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W e’ve always known that we have 
the best donors and supporters 

around, but this winter your dedication to our 
mission shone through during a dramatic series 
of events.
 On the last day of January, when the Susan 
G. Komen Foundation announced that it would 
stop providing funds for breast cancer screenings 
at Planned Parenthoods nationwide, you raised 
your voices up to the sky. A local anonymous 
donor issued a $300,000 challenge grant in 
February, and you helped us to meet that 
match in less than five weeks.  
 We were thrilled to have more than 500 of you 
join us at our 46th Annual Dinner Celebration 
on March 6. Your sponsorships, attendance, 
participation in our Condom Grab Bag and 

enthusiastic bidding at our Silent Auction helped 
to raise more than $140,000 for the event. [A full 
write-up about the evening is on page 10.]
 Finally, after only a few weeks’ rest, you joined 
us in The Giving Challenge, a fundraising event 
sponsored by local foundations. More than 250 
unique donors contributed $42,572 in individual 
gifts, qualifying us for over $7,500 in bonus 
and matching grants. After all of the additional 
awards and grants were totaled, we had raised 
more than $55,000. We offer our thanks to the 
Community Foundation of Sarasota County, 
Gulf Coast Community Foundation, Manatee 
Community Foundation, and the Patterson 
Foundation for this amazing opportunity.
 And thank you for making this challenging 
year one of our most successful.

In thIs Issue:

Winter ‘flurry’ – thank you for 
‘showering’ us with support!

ThankYou!
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Dear Friends,
 As this roller-coaster of our fiscal year winds down, I can’t help but 

sigh – it feels like every letter I’ve written to you in recent memory 
has started along the same lines: “Oh what a year it has been.” It 
wouldn’t be wrong to again start this message the same way.

  From the national fight for Planned Parenthood’s life last spring 
against Congressional efforts to defund Planned Parenthood and 
all family planning programs; to this winter’s Komen Foundation 
defunding controversy; to battles in state legislatures across the 
U.S. (and most definitely in Florida!) for women’s access to 

health care; to the continued battle with the Catholic Church and Congress for birth control 
coverage with no co-pay … it’s been one step forward and three steps back. At times the fight 
is exhausting. But I assure you: we will NEVER give up. Our patients – we provided more than 
77,000 patient visits this year – need us.

 Because it’s easy to become wrapped up in a “battleground mentality” given current events, 
I would like to refocus the conversation on what we have been able to do – with your support – 
for our patients:

 Nationally, our health centers serve three million patients every year. Women and their 
families come to us for lifesaving cancer screenings for cervical and breast cancer (we are one 
of the largest cancer screeners in the nation); prevention and treatment of sexually transmitted 
diseases; birth control; comprehensive gynecological exams; HIV testing; vasectomies; and 
educational health counseling. 

 Planned Parenthood is here for moms and dads who might be uncertain about – or just 
don’t know how – to talk to their teens about sex. We’re here for schools and young people who 
need sex education programs that address topics from abstinence to birth control. We’re here to 
protect teens and encourage them to talk with their parents.

 Planned Parenthood is an essential community health care provider, with 800 health centers 
across the country, 24 of which are right here in Florida. And our affiliate serves patients in 
seven health centers – in Tampa, St. Petersburg, Bradenton, Lakeland, Winter Haven, Sarasota 
and Ft. Myers. 

 Thank YOU for helping us be here for the women, men and families who need us. Thank you 
for continuing to stand with Planned Parenthood. After almost 100 years, with your support we 
will be here for our patients – no matter what!

With gratitude,

Barbara A. Zdravecky
President/CEO
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More than 100 advocates from across Florida traveled to Tallahassee in late February for Planned Parenthood’s 
annual Lobby Day . A rousing press conference was held on the steps of the Old Capitol with some of the  

dedicated pro-choice legislators who “Stand with Planned Parenthood!”

