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SCOTUS Says Yes to Hobby 
Lobby, NO to Women 

 

WASHINTON DC — On 
Monday, June 30, the United States 
Supreme Court (SCOTUS) issued its 
ruling on the Burwell v Hobby Lobby 
case. This case was a battle between the 
rights of women to receive contraceptive 
coverage covered in the Affordable Care 
Act (ACA) Contraceptive Mandate and 
the rights of employers to deny benefits 
to employees based on religious beliefs.  

In a 5-4 decision, SCOTUS 
ruled in favor of Hobby Lobby and the 
implications could be far reaching. The 
ACLU of Michigan has provided a brief 
synopsis of the case: 
- The government should grant 

closely held for-profit corporations 
them the same accommodation it 
already provides nonprofit 
organization objectors. 

- Closely held corporations cannot be 
required to provide contraception 
coverage to employees.  

- Closely held corporations (not 
including publically traded 
corporations) are "persons" for 
purposes of the Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act (RFRA). 

The decision attempts to limit 
the scope of this issue to contraception, 
stating that it will not apply to other 
benefits such as blood transfusions and or 
vaccination.  Regardless of this 
narrowing of scope, it is unclear how this 
precedent will stop a flood of 
organizations who wish to discriminate 
on religious grounds. 

This decision establishes closely 
held, for profit companies as people 
under the RFA and as such, these 
corporations have “religions.” The Court 
said, in effect, that companies owned by 
a family or a small group of individuals 
can be exempt from federal requirements 
if they can demonstrate that the owners 
operate the company as an extension of  

 

their religious beliefs and that the federal 
requirement is contrary to those beliefs.  

While this ruling does not strike 
down the Affordable Care Act’s birth 
control benefit, it will have real 
consequences for those women affected 
by this case.  At this point, it is 
impossible to know how many 
corporations will seek religious 
exemptions and how many women will 
be affected.  

 

Supreme Court Unanimously 
Strikes Down 35-foot Buffer Zones 

 

WASHINGTON DC — On 
Tuesday, June 26, the United States 
Supreme Court (SCOTUS) struck down a 
Massachusetts law establishing a 35-foot 
protest-free zone outside abortion clinics. 
With a unanimous vote, the Supreme 
Court held that such buffer zones violate 
an individual’s First Amendment right to 
free speech. 

Opponents of buffer zones argue 
that they should be able to legally 
provide “peaceful” counseling to women 
as they walk in to private appointments. 
In the words of Charmaine Yoest, 
president of Americans United for Life, 
protestors should have the right to 
“[offer] women life-affirming alternatives 
to abortion.”  

For those who work at or have 
visited abortion clinics, the reality of 
protesting is far from peaceful. Women 
feel harassed, threatened, and shamed 
daily as they attempt to make their way to 
appointments. Silent prayer or peaceful 
counseling is often a front for sickening 
signs, video cameras, megaphones, and 
worse. 

According to the National 
Abortion Federation, there have been 8 
murders, 17 attempted murders, 42 
bombings, 181 arsons, and thousands of 
incidents of criminal activity since 1977. 
With this terrifying history, a buffer zone 
is needed for the security of staff and  
 

 

patients alike.  
Fourteen years ago, Colorado’s 

8-foot buffer zone was upheld by the 
Supreme Court, but authorities in the 
state ended up expanding the zone to 35 
feet after finding just 8 ineffective in 
protecting clinics. Upholding a 35 foot 
zone would have given authorities around 
the country the space they needed to 
ensure that no illegal acts of intimidation 
or violence could be perpetrated.  

This case gives priority to 
protestors’ speech over women’s privacy 
and safety. We must continue to fight for 
a safe space for ourselves and the women 
& families we serve. 
 

 Planned Parenthood at Pride! 
 

On June 14, Planned 
Parenthood joined over 80 local 
organizations, churches, and businesses 
in Grand Rapids to celebrate The 
Network’s 25th Annual Pride Parade & 
Festival. Roughly 7,000 allies for 
LGBTQ Rights came out for the event. 

Over a dozen Planned 
Parenthood staffers and volunteers came 
out to walk in the parade.  

 
The Pride Festival was packed! 

Eight Planned Parenthood volunteers 
spent the day talking to hundreds of 
people, handing out Planned Parenthood 
materials and getting 240 people to join 
our Action Alert list!  

It was a proud day for Planned 
Parenthood. We greatly appreciate the 
opportunity to be a part of this important 
event! 
Editor: Dani Vilella, dani.vilella@ppmchoice.org 
Sources: PPAM, PPFA, ACLU of MI 
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