_u k Imaging a Hew York
Aj e WHAT THE REPRODUCTIVE
make the decsonthat HEAITH ACT DOES

Tamily, and her Tutura,

< 'a' « ensures that a woman will be ahle
to have an abortion if her health is
endangered;
1 ] " - treats the regulation of abortion
A _ as an issue of public health and
medical practice, rather than as a
potential crime; and

Imagine 3 Hew York that
strengthens the rights of our
rcthars, aur sisters and our
daughters. Imagine a New

- fark that is oommittad to the
; N T gensration of women.

The Reproductive Health Act:

- guarantees awoman's right to
control her reproductive health;

 guarantees everyone the right to
use or refuse contraception.

That New York is
possible if we pass the
Reproductive Health Act.

e must act now to uphald
our stabe’s strong lejacy of
protecting wormsan's health.

WHY WE NEED THE
REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH ACT

1. Mew forkers averahielmingly support @ woman's right to
dacide when and whether bo have a child. Infact three
quarters af Mew Yorkvoters support the Reproductiva
Hzalth Act-2ven after iearing arqurments against the bille

2. Mew York's law is outdated and inadaguate. After almast
4 yaars, times have changad out cur state law still regu-

lates atortion in the criminal code and lacks protections
if awaman’s health is endangerad.

3. Mew York is not secure in relving on the federal protec-
tions providad by Aoe. State legislatures across the coun-
try have enacted over 450 bills that would ban ar restrict
aborticn, some of which are a direct challengs ta foe v
Wade, Allit takes is one of thass challenges to reach the
Suprame Court, and Roe could be overturnad,

4. Seven states have already passad laws like the Reproduc-
tive Health Act. Mew York ne=ds to reclaim our righitful
place a5 3 pro-choice lzader by passing this bill.

E. The majority of voters wouldvete for a candidate who
supports this oill* It's time for the Mew York Stats Leg-
islatura to listen to constituent v oices and suppart the
Raproductive Health Act.

* W& R&L Pro-Choice Mew York commissionad Global Strat-

agy Group toconduct & survey of registersd votars in New
Yark State. The margin of errar on the overall samplz is
+-3.5%,
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Special thanks to Jennifer Baumoardner for her assistance
and to the "1 Had an Abartion™ Project.



Tao many states are placing
= restrictions on reprod uctive
ks rights; 'm proud that Mew
York is going in the opposite
diraction and standing up for
women's haalth.

ks

JANICE TENNANT, VOTER

&5 a New York vatar, | suppart
the Reproductive Haalth Act.

| strongly belisve that each
woman has the right to make
for herself the private and p=r-
sonal decision about when and
whether to have a child.

NRMIEN

TORIES

MARION BANZHAF

When | got pragnant ry freshman year of college, it was
1971, | knew | wasn't ready to have a child, but I'was in
Flarida whare abortion was not yeb legal, and it was alsa
illegal to print ary information
about abartion. Since Roewas
nat yat the law of the land,
ane af the only places whare
you could get a legal abortion
was Hew York. Mew Yark was
at the forefront of protecting
women's rights when | neadad
help. Qwr state needs to once
again take the lead when it
COmEs to @nsuring reproduc-
Cive justica.

i

REVEREND CARLTON VEAZEY,
CLERGY MEMBER

&= amatter of faith, we sup-
port the right af allwamen to
have the full range of infar-
mation about and access ta

all their reproductiva nealth
options and the ability to make
these very personal decisions
based on their own ethical or
religicus beliefs, free from
gavernment interferanca,
Wamen's health advacates,
religicous leaders. and people
of faith need to stand together
to protect a woman's right Eo
services and allow har to fol-
Ioé her own Cconscisnce,

MAUREEN PAUL, DOCTOR

When | am caring for 3w oman,
I needto be able to use my
b=st medical judgment to treat
har, not have my hands tiad.
Az @ dockor, | taok 3 solemn
oath o protect the health and
safety of ry patiznts. But the
federal governmant has placed
incraasing restrictions on a
woman's right £o have an abor-
tior—even if har nealth is in
dandger. Mew York State nesds
to ack now to protect women,
and dactors, by making sure a
Woman is able o have an aoor-
tion if her health is endangered
at arny point in pragnancy.

Women make reproductive decisions—including abortion, adoption or
having a child—for many different reasons. While people may disagree
with some of those reasons, it is important that each woman be able to
make the decision that is right for her, her circumstances and her family.
The Reproductive Health Act will ensure that New York State continues to
stand up for a woman's ability to make her own private, personal decision.

ILENE JAROSLAW

When | b=came pregnant with my third child, svarything
lonked goad in early tests. About 17 wesks into my preg
nancy, howesvar, a sonogram showed that part of my baby's

brain was mizsing and she or THE e i
he would nat surive. Because E’h};}' R
of previous health complica- ﬁ

ticns, an abortion was the only - .
optian to protect my health and

fertility. | think it's important to
talk about this becausze while
abortion should b= a parscnal
decision, politicians try to inter-
fere. | can't imaginz what my
family and | would have gone
through if abortion weran't safe
and legal.

MORGAN COUSINS

| 'was surprised when | found out | was pregnant. lEwas a
fiumiling momant that chalknged everything | thought |
knew aboutw hic | am. &fter talking with clos= friends and
family, | decidad that wha |

am could alzs include being a
ot har, My decision ta contin-
e My pregnancy was not easy
ta maka. | knew Ehat any daci-
sion | could fiave made at that
pointwas going to changs my
life. Thie fact is. my decision is
mzre meaningful because | had
tha chaica. I is simply a8 human
right to choose what your path
in iz should ook liks, | couldn't
irmagine living in aworld whars
| had na choice at all.