Report on the 2012 Florida 
State Legislature

Here in Florida, the war on women is in high gear. In 2011, we saw 18 invasive, dangerous, and 
offensive anti-choice bills filed in the Florida Legislature. The Governor signed four of them into 

law, while a fifth will be placed on our 2012 ballot – an amendment to the Florida constitution that 
hurts women’s health and privacy protections. 
 As if that wasn’t enough, this year nine anti-choice bills were introduced during Florida’s legislative 
session. We are very happy to report, however, that the 2012 Legislative session ended without any anti-
choice bills being passed – even though the anti-choice politicians tried hard. Bills that would have 
endangered women’s health did pass out of Florida House and Senate committees, and anti-choice 
leadership tried to break protocol to cram legislation through in the final days of session. But because 
our supporters stood strong with Planned Parenthood and contacted their elected officials to let them 
know that women’s health matters, we were able to beat back all the anti-choice bills this year. A big 
“thank you” to all of our wonderful advocates! 

At the state and federal levels, we are 
witnessing one of the most devastating 

legislative assaults on women’s health care ever. 
Last year more than 1,000 anti-choice bills were 
introduced in state legislatures across the country. 
The U.S. House of Representatives, currently 
dominated by anti-choice politicians, not only 
tried to defund America’s family planning 
program (Title X), they attempted to prohibit 
Planned Parenthood from receiving any federal 
funds whatsoever – funds that help prevent 

unintended pregnancies and sexually transmitted 
diseases, and detect breast and cervical cancer 
early. This year, even birth control is an issue, with 
the U.S. House of Representatives voting to allow 
employers to deny women insurance coverage for 
birth control. Thankfully, the U.S. Senate voted 
against this attempt and the bill failed. 
 Whether they are here in the Florida State 
House or up in the U.S. Capitol, anti-choice 
elected politicians have been playing a cruel game 
of politics at the expense of women’s health.

The national war on women
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Vote NO on Amendment 6!

One of Planned Parenthood’s highest priorities for the coming election is the defeat 
of Amendment 6, an attempt to change Florida’s Constitution. This amendment 

would erode a woman’s privacy rights. The Florida Constitution currently contains a very 
strong right to privacy – much stronger, in fact, than is contained in the U.S. Constitution. 
Amendment 6 would abolish this right as it pertains to women’s abortion rights and many 
surrounding issues. It is an unconscionable attempt to deny women their rights, and it must 
be defeated on Nov. 6!
 Planned Parenthood will need everyone’s help over the next six months in the fight 
against this amendment. Amendment 6 would allow the politicians in Tallahassee to interfere 
with a woman’s personal decision-making and to put a woman’s health in danger by not 
giving her all the options she has the right to have.
 We urge our supporters to help us raise voters’ awareness of this dangerous amendment 
– and to urge everyone to VOTE NO on Amendment 6 in order to protect Florida women’s 
health.

More than 500 staff and board members from across the U.S. converged on 
Portland, Ore. for Planned Parenthood’s 2012 Annual Conference. At the closing 

night dinner, our CEO Barbara Zdravecky was pleased to meet and thank Sandra Fluke, 
Georgetown law student and Congressional heroine, for her outspoken support of 
women’s access to basic health care, including birth control. 
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A radical, rollicking retirement

Wendy Sears Grassi, Director of Public Affairs 
at Planned Parenthood since 1996, 

recently announced her retirement. CEO Barbara 
Zdravecky says, “Wendy has been a tireless 
advocate for women’s health access over 
the years and has inspired thousands of 
activists of all ages to stand with Planned 
Parenthood, no matter what. She has 
built a small army of committed 
volunteers who mobilize to rally, 
participate in phone banks, write 
letters to the editor, email legislators, 
organize press conferences and, 
most importantly, VOTE.” 
 She continues, “Wendy has been 
the face of Planned Parenthood 
on the ground and she leaves a legacy 
of successful initiatives from Sarasota to 
Tallahassee to Washington, D.C. I am very proud to have had her lead our public affairs team.”
 In our next newsletter we’ll talk more about the work of our new Grassroots Outreach 
Manager, Caitlyn Miller, as well as our new Vice President of Public Policy and Communications, 
whom we’ll be hiring in the next few weeks. We talked with Wendy about her tenure at Planned 
Parenthood, as well as what she’s looking forward to next. 

