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Planned Parenthood expects
to keep local Komen grant

Together, the two programs
. paid for 609 women to re-
- ceive mammograms in 2010,
~ she said. They also paid for

grams would become a politi-
cal topic,” she said.
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| not perform mammograms or
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significant amount, she said [ ;.4 money to hospitals and
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| The Komen money helps = | “We are not going to end & 4., 5'without Planned Parent-

| fund those vouchers. Plus, it | any services,” Goodman said. hood, our affiliate can, t0o,”
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| Planned Parenthood needs to = money.”

“We're going to find that Pisciotta said.
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| participate in the state’s breast = Goodman said Planned Par- | contributed to this story.
. and cervical cancer screening = enthood officials don’t have
. program, Goodman said. ‘any animosity toward the lo-
| The program kicks in after | cal Komen chapter beca}xse
low-income women are diag- = of the new funding policy.
nosed with cancer, allowing | The chapter’s hands are tied,
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But Pro-Life Waco’s request
 for the grant to be rescinded
is unreasonable, Goodman

said.

“It makes me sad that a
program that clearly helps

Officials from the two or-
ganizations said they would
be happy to accept any grant

The decision by the nation’s lead- follow the spirit and intent of its par-
ing breast-cancer charity, Susan G. ent organization in Dallas and im-
Komen for the Cure, to halt grants to mediately end its funding of Waco's
Planned Parenthood likely will force abortion provider,” John Pisciotta,
Planned Parenthood of Central Texas director of the anti-abortion group,
to seek new funding for mammograms said in a statement.
for low-income women. The national Komen office con-

But there is no indication the firmed earlier this week that it has
area Komen chapter will take back a halted grants to Planned Parent-
$50,000 grant recently awarded to the hood. At least 19 affiliates of the fam-
local Planned Parenthood. Such ac- ily planning organization received
tion is being urged by Pro-Life Waco, grants last year totaling $680,000.
which opposes abortion and cam- Komen spokeswoman Leslie Aun
paigns against Planned Parenthood.
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Since the two organizations

- Cecile Richards, president
- of the Planned Parenthood

Federation of America, has

said Stearns’ inquiry is politi-

- cally motivated.

| Komen's Central Texas

said the money cutoff is the
result of the charity’s new-
ly adopted criteria barring
grants to organizations under
investigation by local, state or

those who would not other-
wise qualify for Medicaid
to enroll. The government
program covers cancer treat-
ment, reconstructive surgery
| and medication therapy.

[ community aﬁ‘airs for the

. local Planned Parenthood,
said she has not been con-
tacted by the Komen chapter
about this year’s grant, Worth

Rep. Cliff Stearns, R-Fla., to

determine whether public nearly 50,000, it took effect Planned Parenthood is the = women get access to mammo-
money was spent improperly - jan, 1, she said. only program participant in a :
copei By _JaiL L suesale.

| 10-county area, Goodman said. |



