th), Rep. Louise Slaughter (D-NY-28th), Sen. Charles
Schumer (D-NY) and Senator Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY) for their unwavering support for Planned Parenthood
and health care reform.

Thank you to all who were a part of volunteer efforts to pass health care reform! This is YOUR victory!

Karen J. Nelson,
Chief Executive Officer
Planned Parenthood
of Western New York
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Pictured from left to right are: Barb Brem, clinic manager for pediatrics; Elisha Townsend, clinic manager for reproductive health;
Mayor of Niagara Falls, Paul Dyster; Karen J. Nelson, CEO, Planned Parenthood of Western New York; Colleen Schiffhauer, WHNP,
Director of Patient Services; Sen. Antoine Thompson, NYS Senate; David Brock, Board Chair, Planned Parenthood; Maureen
Minicucci, representative from Assemblymember Francine DelMonte’s NYS Assembly office.

Celebrate with Friends will be held in the Mary Seaton Room at 
Kleinhans Music Hall in Buffalo with an anticipated 300 guests in 
attendance. Doors open at 5:30pm with a ticket auction followed by 
a sit-down dinner and program to begin at 6:45pm. Tickets are $75
and $125 and can be purchased by calling (716) 831-2200, option #4
or online at ppwny.org. All proceeds will benefit the essential 
programs and services Planned Parenthood provides to thousands 
of women, men and families. 

Event speaker and award recipient, Shelby Knox
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of women, men and families. 

In recognition of her courageous support for comprehensive sex education, 
Planned Parenthood will present Shelby Knox with its 2010 Education Award. 

Other awards presented include:

The 2010 William B. Hoyt Advocacy for Choice Award

Linda Ray & Colden Ray
Community Volunteers

Planned Parenthood of Western New York 2010 Health Award 

Margaret M. Toohey
President, Lewiston Insurance Agency, Inc.

In our 20’s, we talked to Planned Parenthood about family
planning. Today, we’re talking to them about gift planning.

If you have already included Planned Parenthood in your will 
or estate plans, or if you would like more information about 
including Planned Parenthood in your estate plans, please 
contact Melissa N. Morinello at (716) 831-2200 ext. 5909.

m e m b e r  a g e n c y

Home to one of Planned Parenthood of
Western New York’s six medical offices,
the city of Niagara Falls’ Haeberle Plaza
now boasts a new and improved site offer-
ing affordable reproductive health care
and a much-needed pediatrics practice.
Still located in Haeberle Plaza, at 750
Portage Rd, Planned Parenthood opened
the doors to a completely remodeled
health center in January 2010.

Through a generous, competitive grant
from the New York State Department of
Health and the Dormitory Authority of the
State of New York, Planned Parenthood of
Western New York received $725,000 from
the “HEAL NY” program to improve the
quality of health care in Niagara Falls and
the whole Western New York region.

“Planned Parenthood’s commitment to pro-
viding quality care is brought to life in this
new space. We are incredibly grateful to
the funding that made this possible, but we
would not be ready to open our doors and
welcome the community if it weren’t for
our loyal and generous supporters,” says
Karen J. Nelson, Chief Executive Officer.

The new 6,500 square foot location, 
designed to better serve the diverse needs
of clients, features separate entrances, exits
and waiting room areas to increase the
comfort and confidentially of Planned 
Parenthood’s service delivery. Exam rooms
and staff work spaces are now larger,
brighter and more up-to-date. 

(continued on page 2) 

New & Improved Medical Site! 
Your dollars at work...providing afforable and accessible health care
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Pictured from left to right are: Barb Brem, clinic manager for pediatrics; Elisha Townsend, clinic manager for reproductive health;
Mayor of Niagara Falls, Paul Dyster; Karen J. Nelson, CEO, Planned Parenthood of Western New York; Colleen Schiffhauer, WHNP,
Director of Patient Services; Sen. Antoine Thompson, NYS Senate; David Brock, Board Chair, Planned Parenthood; Maureen
Minicucci, representative from Assemblymember Francine DelMonte’s NYS Assembly office.