What are some of your fondest  
memories here?
The growth of the affiliate has been unbelievable 
– from all of us stuffed into 1958 Prospect 
Street to this amazing three-story headquarters 
building. Also, the innumerable rallies we held 
for women’s reproductive rights – from the 
streets of Sarasota to the steps of Tallahassee’s 
capitol, to the mall in Washington, D.C. in 
2004. Our advocates and supporters are the best 
anywhere – dedicated to our mission and full of 
energy!

What are your plans after June 30?
Politics! I’ll still be consulting with Planned 

Parenthood, and my first assignment will be to 
help coordinate a Planned Parenthood rally at 
the Republican National Convention in Tampa 
in late August.

What will you miss about this position?
I’ll miss my colleagues, our volunteers and 
our advocates – and I’ll miss being able to say 
“I work for Planned Parenthood,” which has 
always made me so proud.

Anything else you’d like to share with 
your Public Affairs volunteer team?
Retired or not, I’m not done: I’ll be working with 
all of you to defeat bad bills, support good bills 
and always protect our right to choice!
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Over the last decade, more and more studies 
have shown us that pap smears (cervical 

cancer screening tests) don’t need to be done 
yearly. Research has found that decreasing the 
frequency of pap smears to once every 3 years still 
provides for early detection of cervical cancer, 
but prevents women from having unnecessary 
testing. 
 To that end, in March of this year the American 
Cancer Society, the US Preventive Services Task 
Force, and The American Society for Colposcopy 
and Cervical Pathology issued joint guidelines 
that recommend that women have pap smears 
starting at age 21 and ending at age 65, and that 
those tests be done every 3 years. For women over 
30 with no history of abnormal paps, who also 

have a negative HPV test, the test frequency can 
be decreased to every 5 years. 
 For most women, this is a big change 
from what they’ve been told in the past. When 
presented with this information, many women 
are thrilled to avoid an unnecessary test and 
others want to talk with their provider to make 
sure that less frequent testing will be appropriate 
for their situation. Regardless of their response to 
this change, however, it is important for women 
to remember that even though they may not 
require a pap smear every year, they should still 
have regular medical care. This may include 
breast examinations, blood pressure screening 
and sexually transmitted infection testing, as well 
as other preventive services. 

Planned Parenthood encourages community 
to ‘GYT’ (Get Yourself Tested)

On April 24, six Planned Parenthood of Southwest and Central Florida health centers offered free 
chlamydia/gonorrhea and HIV testing (the state Department of Health test) and rapid HIV tests 

at a steeply discounted rate. More than 150 patients took part in GYT, a national campaign supported by 
a broad coalition of partners, including Planned Parenthood Federation of America, the Kaiser Family 
Foundation and MTV, designed to address the high rates of STDs among those under 25.  In Sarasota, 
our SOURCE Theatre presented “The First Time Club,” an HIV awareness play, in conjunction with the 
GYT campaign.

Medical update:
 No more

yearly paps!
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O n April 9, Planned Parenthood of 
Southwest and Central Florida took flight 

on the Starship Speculum and implemented our 
Enterprise Practice Management System (EPM), 
the first part of our full transition to Electronic 
Health Records (EHR). Under the direction of 
our “Admiral” and VP of Finance Pauline Parrish 
and our 10 “Starship Officers,” we have enjoyed 
a smooth inaugural ride. Our patient services, 
finance, and IT (information technology) staff 
have worked tirelessly and invested hundreds of 
hours to make this launch successful. As we look 
toward 2013 and the full implementation of EHR, 
we continue to customize our system, finding new 
shortcuts that make our daily tasks simpler and 
help us best serve our patients.
 This progress is particularly exciting because 
our patient software now provides for data 
continuity with the majority of our sister Planned 

EHR initiative ‘takes off’

