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Birth control is mainstream health care, used by 98 percent of women at some
point in their lives. Recently, many women in the United States have had their
access to birth control reduced.

Last year, Congress changed a law that has allowed pharmaceutical companies
to provide low-cost contraceptives for nearly two decades to health-care
providers that serve uninsured and low-income families. In doing so, Congress
inadvertently cut off college and university health centers and some community
health providers from obtaining birth control at low cost.

Since January, birth control prices have skyrocketed for many Ohio women.
Many health centers, including University Health Services at Kent State
University, bought a large stock of the most common birth control pills before
prices went up.

Once the stock runs out early next semester, some pills will cost $40 to $50
(although some generics are available for $25). The popular Nuva Ring already
has jumped from $12.50 to $42, making it unaffordable for a lot of people.

The pricing has adversely affected patient care. Latitude to prescribe what
medical providers consider to be the right product is significantly diminished, as
we don't have the choices anymore, especially for the uninsured patients.

For students, $500 a year for birth control may deter them from accessing
services. Educated people are more responsible, and if students stop coming in
for services, they are not getting the information they need to reduce the risks of
pregnancy and disease.

The mistake is having a devastating impact on women and families nationwide.

For many students and low-income women, birth control is now out of reach.
According to the American College Health Association, 3 million college women
who use birth control pills are now paying $30 to $50 a month, up from $5 to $10
monthly less than a year ago.



An additional 500,000 low-income women at community health centers such as
Planned Parenthood are affected. Because this increased cost cannot be passed
on to low-income clients, health centers are forced to cut back on other important
services.

Thankfully, U.S. Rep. Tim Ryan, D-Niles, has taken the lead to correct the
problem by cosponsoring a common-sense bill with Democratic Rep. Joseph
Crowley of New York, the Prevention Through Affordable Access Act. In a letter
to his House colleagues encouraging them to sign on as cosponsors ofthe bill
introduced on Thursday, Ryan wrote, "This policy change has taken us one step
backward in the effort to reduce unintended pregnancy and the need for
abortion."

Rep. Betty Sutton, D-Copley Township, also is cosponsoring the bill to correct
the error.

Preventing unintended pregnancy in the first place by increasing access to birth
control makes social and economic sense, and saves taxpayers money.

It's a simple problem for Congress to fix. It would cost the government nothing
and could be done immediately. The vast majority of American voters (76 percent
of all voters and 79 percent of voters who are conflicted about abortion,
according to one survey) strongly agree that we should do everything we can to
try to reduce the number of unintended pregnancies in America through
common-sense measures such as sex education and access to contraception.

Eighty-nine percent of Ohio voters, from every political party, race and socio-
economic status, support increased access to birth control, according toa 2005
report by American Viewpoint.

Congress should rush to fix this problem, before there are serious social and
economic consequences in the form of unplanned pregnancies, and undetected
cancers and sexually transmitted diseases.

The Prevention Through Affordable Access Act is sound policy.

Find this article at:
http://www.ohio.com/editorial/commentary/11003376.html?page=all&c=y





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


