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Sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) are a serious 
issue in South Dakota and nationwide. Rates of chla-
mydia, gonorrhea, and syphilis in the state continue 
to increase, and HIV/AIDS remains a critical concern. 
South Dakota rates of infection are disproportionate-
ly shouldered by men and women ages 15–24, with 

communities of color 
facing considerable 
infection disparities. 
Many cases of STDs 
cause no symptoms, 
and the only way for 
people to know their 
status is to get tested. 
In an effort to combat 
this persistent pub-
lic health problem, 
Planned Parenthood, 
along with community 

partners, is administering free testing for STDs during 
the last week of April.

CHLAMYDIA

Chlamydia is the most commonly reported infectious 
disease nationally and in South Dakota, with 4,110 
cases identified in the state in 2014. Rates of 
chlamydia have increased every year since 2008 and 
have especially impacted young people, women, and 
communities of color. Actual chlamydia rates are even 
higher than those reported because most people 
with chlamydia show no symptoms and thus, do not 
seek testing. If left untreated, chlamydia can have 
devastating long-term health effects including pelvic 
inflammatory disease and infertility.

GONORRHEA

Gonorrhea rates in South Dakota have steadily 
increased over the past two decades with 847 new 
cases reported in 2014. Women and men between 
the ages of 15–24 accounted for over half of the 
reported cases, and the state’s minority groups suffer 
significant disparities. Like chlamydia, gonorrhea is 
often present without symptoms. If left untreated, it 
can lead to serious health problems for both men and 
women, including pelvic inflammatory disease, higher 
risk for ectopic pregnancy, epididymitis, and in rare 
cases, infertility or death.

SYPHILIS 

There has been an alarming increase in syphilis 
rates in South Dakota over the past three years and 
2014 saw an all-time high of 79 reported cases, with 
men and women ages 15–24 representing 41% of 
the reported cases. Symptoms of syphilis include 
round sores on the body. Syphilis is curable in its 
early stages, but if left untreated can result in brain 
damage, heart disease, blindness, and even death.

HIV/AIDS

Though there were slightly fewer cases of HIV 
reported in South Dakota in 2014 than the previous 
year, the disease still has a considerable impact in 
the state, with 31 new cases reported in 2014. In 
2013, an estimated 515 people were living with 
HIV/AIDS in South Dakota, the majority of whom 
reside in Minnehaha County. As health disparities 
persisit, African Americans and American Indians are 
disproportionately affected. Medication is available 
to treat HIV and slow its progression to Stage III 
(AIDS), while dramatically improving the infected 
person’s health, but treatment must be taken for the 
rest of the person’s life.

TESTING AND TREATMENT—
GET YOURSELF TESTED CAMPAIGN 2015

Planned Parenthood has teamed 
up with Sioux Falls community 
partners: the Center for Equality, 
the Multi-Cultural Center, and 
Kilian Community College, to 

combat the issue of sexually 
transmitted diseases in Sioux Falls. 

Free HIV/STD tests will be available:

• Tuesday, April 28, 3 p.m.–7 p.m. 
Center for Equality

• Wednesday, April 29, 10 a.m.–7 p.m.  
Sioux Falls Planned Parenthood

• Friday, May 1, 11 a.m.–2 p.m. 
Kilian Community College

For more information: PPMNS.ORG
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