(From l-r) Assistant Call Center Manager Heather Walding, Director of Patient Services Melissa Papania, and  
Vice President of Clinical Operations Deanna Obregon explore the Enterprise Practice Management System

Parenthood affiliates. Since most of our patients 
are between the ages of 18-34, this network will 
help them to easily maintain their healthcare as 
they move within our service area and throughout 
the country, and will facilitate new patients’ 
transition into our affiliate. 
 Our two-year EHR implementation is 
budgeted to cost just under $900,000, including 
servers, desktops, tablets, software, ongoing staff 
training and costs associated with implementing 
any new systems and procedures – and migrating 
information on our current 27,000 patients to 
the new system. During the past six months we 
have raised – through grants, pledges and gift 
designations – more than $630,000; we invite our 
community of supporters and advocates to invest 
in our 21st century EHR system to guarantee that 
we can continue to serve our patients after the 
Affordable Care Act takes effect.
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We’ve been thrilled at the growth of our 
Voices for Planned Parenthood, or “VOX” 

chapters at college campuses throughout our 
affiliate, and welcomed them to a training at 
Eckerd College in February. VOX members worked 
with our Outreach Educators to develop plans 
for outreach on campus, talked about upcoming 
events they wanted to host, and expressed their 
desire to further expand their knowledge of our 
medical services. As you can see from our County 
Updates, these chapters have had a full schedule of 
activities!

 In addition to working with VOX chapters, our 
Outreach Educators have been expanding their 
marketing efforts within the community. Staff 
members have been working with volunteers in 
the health centers to conduct patient surveys on 
our programs, services and marketing efforts; the 
team is looking forward to working on a voter 
engagement initiative, set to launch this summer.
 We’re also exploring new partnerships: Kathy 
Dobson has been working with the Polk County 
band “Black Tides Roll” – she describes them as 
a “30- to 40-something band of hard rocker guys.” 

They’ve offered to pass 
out condoms, buttons and 
other Planned Parenthood 
materials at events such as 
the MayFaire in Lakeland 
on May 12, as well as at their 
concerts in Polk County, 
Tampa and Orlando. 

Education and Outreach UPDATES

SOURCE wins ADDY Awards
The SOURCE Theatre and Video Productions recently won three ADDY Awards from the American 

Advertising Federation-Suncoast. The local competition is the first level of the advertising 
industry’s largest and most representative creative competition. The SOURCE, led by producer/director 
KT Curran, won Silver ADDYs for its HIV prevention PSA, “There Was That Time”; for “Ask Her,” a PSA 
about prescription drug overdose; and an ADDY for a series of four PSAs on substance abuse. All of the 
PSAs were written and produced with the help of our amazing SOURCE volunteers, who worked long 
hours on these projects. All of the commercials have been shown on TV, on the Internet, and in local 
high schools for thousands of young adults in our community. 

Students at the February 2012 
VOX training came from several 
college campuses, including 
USF Tampa, USF St . Petersburg, 
Eckerd College and New College
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Jodie & Jan
Chapin

Volunteer Spotlight

Jodie and Jan Chapin are a dynamic mother/
daughter duo who have spent countless hours 

creating the extremely popular condom leis for 
our many events. Jodie and Jan were first brought 
in to Planned Parenthood by their friend and 
fellow volunteer Carolyn Fitzpatrick – they soon 
found their calling as “Condom Queens,” and 
have made sure that we always have 
leis at hand!
 Since that fateful beginning, 
they’ve continued to volunteer 
regularly, coming in to stock up on 
supplies while delivering countless  
hangers full of leis. They’ve also 
upgraded our methods by using a 
special needle (originally used for 
sewing dolls) to string the condoms 
more quickly, and have helped out 
with numerous other outreach 
projects.  We’re so thankful for this 
wonderful team and all they do for us. 
 Jodie was born and raised in Yorba 
Linda, Calif., where she lived until she 
graduated from Mexico City College 
(now the University of the Americas) 
in 1950. She pursued a career in insurance, spent 
a number of years at home with her children, 
and started her own company (Jodie’s Kitchen), 
which she sold in 1985. After her husband passed 
away in 2010, she moved to Sarasota to be closer 
to her daughter, Jan. She feels that Planned 
Parenthood “fills a very important need in a way 
that no other organization does.”

