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3 Health Matters

Health Care Reform: 
What’s next for PPSBVSLO patients?
There are lots of questions buzzing about health care reform 
now that the implementation of the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA) is just months away — January 2014. We want you 
to know one thing for sure. Our health centers and services 
will be a vital part of this new health care landscape, and we 
will continue to be here for everyone who needs reproductive 
health care.

As President/CEO Cheryl Rollings put it, “With 
the huge influx of people who will 
be eligible for Medi-Cal and private 
health insurance for the first time, 
our capacity will be desperately 
needed. We already know how to 
serve these new patients. We have 
bi-lingual, culturally competent staff 
members and have expanded our 
evening and weekend hours. There’s 
no question in my mind that we’ll be 
needed more than ever.”

Leading the Way
Our staff is busy preparing for 

this landmark shift in the delivery of 
health care. 

 9 We have already converted to 
electronic medical records which links patient 
information at all five health centers and enhances 
the continuity of care for patients.

 9 Our public policy team is hard at work educating 
health center staff about the new law and creating 
informational materials for patients.

 9 Community health educators are including a 
segment on health care reform in classroom and 
community presentations. They are also available to 
students, parents and other professionals to answer 
questions. 

 9 In Santa Maria, our trained Promotora program 
participants — who are bi-cultural, bi-lingual and 
trusted community members — will go door-to-door 
in neighborhoods where residents are likely to be 
uninsured.

 9 We will collaborate with Central Coast Alliance United 
for a Sustainable Economy (CAUSE) to engage and 
reach the Latino community.

Many Options and 
No One Left Behind

Fortunately, the same public 
health insurance and commercial 
plans that currently cover many of our 
patients are expected to participate in 
Covered California — California’s health 
coverage marketplace.

For now, it’s also likely that 
California will continue its subsidized 
FamilyPACT family planning program 
for low-income people who don’t 
qualify for Medi-Cal or Covered 
California. And, of course, for those 
who don’t qualify for any government 
or private insurance program, we 

are committed to continuing our role as a safety net 
provider to make sure they, too, receive the services they 
need.

Fulfilling our Promise
Throughout the tri-counties, thousands of women, 

men and teens turn to us as a trusted reproductive health 
care provider. We welcome the opportunity to serve 
the newly insured who are participating in the Covered 
California program. Clearly, we will have an important 
role to play in this new health care landscape.

Please call Gina at 805.899.9814 for more information 
about our important role in health care reform.

PPSBVSLO services even more in demand
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Over 350 young women and men have 
received free vaccines this year!

Planned Giving: A Legacy of Caring

As a 21-year-old female, fresh out of college, I was employed 
as an admissions worker at Los Angeles County General 
Hospital. There I interviewed a 19 year old, unmarried 
woman, very pregnant with her third child. I was shocked; 
she was two years younger than I and already a mother. 
Obviously, no one had counseled her about family planning. 

Monthly Gift, Big Impact
That got me thinking about 

how important it was for the health 
of women and the social and 
economic health of the community 
to have Planned Parenthood as our 
reliable resource and neighbor. I 
wanted to help support Planned 
Parenthood in my small way. I’ve 
made Planned Parenthood a part 
of my yearly contributions for as 
long as I can remember. Now, with 
automatic monthly deductions 
available, the process is even easier. 
This recurring contribution helps 
Planned Parenthood determine their 
predictable income from which to 
schedule their services.

Thoughtful Decision, 
Lasting Legacy

Recently, I thought it wise to look to my future. I assumed 
that I would outlive my husband by many years, and I 
wanted the assurance of a predictable income in my old age. 
Charitable Gift Annuities were the perfect answer. By making 
a one-time large donation to Planned Parenthood — the size 

of the donation I determined by how much I want to receive 
back as quarterly income — I could guarantee an income. 
The money benefits Planned Parenthood immediately and 
I receive the tax benefits. This is ideal for those, like myself, 
who have no heirs.

My Planned Parenthood checks come automatically to 
my bank account every three months now. These checks, 

along with two other staggered gift 
annuities, now provide me with 
regular, monthly income and peace 
of mind. I have the satisfaction of 
knowing that I’m helping  Planned 
Parenthood make services accessible 
to all women of our community, 
protecting their health.

Take the next step 
and share your passion

By following in the footsteps of 
Bette, you too can make a lasting 
difference for women, men and 
teens who need the services of 
Planned Parenthood. 

