
Client Name: Planned Parenthood of SD
Publication Name: San Diego Union-Tribune
Publishing Date: January 21, 2012
Circulation: 408,825
Page Number: 7
Article Size: 40 sq inch
Ad Value: $6,131.13

Page 1 of 1

It has been my observation 
that most of the 

rabid anti-abortionists 
have never actually been 
in the operating room 
during either a legal, or 
an illegal abortion. Most 
are fairly well-educated, 
in at least reasonably 
comfortable financial 
circumstances, and so 
have both the money and 
mental organization to use 
effective contraception, 
and therefore they have 
the luxury of being able to 
sit on high and pronounce 
about the moral rectitude, 
or absence thereof, of legal 
abortion (a la Carol Maxwell 

["Former pro-choice 
supporter no longer on the 
sidelines," Opinion, Jan. 
20]. And they are perfectly 
willing to impose, by law 
and by force, their moral 
judgments about it on 
everyone else. Roe v. Wade 
prevents that currently, 
and for good reason. 

But there is a whole 
group of women who don't 
fit into the above category, 
who exist in desperate, 
marginal social or financial 
circumstances, and who 
feel that they must seek an 
abortion for many reasons 
- legal if available, illegal 
if not. 

I was an ob/gyn resident 
at L.A. County Hospital 
for two years prior to Roe 
v. Wade and for two years 
afterward. The difference 
was like night and day. 

I would suggest that any 
committed pro-lifer hold 
the hand of a teenage girl 
dying of septic shock from 
a coat-hanger abortion and 
smell the odor of death, 
the odor of uremia and 
overwhelming sepsis as 
she dies. Then come and 
talk to me about reversing 
Roe v. Wade. 

Donald J. Moore, M.D. 

Carmel Valley 

that when they try to take 
away health care services 
and rights from American 
women there will be consequences. 

Leanne Hull MacDougall 

La Jolla 

The truth is, no matter 
what they call themselves 
or where they align politically, 

a majority of Americans 
respect the decision 

each woman must make 
about her own pregnancy 
and oppose efforts to 
overturn Roe. That hasn't 
changed in the last four 
decades. 

Unfortunately, we've 
seen a small group of antiwomen's 

health legislators 
introduce legislation that 
would undermine women's 
health, not just access to 
safe abortion care. They 
have also targeted access 
to contraception, one of 
the most effective means 
of preventing unintended 
pregnancy and therefore, 
abortion. 

This year, we need to 
draw a line in the sand and 
say enough is enough. We 
need to let them know that 
we'll be watching - and 

LETTERS: ROE V. WADE 

Let me begin this by saying 
I think Steve Breen is a 

great political cartoonist. 
I recognize the difficulty 
of expressing a full idea 
in one image; however, 
I found his usage of the 
Statue of Liberty (as a 
commentary on abortion, 
Jan. 20) to be completely 
offensive. 

Unemployment is high, 
incarceration rates are out 
of control, the income gap 
is the widest it's ever been, 
and Lady Liberty weeps 
because women have 
some measure of control 
over their reproductive 
future? As a symbol of 
freedom, it's a complete 
slap in the face to have 
her weep because women 
have the liberty to choose 
how and when they to they 
have children, should they 
choose to do so. 

Does she also weep over 
abstinence, birth control 
and condoms? Does she 
weep over the children 
lost in foster care because 
they were born to families 
that don't love or appreciate 

them? Does she weep 
over the thousands of 
children that are abused, 
neglected and forgotten? 
Let Lady Liberty weep, but 
please let it be for the right 

reasons. 
Ivan Matthew 

DeYoung-Dominguez 

University Heights 

I'm a longtime fan 
of Steve Breen, having 
enjoyed his editorial 
cartoons for as long as he's 
been with the U-T. Friday's 
cartoon is one of the rare 
exceptions because it lacks 
the integrity usually so 
prominent in his cartoons. 

I realize he's trying to 
make a point of denigrating 

Roe v. Wade, but in 
doing it in this manner 
he denigrates the United 
States Constitution, 
Amendment 14: 

"All persons born or 
naturalized in the United 
States, and subject to 
the jurisdiction thereof, 
are citizens of the United 
States and of the State 
wherein they reside." The 
words of the framers of 
The Constitution need not 
be interpreted by anyone, 
"born or naturalized" 
couldn't be more clear, Yet 
Breen implies the unborn 
fetus has full constitutional 
guarantees. Simple fact; 
the fetus has no rights 
of citizenship until it is 
"born." 

James P. De Mangos 

Bankers Hill 
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