 Jan was born in California and grew up north 
of Chicago, Ill. where her parents’ involvement in 
various community activities laid a foundation 
for giving back that influenced both her and her 
sister. She has fond memories of using Planned 
Parenthood herself, and also says that “the work 
done at Planned Parenthood – fundraising, 
education, advocacy, and access to women’s 
health – is so important for all of us.”
 After being transferred from Chicago to 
Sarasota, Jan has embraced the challenge of 
raising awareness in this more conservative 
political climate (and seeing palm trees every 
day has helped to make those conversations a bit 
more pleasant). 

Jodie and Jan Chapin

 In addition to their work with Planned 
Parenthood, Jan and Jodie are involved with 
a number of other local groups, including the 
Tampa Bay Beagle Rescue, Smile Train, and other 
progressive causes. They’re looking forward to 
the summer and helping us replenish our stock 
of leis for next year’s event season. 
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On March 6, we held our Annual Dinner 
Celebration, our largest annual fundraiser, 

at the Sarasota Municipal Auditorium. The 
evening brought together 530 friends for a catered 
dinner, silent auction and words of inspiration, 
courtesy of Planned Parenthood Federation of 
America President Cecile Richards. Prior to the 
main event, Richards and affiliate CEO Barbara 
Zdravecky addressed sponsors and members 
of the local media at a sponsor reception/
press conference, discussing state and national 
legislation impeding women’s access to health 

care; the Komen defunding controversy; and how 
Planned Parenthood is changing its business 
model to address the Affordable Health Care Act. 
 Our main event opened with a rousing march 
into the venue as Voices for Planned Parenthood 
(VOX) participants, members of the affiliate’s 
SOURCE Theatre group and performers from 
the Westcoast Black Theatre Troupe held “I 
Stand with Planned Parenthood” signs and 
belted out “Brand New Day” from “The Wiz.” 
The audience sprang to their feet and cheered 
the youth advocates on. Noted journalist and 

civil libertarian Robyn Blumner was 
honored for her work, her courage and 
her unwavering belief in human rights. 
It was a tremendously successful night 
for Southwest and Central Florida – 
we netted over $140,000. Many thanks 
to event co-chairs Peggy and Ken Abt, 
and silent auction chair Frank Buffone 
for their vision and hard work, and to 
all of the supporters who came out to 
make the night a truly memorable and 
successful occasion.

Annual Dinner Celebration

PPFA President  
Cecile Richards 
(center) with event 
co-chairs Ken and 
Peggy Abt

Singers from the Westcoast Black Theatre Troupe entertain at the gala, 
surrounded by PPSWCF VOX members

