PLANNED PARENTHOOD OF NEW YORK CITY

CITY LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

Our Mission

To empower individuals to make independent, informed decisions about their sexual and reproductive lives, we provide information
and health care, and promote public policies that make those services available to all.

Planning is Power.

Promoting Comprehensive Sex
Education

With some of the highest teen pregnancy, sexually transmitted
infection (STI), and HIV rates in the nation, New York City youth are
in desperate need of lifesaving information and skills. Research
shows that comprehensive sex education programs are effective
at helping young people to make healthy decisions about sex.

Moreover, parents and caregivers support sex education in
school. In fact, in New York City, the overwhelming majority

of registered voters (84%) agree that all New York City public
school students should receive age-appropriate sex education
each year beginning in the early grades and ending when they
graduate from high school.

In response to a dire public health need in New York City,
Planned Parenthood is calling on Mayor Michael Bloomberg

to provide every young person in the public school system with
culturally competent, medically accurate, age-appropriate com-
prehensive sex education every year (K-12). Comprehensive sex
education should be an integral part of a quality education.

Ensuring Clinic Success

As health care providers, Planned Parenthood knows all too well
that even in New York City, in the year 2009, reproductive health

care centers, workers, and patients are still subject to intimidation
and harassment from protesters.

In response, Planned Parenthood has worked with New York City
Council Speaker Christine Quinn on Intro 826, the Clinic Access
Bill. This bill strengthens current laws protecting individuals’
access to reproductive health services while at the same time
respecting First Amendment constitutional rights.

Planned Parenthood believes that all women must have unencum-
bered access to reproductive health care. We look forward to the
passage of Intro 826.

Advocating for Funding for Health and
Education Services

Planned Parenthood of New York City is grateful to have

such consistent and generous support from the New York City
government. We are proud to partner with our elected officials
to expand reproductive health and education services, including
HIV education and outreach.

In 2009, Planned Parenthood will continue to advocate for
funding to support our critical work to promote the health and
well-being of all New Yorkers. In these financially challenging
times, it's more important than ever that we ensure every New
Yorker's access to safe, reliable, and affordable health care.
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