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Senate Mafjority Leader Hatry Reid of Nevada speaks
during a health eare news conference on Capitol Hill
in Washington. HARRY HAMBURG | Associated Press

Dems look to
vote without
abortion foes

BY CHARLES BABINGTON
Associated Press

WASHINGTON -
House Democratic leaders

Thursday abandoned along  find

struggle to strike a compro-
mise on sbortion in their

sweeping health care -
laﬁo:%hshouﬁmmﬁ
looming as early as next
week.

In $0, are all
Mcommﬁngaﬂ?:{uﬂm
decisive grou
mﬁﬁgws on abog:tjng
coverage have become the
principal hang-up for

Democrats  figh to
achieve the biéeghsﬁ%\ange
in American health care in
genemations. Congressional
leaders are hoping they can

enough support from
other wavering Democrats
to pass legislation that only
cleared the House by five
votes in an eardier incarns-
tion.

The concesston came as
House Democrats attended
a lengthy m with
White House bealth adviser
Nancy Amn DeParle, who
fried to answer questions,
resolve differences and cahn
nerves, especially for law-
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makers expecting tough
challenges in November,
Participants said they gen-
erally embraced White
Houge -brokered compro-
mises on prescription
bemefts fox the cidedly an
new taxes on generous
insurance plans.

At stake is the presi-
dent's call to expand health
care to some 30 million
people who lack ingurance
and to prohibit insurance
company prartices such ag
denying coverage to people
who have been sick. Almost
every American would be
affected by the legislation,
which would change the
wiays many people receive
and pay for health care,
from the most routine
checkup tothe most expen-
stve, lifesaving treatment.
g:d m:é?im by law g

req to
health insurance. gt

Republicans contimued
thetr fierce criticisms of the
president’s efforts, vowing
to make Democrats pay
dearly in the fall elections if
they don't back off from
what they brand a govern-
ment takeover of health
care. But ﬁr Democrats
predicted ¢an convince
their colleagues that doing
nothing is the worst option
of all, politically and sub-
stantively.

¥The stars are aligning
for victory on comprehen-
sive health reform) said
Sen. Tom Harkin, D-Iowa.

White House Chief of
Staff Rahm  PFmanuel
emerged from a meeting in
the Capitol with ingtop
Democratic  lawmakers
made a lot of decisions.
Z%'”IE getting towards the

The end might be near,



but the ontcome remains
uncertain. House Speaker
Nancy Pelos, D-Calif.,
must round up at least 216
votes when the real nose-
counting and arm-~twisting
begin in a few days, after
final cost estimates arrive
from the Congressional
Budget Office. All House
and Senate Republicans
have vowed to oppose the
legislation.

With Senate Democrats

benefit, the so-called dough-
mit hole that has cansed
financial and emotional stress
for mnmerous eldedy
Amesicans

Another would impose 2
new excise tax, starting in
2018, on emplover-provid-
ed health plans worth more
than $10,200 for tndividn-
als and $27,500 for families.
The Senate had wanted a2
stiffer tax on such “Cadillac
plans!” but the more lsbor-

“The stars are aligning for victory on
comprehensive health reform.”

SEN. TOM HARKIN
D-lowa

no longer able to block
Republican filibusters, the
strategy calls for House
Democrats to embrace a
in December, despite thedr
numerons objections.
Democratic senators in turn
would promise to make a
limited mumber of changes
under “budget reconcilia-
tion” rules, which bar fili-
busters.

Republican and Demo-
cratic lawmakers quarreled
Thursday over whether
Obama mnst sign the
Senate Hll into law before
Congress can make the
changes, which Democrats
see as crucdal to making the
overall package more politi-
cally palatable. Republicans

“The stars are aligning
for victory on comprehen-
sive health reform” said
Sen. Tom Harkin, D-Iowa.

White House Chief of
Staff lftrahm Emanuel
emerged from a meeting in
the Capitol with top
Democratic  lawmakers
Thursday night saying, “We
made a lot of decisions.
;\E"r'e getting towands the

The end might be near,

friendly House resisted.
Obama tried to soothe

the feelings of two generally
liberal constituencies —

lation doesn't do enough to
help poor people. Many
Latino members sy i mis-
treats fllegal immigrants try-
ing to buy insurance with
their own money.

One of the toughest hur-
dles factng Pelosi involves
abortion. Some anti-abor-
tion Democrats say the
genate langnage 15 not suf-

irtight to
foy 3
gling with money that

plan- to poubce on
Democsats the instamt the
Senate bill becomes law,
and House and Senate par-
liamentarians eventually
preriiglod il f
e Sequence -

islative actons.
Congressional Democrats
appeared to agree with the
White House on Thursday on
ahandfulofissues. One would
close a coversge gap In the
Medicare prescription drug

might be used to subsidize
abortfons.

Others disagree, and
party leaders acknowd-
edged Thursday they
can't resolve the dispute
using budget reconcilia-
Hon rules. Instead they
hope that only a few
House Democrats who
voted for the health care
package in November will
now switch to “no”
becanse of the abortion
issue. Party leaders think
they can offset those
defections by persnading
some of the 39 House
Democrats who voted
“no” last year toswitch to
"yes!

cuss ko g gl
zed abortion “are efther
satisfied enough with the
Senate provision, or they
decide that that'sas much
asthey’re goingto getand
they don't want to defeat
health care” said Rep.
Henry Waxman, chair-
x;a of the House Energy

Commerce

Committee.
House Majority Leader
Steny Hoyer concurred
with Waxman's com-

ments.
Even if Pelosi and her
sllies can eke ovt 2 House

dmost every delaying tac-
tic they can to slow final
passage of the entire
Democratic package, even
ifthey're unable to kill #t.
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