do
n 

da
ly

 ph
ot

o

do
n 

da
ly

 ph
ot

o



11

Become a 
Legacy Partner We can’t thank our donors enough for their 

commitment to sexual health, human rights, 
and family planning, and helping assure prevention 
and health services are available to those in need in our 
community. Given the current economic uncertainty, 
some of our donors have shared that they can’t make 
as big a gift as they’d like to help those with little or no 
health insurance and they worry about the future for 
our young adults.
 We can offer a way for our donors to make an 
impact for generations to come – by including Planned 
Parenthood of Southwest and Central Florida in their 
estate plans. Including Planned Parenthood in your will, 
trust, IRA, or as a beneficiary for your life insurance will 
increase our capacity to meet the current and growing 
need for subsidized services.  
 One of the estate vehicles we can offer through our 
national office is a Charitable Gift Annuity, a contract 
between you and Planned Parenthood in which 
Planned Parenthood agrees to make fixed lifetime 
income payments to you in exchange for a contribution. 
 With interest rates at a record low, wouldn’t you like 
to find something paying six percent or more?
 With a Planned Parenthood Charitable Gift Annuity, 
you can make a gift that supports family planning 
and receive fixed, lifetime payments and a 
charitable deduction!
 You decide how your legacy will help us – you 
determine whether your gift is unrestricted or directed 
to a particular program or into our Endowment fund.
 When you include Planned Parenthood of Southwest 
and Central Florida in your will and estate plans, you 
join our Margaret Sanger Legacy Society. You help 
ensure that young women and men will continue to 
receive low-cost health care and responsible messages 
of prevention and safety.
 Please call Jan Chester at (941) 365.3913, ext. 1113 
with questions or for more information.
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Hillsborough County
Our first-ever Safe Sex event in Tampa, “The 
Art of Safe Sex – Join the Masquerade,” was an 
unqualified success, attracting 200 costumed 
or masked guests who enjoyed hors d’oeuvres, 
cocktails, DJ and dancing, and a special birthday 
surprise for our CEO Barbara Zdravecky’s 
birthday. Highlights of the evening included 
the decadent make-your-own donut bar, the 
beauty of the Tampa Museum of Art – which was 
heightened by strategic décor and artful lighting 
– the photo booth (with fun and naughty props), 
the cigar bar, and the glorious weather, which 
lured attendees outdoors for most of the night. 
Many thanks are in order for event co-chairs 
Sara Scher, Natalie Rella and Loy Skaggs for 
their enthusiasm and hard work, and to all staff 
members who volunteered their time toward 
making the event a success. We’re looking forward 
to continuing our outreach efforts in Tampa Bay 
with another Safe Sex offering next year!

Nan spoke to the campus Wellness Director and 
is hoping to inform and engage more Southwest 
College students in the classroom. This work will 
complement other outreach efforts in Lee County, 
including programs with City of Palms High 
School, Heritage Institute for Medical Students, 
Oasis Youth Shelter and health fairs and education 
at Edison State College. Nan is currently working 
on tabling at least once per month at Edison to 
provide information and education, and collect 
advocacy sign-ups near their cafeteria during 
lunch time. She is scheduled to speak to Edison’s 
Resident Advisors in August when the school 
officially opens its new 400-bed dormitory.

Art of Safe Sex co-chairs Loy Skaggs, Sara Scher and 
Natalie Rella
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Lee County 
During a health fair at Southwest College of 
Florida in Fort Myers, Nan Gould, one of Planned 
Parenthood’s Outreach Educators, was able to 
sign up 30 new advocates, collect a $50 donation 
from a professor, hand out 40 coupons for services, 
give two employees 50 “safe is sexy” condoms to 
pass out to students, and use the “So You Think 
You’re a Sexpert” wheel as a vehicle to educate 
and encourage participants to visit our table. 

The Wellness Director and 
a student at Southwest 

College playing the 
Sexpert game

Manatee County
In February, Planned Parenthood’s SOURCE 
Theatre hosted a Charity Bar Night at the Polo 
Grill and Bar in Lakewood Ranch. Attendees were 
invited to bask in happy hour drink prices all 
night and bid on fabulous gift baskets filled with 
goodies donated from the community. Drinks were 
served by Sarasota’s most fabulous “Celebrity” 

Our CEO and celebrity bartender Barbara Zdravecky 
(second from left) with fellow SOURCE supporters  

during Charity Bar Night
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Bartenders: the dynamic duo of SOURCE 
Assistant Director Zara Barrie (the event planner 
for this hip and fun event) and Eduardo Anaya, 
a SOURCE member and local blogger for young 
professionals; Lynn and Richie Barrie; Molly and 
Kelly Klauber; Tatyana Sharoubim; and our very 
own CEO of Planned Parenthood of Southwest 
and Central Florida, Barbara Zdravecky! One 
hundred percent of all tips were donated to the 
SOURCE Theatre, raising more than $2,400 
dollars for Planned Parenthood. The event was a 
positive evening to support a wonderful cause – 
the SOURCE – changing the world through art 
and theatre.