When you do, you’ll join over 
80 compassionate community 
members who have included 

PPSBVSLO in their estate plans. We celebrate their 
commitment each year at a luncheon, Babette’s Feast, 
named in honor of one of our legacy donors.

It’s easy to include PPSBVSLO in your will or estate 
plan. Contact Sherry Madsen at 805.722.1516 to learn 
more about making a legacy gift.

Bette Kulp leaves more than a memory 
and shares her passion for Planned Parenthood

Save   DateSave   Datethe 

50th Anniversary Benefit Gala
March 14, 2014   The Biltmore   Montecito, California~ ~
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Good 
for you. 
Good for 
PPSBVSLO
We’re a strong and healthy 
organization because of supporters like 
you! 

Safe, secure online donations: Your 
gift to PPSBVSLO is protected by 
VeriSign. Enjoy secure credit card 
convenience when you visit 
www.ppsbvslo.org and click the 
“Donate” link at the top of the page.

Pledge your monthly support: A 
small amount each month makes an 
important difference each year. Call 
Lindsay at 805.722.1522 to start your 
gift.

Remember PPSBVBSLO in your 
will: “Tomorrow’s dollars” are just as 
important as “today dollars.” Adding 
a charitable bequest to your existing 
will takes just a quick phone call to 
your legal or estate advisor. Or, call 
Sherry Madsen, VP Development at 
805.722.1516.

Volunteer: PPSBVSLO offers a variety of 
volunteer opportunities. Call Catalina 
at 805.722.1507 to find the one that’s 
right for you.

Interested in helping at a Choice Affairs 
event? Call Meggan at 805.722.1524.

Administration Offices
518 Garden Street
Santa Barbara, CA  93101

805.963.2445

www.ppsbvslo.org
www.facebook.com/ppsbvsloaction
Twitter: @PPSBVSLOaction

Planned Parenthood of Santa Barbara, Ventura 
and San Luis Obispo Counties, Inc.

Protecting sons and daughters from cancer

Over 350 young women and men have 
received free vaccines this year!

Source: CDC

PPSBVSLO partners with Merck to provide HPV vaccines at no cost
The human papillomavirus (HPV) is the most common sexually 
transmitted infection in the United States. Over 14 million women and 
men — mostly in their late teens and early 20s — are infected with HPV 

each year! 

The HPV virus causes about 19,000 cases of cancer 
in women every year and 8,000 in men. According to 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 
cervical cancer is the most common among women and 
throat cancer is most common among men.

These are alarming statistics. But they can be 
reduced. Vaccinations — coupled with education for 
safer sex — are the answer.

Who should get the vaccine?
The CDC recommends that boys and girls 11 to 12 

years start the vaccine and everyone between ages 13 
to 26 should get the HPV vaccine if they have did not 
receive any doses when they were younger.

How can someone get the vaccine for free?
The HPV vaccine is expensive —$600 for the three shot series — and 

not always covered by health insurance plans. In fact, it is not covered by 
FamilyPACT — the California program that provides family planning care to 
qualifying residents. 

Because very limited public funding is available to provide vaccines, 
Merck created the Merck Vaccine Patient Assistance Program. Our patients 
who have qualifying incomes can get the HPV vaccine for free.

For patients who fall just outside the guidelines for the Merck program, 
our Rita Solinas Assistance Fund can be used to pay for the vaccinations.

The HPV vaccine is just a phone call away!
Our medical staff strongly recommend the vaccine and will assist 

patients to apply for this important program. If you, or someone you know, 
is interested in receiving the vaccine, please call us at 888.898.3806.
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Meeting the need for services — your gifts make it possible!
A look at the numbers!
Last year, over 36,800 women, men and teens turned to PPSBVSLO for their reproductive health needs. Because 
of amazing donors like you, they received the compassionate and professional care they needed — no matter what! 
Here’s a snapshot of some of the services we provided during our last fiscal year.

Based on fiscal year-end numbers June 30, 2103

Family Planning ServicesAll Services

Consider a monthly 
donation now. It will 

make a BIG difference 
and you’ll feel great. 

805.722.1522

Family Planning 
95%

Abortion 5%

Contraception 
Services  39%

Pregnancy Tests 
19%

Cancer 
Screenings 15%

Sexually 
Transmitted 

Infection  Tests 
24%


