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Both are Christian-led
groups whoge leaders say the
service fits with thefr mission
tohelp women in crisis preg=
nancies and provide them
with alternatives to abortion.

In North County, the
mobile unit = alarge motor
home with equipment and a
trained ultrasound techni-
cianingide = has been avail-
able for almost two yeas.

It makes the rounds in
several communities,
accompanied by an
A-frame sign that says “free
pregnancy ultrasound?”

Kimberly Regnier, the
center’s ultrasound manag-
er, said the agency provided
191 free ultrasounds to
woien over the past year
and that 94 percent of those
women Said they would
choose to keep their babjes.

Kimberly Regnier provides a free ultrasound in
the mobile nnit that the Vista-based
Pregnancy Resource Center and the national
nonprofil Image Clear Ultrasound operate in
North County. JOHN KOSTER | For the NCT

tool in anti-abortion effort

BY PAUL SISSON
psissan@nctimes.com

Getting a sonogram used to
mean visiting a doctor’s office,
but a North County mobile
ultragound unit is roaming
where the people are and offer-
ing free ultrasounds to any
pregnant woman who stops by.

The program is funded by a
' Vista-based nonprofit group
called the Pregnancy Resource
Center, in parinership with a
national effort led by the non-
profit organization Image Cles
Ultrasound.

’

See Ultrasound, A4

An ultrasound uses the Planned  Parenthood
teflections of high-fre- deseribesitself onits Website
quency sound waves to as a trusted provider of
form an imapge of inside the reproductive health care
body, an effective way to and a pasdonate advocate
observe fetal prowth. for woimnen’s reproductive

Repnier said women are rights.
often surprised at the Vinee Hall, vice presi-
detailsthat can bepickedup dent of communications
by an ultrasound, evenrela- with Planned Parenthood
tively eadly inpregnancy.  San Diego, said he considers

“1 can’t tell you how the mobile ultmsound
many of them are so approach a “coercive” way
shocked that they start ery- of fighting abortion.

." Regnier said. He said that the sign on

Image Clear Ultrasound the mobile unit should
operates seven of the motor make it clear to wamen that
home-based ¢clinics nation- they are not entering a
wide. medical clinic on wheels,

On its Web site, the but rather accepting servic-
organization says that “at es from a group created to
least 80 percent of abor- t abortion.
tion-minded women  “It’s misleading and it’s
change their minds when unethical to advertise your-
they see their unborn baby self as a quasimedical
onultrasound.” resource center when your

However, critics, such as entire operation is guided
officials at  Planned by only one thing” Hall
Parenthood, say the motive said.
behind the mobile ultra~  Indeed, the word “abor-
sound program makes the tion” is not visible to those
service suspect. who drive by the mobile

ultrasound operation.

Making the rounds

The ultrasound unit
makes regular stops at
high-~traffic areas through-~
out North County.

On Mondays, motorists
might notice it at Mission
Avenue and Freeman Street
in Opeanside.

Tuesdays, it's in Vista at
Hacienda and Emerald

drives, just south of
Highway 78.
On  Wednesdays, #

appears near the Tuming
Point Pregnancy Resource
Center in Mira Mesa, and on
Thursdays it’s in San Marcos,
outside Birth Choice, anoth~
er Christian pregnancy
counseling enterptizse, on
South Rancho SantaFe Road.

Jarmie Hawy, executive direc-
tor of the Pregrancy Resource
Center, said most of the
womnenscanned by the mohile
ultrasommd are “in orids™ md
are considering abartion

“Many of them think
that they have no other
choice, but we show them
whiat all of their options are,
including adoption and
abortion," Hay said.

She said the organiza-
tion'’s religious beliefs are
not forced on any woman
who wants a free ultra-
sound, but each is asked
whether she has areligion.

Those who say they do
are offered a prayer session
at the end of the exam.

Hall, the Planned
Parenthood official, sald he
does mnot believe that
women served by the oper-
ation are given an unbiased
view of their options.

He said several national
studies have chown that
most pregnancy resource
centers nationwide skew
information on the tonse-
quences of abortion.

“We just feel that women
deservetoknow that thereare
places to go, like Planned
Parenthood, where they can
go for bias-free, medically
accurate counseling Hall
said



Additional services

In the mobile ulizasound
center, pregnancy tests are
also given free, as well aslit-
erature on how abortion
works.

Womfn are also made
aware of government pro-
grams that can offer every-
thing from free diapers to
free child care so that they
can stay in school, Hay
gaid,

e
approach | ,
educational and not judg-
mental, regandless of out-
mel

afterward” Hay

said,
Pregnancy  Resource
Center recelved a £50,000

commmnnity development
t from Sam Die@
é’;.;nty Supervisor Bill
Horninzo07 to help pay for
the equipment and another
similar gize grant from a
Texas-based charity.

All of its ultrasound
workers are volunteers.

Hay said that most ofthe
woamen who come to the
mobile ultrasound vehicle
fow bring. thel bogtiends
Orhus'bandi.m e

SHll, when couples
come In to@ﬁxug, the
women mayreact withtears
to the ultrasound image,
while the male reaction is
usually ome of protective-
ness, Regnier said.

She recalled one young
man who camg In saying he
would  support  his
girliriend’s decision elther

“After he saw the ulirs-
sound, he said, "We can do
this. I'm going to work more
hours, and 'm going to get
gi!é.onmy insurance]” she
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