Pinellas County
On May 5, friends and potential new friends 
gathered at St. Petersburg’s freeFall Theatre 
for a champagne and hors d’oeuvres reception, 
performance of “In the Next Room,” or “The 
Vibrator Play,” and a talk-back with the director 
and actors from the show, and short presentation 
about Planned Parenthood by our Vice President 
of Medical Affairs, Dr. Sujatha Prabhakaran. The 
intimate theater and edgy and humorous subject 
matter kept the guests engaged and made for a 
fascinating talk-back once the “curtain fell.”

parenting skills, and goal setting. At the end of this 
training, students become the caretakers of the 
infant simulators for five days. This “Baby Think 
It Over” program is the final step of their course 
– bringing what they’ve learned in classroom out 
into the rest of their lives. Most of the students 
have very similar reactions: they just can’t believe 
how much work it is! 
 Kathy also serves as the staff liaison for our 
Voices for Planned Parenthood (VOX) chapter 
on the USF Polytechnic campus.  At the USF 
Polytechnic ‘s awards ceremony on April 27, our 
VOX group won two well-deserved awards. It was 
honored with the Best New Organization and the 
all-around Most Outstanding Organization. Both 
presenters gave speeches explaining the awards 
and the chapter was thanked for the amazing 
contributions it has made to the campus and 
its impact on students. Some of the programs 
executed by VOX over the course of the year 
included the “Repeal Hyde” art installation and 
Safe Sex Week, which is known at school for 
the condom-a-thon and vulva cupcakes. The 
chapter’s campus advisor, Diane, was there with 
a number of supportive VOX members, including 
Justine Feagles, a Planned Parenthood staff 
member and VOX chapter leader.

Mark and past Board 
member Wendy 
Durand during the 
Patron sponsor 
reception at the 
freeFall Theatre event

Polk County
A few years ago, Kathy Dobson, our educator in 
Polk County, was gifted with infant simulators 
that act like ‘live’ infants. They are used after 
students go through an intensive sex-ed program, 
with classes on healthy communication and 
relationships, anatomy, contraceptive choices, 

(From l-r) Mike, Castor, Sara, David, Diane, Justine 
Feagles and Mark during the USF Polytechnic awards

Sarasota County 
On April 24, we welcomed donors who have 
supported our prevention education programs 
including our SOURCE Theatre, to a performance 
of the “First Time Club,” an HIV awareness play, 
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You’re at your neighbor’s gossipy 
summer cocktail party, and you’ve 
found yourself standing next to 
Blanche . She’s a talker, all right, 
and tonight she’s running on and 
on about a New York Times guest 
column she just read by a woman 
who had had an abortion and was 
unapologetic about it . Blanche tells 
you that if she ever had an abortion 
(“and I certainly haven’t!”), she’d 
be too ashamed ever to talk about 
it, let alone write a column . You 
thought that the columnist was 
saying something that was long 
overdue . You say to Blanche:

Cocktail Party Conversation

“You know, I recently learned that one in three American 
women has an abortion by the time she reaches the 

age of 45. Abortion, Blanche, is common – and legal! Yet 
it’s surrounded by a culture of shame promoted by people 
who don’t believe women should have control over their own 
bodies and their own personal decisions. Having an abortion 
shouldn’t be a shameful secret. Acknowledging it helps support 
honest discourse and enables women to take ownership of 
our decisions and our bodies. Those who want to share their 
experiences should not be ashamed of making that choice. As 
the woman who wrote that guest column stated, ‘I don’t have 
to be ashamed or terrified, because brave women before me 
fought to make abortion legal, have gone public with their 
stories of shame and terror [when abortion was illegal] and 
made sure that no woman ever again has to die from a back-
alley abortion or bear an unwanted child.’”

County Updates  continued

Kings of the Neverworld: Liebe & Billy Gamble • Tervis
Zombie Brides: Mark Steinwachs & Jarred Wilson
Headless Horsemen: INfluence Boutique • Jennifer McAlister & Denver J. Stutler Jr. •  

Sarasota Architectural Salvage • Kyla & David Weiner
Creatures Under the Bed: Heather Dunhill & Ted Meekma • Ludwig-Walpole Insurance  

Agency • Andrew Martineau • Mercedes Medical • Relationship Dynamics, LLC
Undertaker’s Widow: Jessica Holmes Interiors • June Simmons Designs
Media Partners: The HuB • Scene Magazine • Three Kitcheneers • WTBZ-FM/105.9 The Buzz
In-Kind Donors: Apple Jelly Studios • Asolo Theatre • Creative Coyote Designs •  

Hyatt Regency Sarasota • Kinky Kitty • RISE • Siesta Key Rum • SignZoo •  
Spotlight Graphics • Sunny Day Soap Company • VeronicaPastore, LLC

Thank you to our 2011 Safe Sex: Halloween Bash sponsors

at our Sarasota headquarters. In addition to the 
performance, attendees enjoyed a talkback with 
the cast and a discussion with a SOURCE member 
who had attended the Planned Parenthood 
Youth Advocacy gathering in Portland, Ore. in 
conjunction with our national Annual Meeting. 
The production will continue with performances 
in area high schools.

Vice President Jan Chester with supporters Lynn and 
Rich Barrie during the April 24 SOURCE performance
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Board of Directors 2011-2012
Carolyn Johnson, Chair
Carol poteat-Buchanan, Vice Chair
renee richardson Kling, Vice Chair
Kenneth C. edelin, md, Secretary
susan B. grundy, Cpa, Treasurer
gerri aaron, peggy abt; Judy Cahn; Wendy gingerich;  
Judy goldenberg; Judy morris-hardy; nancy natilson;  
tom nolan; gregory J. porges, esq.; h. sara golding scher;  
Clare segall; Charurut somboonwit, md; Krista toomre, md; 
Kyla Weiner; marielle Westerman, Jd/mBa; sally yanowitz
Barbara a. Zdravecky, President/CEO
Jan l. Chester, VP of External Affairs
deanna obregon, VP of Clinical Business Operations
pauline parrish, VP of Finance/CFO
sujatha prabhakaran, md, mph, FaCog, Medical Director

Planned Parenthood® of Southwest 
and Central Florida
Gompertz Family Regional Headquarters
736 Central Ave .
Sarasota, Florida 34236
Phone 941.365.3913 • Fax 941.957.1050

Choice Notes is a Quarterly Publication
Spring 2012 • May 28, 2012
Volume 18, Issue 4

planned parenthood® and the “nested ps” are registered 
trademarks of planned parenthood® Federation of america

MyPlannedParenthood.org 
PlannedParenthood.org 
“Like” us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter: @PlannedParSWCFL
Read us at FeroniaProject.org

a Copy oF the oFFiCial registration and FinanCial inFormation may Be oBtained From the division oF Consumer serviCes By Calling 
toll-Free (1-800-435-7352) Within the state oF Florida. registration does not imply endorsement, approval or reCommendation By 

the state. 100% of each contribution is received by planned parenthood of southwest and Central Florida, inc. (registration # Ch934)

Impact
Special thanks to the following organizations and foundations: 

The Brunckhorst Foundation for its gift in support of our ongoing services and mission.

The William Stamps Farish Fund for its support of our Hillsborough County  
programs and services.

H. Gladstone & Betty Pritchard McKeon Foundation at the Community Foundation of 
Sarasota County for a gift of support to help meet the challenge put forth in response  

to the Komen Foundation actions this winter.

Polo Grill and Bar/Fete Catering & Ballroom for hosting an evening to raise funds  
in support of our SOURCE Theatre program.

Roberts Family Foundation for support of our Lee County services and programs.

Sarasota County Foundation for support of our electronic health records transition initiative.

Stillinger Charitable Trust for support of our electronic health records transition initiative.

Mission Statement
The mission of Planned Parenthood of Southwest and Central Florida, Inc . is to ensure the right of all individuals 

to manage their sexual and reproductive health by providing medical services, education, and advocacy .
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